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N° 36. Saturday, Oftober 8, 1785* • 
Divitias operofioresi Hor. 

To the Author of the Lounger, 

SIR, 
>>TWS but very lately that I became acquainted 

X with your paper, our family only having 
taken it in laft week for the firft time, when it 
was recommended to my brother by Lady Betty 
Lampoon^ who happened to be on a vifit in our 
country. Her Ladyihip faid, it was a dear fweet 
fatirical paper, and that one found all one's 
acquaintance in it. And fure enough I found 
fome of my acquaintance in it (for I am the only 
reader among us), and fo I (hall tell Mr. J$bn 
Home/pun when I meet him. Only think of a 
man come to his years to go to put himfelf and 

Vol. II. B his 
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2 THE LOUNGER. N» 3 6« 

his neighbours into print in the manner he has 
done. But I dare to fay it is all out of fpite and 
envy at our having grown fo fuddenly rich, by 
my brother's good fortune in India : and to be 
fure, Sir, things are changed with us. from w>at 
I remember j and yet perhaps we are not fo 
much to be envied neither, if all were known*— ^ 
Do tell me, Sir, how we fhall manage to bp a$ 
happy as people fuppofe our good fortune muft 
have made us. . ; 

But perhaps, Sir, it is not the fajhion (as my*. 
fifter-in-law and Monf. de Sabot fays) tO;be hap- 
py.— Lord, Sir, I had forgot you don't know: 
Monf. de Sabot ! But really my head is not ft> 
clear as it ufed to be. I will try. to t$H you. 
things in their order. — My brother, wjio, asJMr, 
Homefpun has informed you, is returned hg$io 
with a great fortune, is determined toJivq.as Jwe r 
comes it, and fentdown a 4 (hip-load ^f blacks in 
laced liveries, the fervants in this country not 
being handy about fine things ; thpugb, to tell 
you the truth, fome of the Blackamoors, don't 
give themfelves much trouble about tfieir wor& 
and two of therji never do a turn except j?lag»irjg 
on the French horn, and fomet imp, making 
punch, when it is wanted particularly pice. 

Befides thefe, there came down in two chaifes 
my brother's own valet de fham, my fitter's own 
maid, a man cook, who has two of the negers 

under 
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under him, and Monf. de Sabot, whom my bro- 
ther wrote to me he had hired for a butler 5 but, 
when he came, he told us he was maittr dotelly 
and had been fo to the Earl of C— -, the Duke 
of N* — r-, and two German princes* So, to be 
fure, we were almoft afraid to fpeak to him, till 
we found he was as affable and obliging as could 
he, and told us every thing we ought to do to be 
fafliionable, and like the great folks of London 
ancj Paris. Monf. de Sabot is acquainted with 
every one of them. 

But then, Sir, it is fo tro'ublefome an affair to 
be fafliionable! arid To my father and mother, 
and the reft of us, who have never been abroad, 
find. We ufed to be as cheerful a family as any 
in the country ; and at our dinners and fuppers^ 
if we hi<J not fine things, we had pure good appe- 
tites/tntf, after thfe'teble was uncovered, ufed' to 
be as'menf *as gwgs •l*t k CHfs ptitfofesj ^uefliom 
aX&cmmmdii^Whdfi my thought Uke? But 
n6w We mtrftVnbt talk loud, nor laugh, nor walk 
fafiynor play it romping game.s ; and we muft 
&qufetduring a* long dinner of two courfes and 
a deficit, and drink wine and water, and never 
touch our riieat but with our fork, and pick our 
teeth after dinneT, and dabble in cold water, and 
Lord knows how many other things ;' which 
Monf. de Sabot fays every body com! fo does. 
And fuch a thing he tells me (for I am a fort of 
B ^2 favourite 
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favourite and fcholar of his) \%<omifo inthefirft 
courfe, and fuch a thing in the fecond 5 and this 
in the entries, and that in the removes. Comtfo, 
it feems, means vajllyfint in his language, though 
we country folks, if we ducft own it, find the 
comifo things often very ill rafted, and now and 
then a little (linking. But we {ball learn to like 
them monftroufly by and by* as Monf. de Sabot 
aflures us. 

My father is hardeft of us all to be taught to 
do what he ought ; and he curfed comifo once or 
twice to Monf. de Sabot's face. But my brother 
and my fifter-in-law are doing all that they can 
to wean him from his old cuftoms,thathe mayn't 
affront himfelf before company. He fought hard 
for his pipe and his fpit-box ; but my fitter* in- 
law would not fuffer the new window-curtains 
and chair- covers to be put up till he had given 
over both. And, what do you think, Sir, the 
old gentleman was caught yefterday by my bro* 
ther and a young Baronet of his acquaintance^ 
who went into the ftable to look at one of my 
brother's ftud, as they call it, fmokinghi* pipe in 
one of the empty flails. And I heard Sir Harry 
Driver give an account of it to my fifter-*in-law 
when they came in to fupper, and how, as be 
fajd, " he had tallyho'd old Squaretoes, as he 
flunk from his kennel," 

My 
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N* 3 6. THE LOUNGER. 5 

My brother, you muft know, has,a mind to be 
a parliament- man,, and fo he invites all the conn* 
try, high and low, to eat and drink with him > 
and fometimes I have been fadly out of counte- 
nance, and fo have we all, when fome of his old 
acquaintance have told long ftories of things 
which happened to them formerly, though ten 
to one my brother does not remember a fyllable 
9f them. As t'other day, when our fchooU 
matter's fon Samuel put him in mind of their 
going together to Edinburgh for the firft time, 
and how they had but one pair of filk flocking* 
between them, and my brother had them on in 
the morning to fee a gentleman who was firft 
coufio to an Eaft India Director, and Sam got 
them, in the evening, to vifit the Principal of th* 
college ; and all this before Sir Harry Driver, 
Lord Squanderfield, and Lady Betty Lampoon. 

Then my brother is turned an improver, which 
every body fays is an excellent way of laying out 
bis money, and is fo public-fpirited !— and the 
planner who has come to give directions about it 
tells us, that in a few years hence he will get five 
pounds for* every five {hillings he lays out now in 
that way. In the mean time, however, it gives 
him a fad deal of trouble j when every thing is 
refolved upon to-day, 'tis a chance but it is all 
turned topfcy-turvey to-morrow 5 for his voters, 
as they call the gentlemen on my brother's fide 
B3 of 
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of the queftion, who come to vifit us, have every 
one their own opinion, and are always giving him 
advice how to do things for the beft. One told 
him lately, he (hould level fuch a piece of ground 
which is in fight of the bow* window in the 
drawing-room ; another, a few mornings after, 
blamed this firft advifer for want of tafte, and 
faid he. would give 500 guineas for fuch a 
knofy , in the very {pot where they had levelled 
it j, ^nd fo they: are building rocks there, and 
planting them as faft as they can. He pulled 
.down a piece of an old church that flood in the 
way of what they call the approach to the houfe ; 
andj prefently a gentleman from England told 
hirn, a,ruin was the. very. thing wanted in that 
fllacej-rrand fo the old church muft be built-up 
a r ne^Vr Lord Squanderfield advifedhim to wake 
; 3 piece of water in the garden ; and they had al* 
. m$(l finiftied it, when Lady Betty convinced him 
• tfta* in fummer it would be a puddle, as fhe 
ISfnutfUt, that woulcfcftink him out of his houfe 1 , 
. and, fly-blow every bit of meat at his table. 

* Lady Betty has beep, very ufeful to my fifter- 
in^aw too about the choice of the furniture, 
though that likewife has been a troublefomc job, 
owing to bad advice in the beginning. We had 
got fofas and fluffed chairs in the drawtng-joom, 
ivhich my Lady, has made her change for ca- 
brioles -, and the damafc beds ftie has perfuaded 

her 
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her are not in the feaft fit for a Country hoiife $ 
and fo they are all taken down, and chintzes put 
up in their place* 

• In the fame flap with the Wack9, my br6ther 
brought down a great colle&ion of pi duress which 
were purchafed for him at a fale in Lbndon, and 
are w&rth, I am told, Lord knows how much* 
though he got them, a$ he aflures us, for an old 
forig; and yet feveral of them. I have heard' coft> 
fame hundreds of pounds. But this, between 
ourfelvei, is the moft plaguy of all hi* fineries 
Would you believe it, Sir,* hd^is obliged 5 to'be 
two or three hours every moaning in the gallery, 
With a Kttle book in hfahsmd, lfke a poor (trtotJ- 
htiyi' getting by heart the names and the ftdrfes 
fcf'aH thfe men and Wcimeri tmtrYre pattifed'theife, 
tftW he tnay have his leflbti pat for the cdmpany 
that art to walk and admire the paintings till 
dinner ts ferved op. And yet, after all, he is 
fometimes miftaken about them, aslaft Thurfday 
he told sk gehtleman that tras looking at the pic- 
ture^ that the hatf-haked woman above the 
chimney-piece was done for one Caroline Mar- 
rot (1 fuppofe from ttie piflure of fome Mifs no 
batter 1 than fhe (hotrld be) i whereas the gentle- 
mart, Mr. Gujlo, declared it was as like Widow 
Rtnrty as one egg is like another. 

I could tell you a great deal more of embarraff- 

ments and vexations in the enjoyment of our 

B 4 good 
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good fortune ; but I am fure I mud have wea- 
ried you by my fcribble-fcrabble account of what 
I have told. It will be fufficient to (how you 
that Mr. Homefpun has not fo much caufe for 
envy a* from his letter I prefume he feels againft 
us, and will, I hope, alfo procure a little of your 
good counfel how to make a comi/o life fome- 
what more comfortable to the greateft part of 
our family, and in particular to your humble 
iervant, 

MARJORY MUSHROOM* 
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N° 37* Satuwxay, OMober 15, 1785. 

'T'HE mythology of the ancients has given 
rife to many an elegant alhifion, and adorned 
many a beautiful defcription. 

In a book puWifhed lately at Paris, containing 
an account of the principal gems in the cabinet of 
the Duke of Orleans, is the following excellent 
Hluftration of the pleating tSFaSks of the popular 
religion of antiquity. 

u The delightful fi£kions built on their reli- 
gious fyftem," fays the author of this work, 4< have 
peopled and animated all nature,, and made a fo- 
femn temple of the vaft univerfe. Thofe flowers, 
whofe varied and fhining beauty we fo much ad- 
mire, are the tears of Aurora. It is the breath 
of Zephyrus which gently agitates the leaves. 
The foft murmurs of the waters are the fighs of 
the Naiads. A god impels the winds. A god 
pours out the rivers. Grapes are the gift of 
Bacchus. JCeres prefides over the harveft. Or- 
chards are the care of Pomona. Does a fliep- 
herd found his reed on the Aim mi t of a moun- 
tain, it is Pan who with his paftoral pipe returns 
ths amorous lay* When the fportfman's horn 
roufes the attentive ear, it is Diana armed with 
B 5 her; 
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her bow and quiver, more nimble than the flag 

(he purfues, who takes the di verfion of the chace 

The Sun is a god* who, riding on a car of fire, 

diffWes his light through the. world. The Stars 

are fo many divinities, who meafure with their 

golden beams, the regular procefs of time. The 

Moon prefides over th? filence of the night, ^id 

eonfoles the world for the abfence of hor brother* 

Neptune reigns in the feas, furrounded by the 

Nereids, who daiwra to the joyous, ihcllp of the 

Tritons. In the higheft heavens is feated. Jupiter, 

the ijn after and fethcr of men and gods : under 

Jbi*:feet ^rott thfc thunders formed by the Cy^lpp* 

iflt.the tatern'of Lemnos ; his fmile rejoices na^ 

tiifc, andhia nod /hakes the foundation of 01yn%- 

•jptiss Siwrouhdiog the throne of tftein foverej^i, 

ilbejothendivraities .quaffthe ne&ar .from a cyp 

prtfeittednto. them hy the young 4 and beautiful 

^Hel^e. - In the .middle of the bright circle fhin^s 

with diftinguiflied luftre the unrivalled beauty of 

Vtittur, alone adorned with a fplendid girdle, on 

which the Graces and Sports for ever play 5 and 

m her hand is a failing boy, whofe power is 

universally acknowledged by earth and heaven." 

It is impoffible to read this elegant pafiage 

without feeling fomething of that del ufion it de- 

fcribes ; and the reader who is converfant in the 

cl a flics will at once call to his recoiled! ion many 

of thofe animated defcriptions and pleafing allu- 

fions 
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fions with which thofe admirable works fo much 
abound. 

For my own part, however, while I muft al- 
ways remember; with a pleafing fort of gratitude, 
the delight which I have received from the poets 
of Greece and of Rome : and while I recoiled, 
with a fpecies of enthufiafm, that rapture I firft 
received from the animated accounts of nature 
with which their works are adorned ;. I cannot, 
help fometimes thinking that the tafte which, 
they have produced in moctero times, that fond-, 
uefs of imitation they have given birth to, has in 
fome refpe&s hurt the works of the moderns, 
and, inftead of improving, helped to fpoil many 
an exertion of f enrus. The mythological allu- 
fionS of the ancients were grafted on rhe popular 
opinions of the country $ »as fuch, to a reader 
of the times they were natural 5 the mind eafily 
acknowledged their juftice, and fomething like 
tn implicit belief attended their perufaL .Even 
When they are perufed by a modern, in the writ- 
ings of the ancients, he acquires fome portion of 
this belief. The fame du&ility of imagination 
which creates our fympathy and iptereft in the 
paflkms and feelings of an Achilles and an JEmas* 
though they lived in a diftant region, , and a pe- 
riod long finfce paft, makes us enter into their re- 
ligious creed, and the effefls thereby produced. 
Our reafon is for a time fufpended ; and. we can 
B 6 for 
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for a moment fuppofc Minerva Co defcend from 
heaven to afiift a Grecian hero, or Eolus to* inflate 
the winds at the fait of Juno, to overwhelm in 
the billows the unfortunate fon of a rival goddefc* 

But thofe animated and per fonified descrip- 
tions, however natural in an ancient author, and 
however they may intereft even a modern reader 
by the fame fympathy which engages us in ther 
fate of a hero who died a thpufand years ago, 
tiave now ceafed to be natural. When ufed bjr 
a modern writer, they do ndt proceed from arn 
animated mind, impreffed and governed by the 
belief of his countrymen, but are the efFeft of a 
mere copy, the feeble offspring of a cold and fer- 
vile imitation. 

Whether it has proceeded from this caufe I 
know not; but, while I feel the mod pleafing 
delufion from the mythological fi&ions of the 
ancient authors, I have always felt fomething* 
very much the reverfe from the fame fidions 
when appearing in. the works of the moderns. 
The fcenes which nature lays before us, and the 
aflions of thofe men who are placed in interefting 
fituations, when well defcribed, and naturally re- 
prefented, muft ever be delightful ; but, when in 
a modern author I fee nature left as it were be- 
hind, and borrowed defcription and allufion made 
ufe of, I have ever found my mind, inftead of 
being gratified, cheated of that pleasure which it 

wifhed 
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wi&ed to enjoy. The dclufion in which I was 
fond to indulge has been removed, and fanciful 
conceit has ufurped the place of nature. 

Another bad confequence of this fervilc imi- 
tation of the aneients r of this borrowing what 
was natural in them,, but which is no longer fo 
in us, has been to prevent modern authors front 
ftudying nature as it is, from attempting to draw 
it as it really appears 5. and,, inftead of giving ge- 
nuine defcription*, it leads them to give thofe 
only which arc falfe and artificial. 

Every reader acquainted with our modern au~ 
x thors will eafily recall a variety of paflages to iU 
luftrate thefe remarks. 

To take an inftance from the works of an au<- 
thor who does the higheft honour to his coun~ 
try, what can be more abfurd than the following 
lines as a defcription of Windfor Foreft I 
See Pan with flocks, with fruits Pomona crown'd, 
Here blufhing Flora paints the enamel I'd ground* 
Here Ceres' gifts in waving profpell ftand, 
And nodding tempt the jovial reaper's hand. 

This is furely not a defcription of Windfor Fo- 
reft. 

In the like manner, the defcription in the fame 
poem, of Thames {bedding tears for Cawley'% 
death, muft furpafs all modern credulity ; and 
of an equally unnatural kind is the transforma- 
tion of Lodonay the daughter of father Thames. < 

In 
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In the Paftorals of the fame author, what 
ftrange effefls are produced by the mourning of 
a fhepherd boy along the fide of the Thames ! 
There while he mouxn'd, the dreams forgot to 

flow, 
The flocks around a dumb companion filow. 
The Naiads wept in ev*ry wat*ry bow'r, 
And Jove confented in a filent ihow'r. 
The fame fliepherd thus defcribes the efleSs of 
his numbers : 
And yet my numbers pleafe the rur.al throng, 
Rough fatyrs dance, and Pan applauds my fong.. 
It is unaecefTary to multiply examples ; the 
defcriptive poems of the moderns are full of 
them. 

One author deferves to be excepted, an author 
who has been juftfy deemed an original, and 
whofe character of originality is in a great mea- 
fure owing to his having painted, nature as it is, 
and laid afide the mythological aHufions of anti- 
quity. — Tbomfvn, in his $eafons> may be ftyled the 
great Poet of Nature. In that poem he has de- 
fcribed the whole varied year, and the different 
fcenes which its variations produce., 

" This author," fays a diflinguifhed critic, 
M is intitled to one praife of the higheft kind j 
his mode of thinking and of exprefling his 
thoughts is original. He thinks in a peculiar 
train, and he thinks always as a man of genius : 
he looks round on nature and on life with the 

eye 
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eye which Nature beftows only on a poet ; the 
eye that diftinguifhes, in every thing prefented to 
its view, whatever there is on which imagination 
can delight to be detained, and with a mind that 
at once comprehends the vaft r and attends to the 
minute. The reader of the Seafons wonders that 
he never faw before what Thomfon (hows him, 
and that he never yet has felt what Thomfon ex- 
prefles.**" * 

Great part of this high praife appears to me to 
have arifen from wW has been obferved, of 
Thomfon's having ftudied nature, and painted 
it' as it is. Hardly', and with very few execp- 
tibns, will he be ; found endeavouring to adorn or 
heighten his defcriptions with th$ religious fic- 
tions* <5f antiquity. 

'As this author has drawn his piftures of nature 
frond nature itfelf, fo the nearer we bring his pic- 
tures to the originals from which he draws, the 
more will we admire them j the nearer our exa- 
mination is, the more will our mind be filled and 
kindled with thofe fentiments which his defcrip- 
tions produce. They refemble thofe ftriking 
likenefles, thofe highly finifhed portraits, which 
we examine by the fide of the perfons who fit for 
them. I am never more delighted with Thom- 
fon's Winter, the bell of his Seafons, than when 
I read it in the month of December, and liften to 
the " favage howl of the blaft," and fee the 
" fky faddened with the gather'd ftorm." 
A 
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N° 38. Saturday, Oflokr 22, 1785, 

1 Happened a few evening* ago, to have aa 
appointment with a friend of mine, a gen* 
tjeman of die law, which Tome particular bufinefs 
prevented him from keeping with his ufual punc- 
tuality. While I waited for him in his ftudy,,! 
took down from one of his (helves a book at ran- 
dom, to amufe myfclf with till he fhould come fa- 
in my character of Lounger, I have learned never 
to put back a book becaufe its fubjefl promifes to- 
be a dull one. Though this was a law folio,, 
therefore, I fat down contentedly to perufe it ;. 
having often experienced, that, in books where 1 
looked for the leaft entertainment, I have unex- 
pectedly met with the moil. So it happened in. 
this law treatife.; where, on the chapter of Mar- 
riage, which chanced to turn up to me, I found, 
the nice diftinc"Hons and fubtleties of legal invef- 
tigation fo illuminated with a variety of interefting 
cafes, that I (ball certainly recommend the book,, 
and particularly the above-mentioned chapter of 
it, to all my young friends who are engaged in the 
ftudy of that dry and intricate fcience. I am per- 
fuaded their imaginations will not be lefs exer- 
cifed than their judgments, in following the learn- 
ed author through the numerous pointed illuf- 
4 trationsf. 
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trations which he gives of thedo&rinet there laid 
down. Of thofe do&rines the abftrad feems to 
be, that though certain (mailer deceptions are not 
fuJEctent for fetting afide a matrimonial engage* 
ment ; yet a very high degree of deceit made ufe 
of by one of the parties to influence and inveigle 
the other, will render the marriage void and 
null ab initio, as if no fuch contract had ever 
been made. 

I was deeply engaged i n thofe fpeculat ions , when 
my friend cut them fhort by entering the room ; 
and, as his time is precious, we had no leifure to 
follow them together j though I had much in T 
clipation to have aflced his afliftance in clearing 
up fome legal doubts which the author's reafon- 
ing had created in my mind. When I got home 
at night, the fubjeft recurred to my memory 5 
but, befide a warm fire in a cold evening, even 
the thoughts of marriage will not keep a man 
awake. I infenfibly fell afleep in my chair, when 
a dream took up (as is generally the cafe) th$ 
thread of my waking thoughts, and purfued it in 
the following whimfical manner. 

Methought I was carried into a great hall* 
which, in it§ gloom, its antique ornaments, and 
its duftinefs, refembled fome of our courts of jitf* 
tice ; at the further end of which was feated, 10 
the drefs and with the infigma of a judge, the 
learned and worthy author of the treatife above 

mentioned. 
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mentioned. By one of the attendants of the 
court I was informed, that his office was a fort of 
chancellorship of matrimony, with the power of 
confirming or annulling all marriages, aS in 
equity and good confcience fhould feem to him 
proper ; that this was one of the days appointed 
for hearings ; and that the parties, complainants 
and refpondents, were waiting without, ready to 
be called in to ftate their complaints and de- 
fences. I, who am a bachelor (which I believe 
I formerly hinted to my readers), felicitated my- 
felf on this happy opportunity of inff ru&ion &nd- 
entertainment, and fat down on dne of the 
benches, to hear with attention the different 
caufes ' that fhould be argued; ' ' " 1 •' ° u i 

The firft perfon who duftttrftht b*r waS aWifarti 
of rather an ungracious appearance, *nd Vcourf- 
tenance not at all expreffivfc of good humour. ' He 
exhibited his complaint, and prayed for a diffoi 
lution of his marriage on the head of deception in 
his wife's temper ; who, as he informed the judge, 
had made hferfelf appear before marriage drteof 
the fweeteft and moft engaging young women in 
the world 5 that during her virgin ftate fee had 
never been feen, at lead by the complainant, with 
a fingle frown on her brow, and was the very life 
and foul of every company file *ras in $ butthafc 
flie had not been married a week, when he dis- 
covered that fhe was (faving the court's prefencc) 

a very 
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a very devil incarnate 5 that fcarce a day pafled 
in which fbe did not abufe himfelf, ill-treat his 
friends, and whip all the children round ; and 
that he was obliged to change his fervants every 
half-year, except one old crofs devil of a cook- 
maid, whom flie kept to vex and plague him. 
The lady being called upon for her defence, de- 
nied any deception by which the marriage had been 
brought about, or could now be annulled ; for 
jthat alHier acquaintance could teftify how good- 
natured (he was when fhe was not contradicted 5 
and that befaremarriage her hufband had never 
contradicted her. She likewife pleaded. recrimi- 
aation.ia.bar of his* complaint \ and offered to 
prove, that he himfelf vvas one of the moft crofs- 
tempered men in the \varid. . The judge dif- 
nuffedthacomplaiot \ but , recommended to the 
parties, fince they feemed equally diflatisfied, to 
feparate by mutual confent. The huibaad feemed 
inclined to adopt this proportion j but the lady 
rcjc&ed it; /audi flinging outof court with a tofa 
up of one fide of her hoop, (aid, (he had mote 
ipirit than to indulge htm in that. The hufband 
growled fomething, which I could t not hear, and 
followed her. 

The fecond complainant was drefled in a very 
(habby coat, and had a very indecent length of 
beard on his face. He prayed a diflblutio/i of 
hifi marriage, from a grofs deception in point of 

bis" 
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bis wife's perfon and appearance* He was, he 
feid, chiefly induced to the match, from the 
beauty of her face and the elegance of her figure* 
which firft had made her his toaft, then his rnif- 
trefs, and laftly his wife : That for feme little time 
after his marriage, this deception was perfe&iy 
kept up : That in a few months, however, he be- 
gan to be fenfible of it j and, after her becoming 
pregnant of her firft child, it was apparent ta 
every body : That, fuhfequent to that period, hid 
wife totally negle&ed all attention to her fliape 
and complexion j and had ever fince been fo per- 
fect a Pattern as to have forfeited all pretentions 
to tihofe qualities, cm the faith of which he had 
married her. The lady made no appearance, 
which Tome one in.court fuggefted was owing to 
hs being fo early an hour, as fhe feldom rofe tilt 
twelve, and never was drefied till three. Indeed, 
upon fome queftion of the judge, it came out, that 
the hufband had never feen her before marriage 
at an earlier hour, and feldom. even then, but at 
great dinners, private balls, and public aficm» 
bites. His lordfliip delayed the further con fi der- 
ation of the caufe till another day, recommend- 
ing to the gentleman, when he appeared there 
again, to /hew the refpe& due to the court, by 
having his beard fhaved, and putting on a clean 

fliirt. 

The 
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The third profecutor was an elderly gentleman 
with a wrinkled face, and a body feemingly very 
infirm, who came forward to the bar by the help 
of a ftaff, or rather crutch. He reprefented to the 
court that he had married a few years before, 
efter having lived a bachelor till he was turned of 
fixty, a young innocent girl, as he imagined, who 
had been bred up, at her father's houfe in the 
country, in perfedt ignorance of the town, its ex- 
pences and amufements, who knew only how to 
knit, work fringes, and border an apron, to affift 
at making of a pudding, and conftru&ing a goofe- 
berry-pye ; whofe greateft expence was a filk 
gown once in two years, with a callico of her own 
making for morning wear ; and whofe higheft 
pleafurfc confifted in dancing at a country wed r 
ding, or a Chriftmas gambol. But that, not long 
after (he was married, fhe contrived to have him 
bring her to town, where flie fpent as much mo- 
ney in one month as it had coft her father to keep 
her all her life before ; and a&ually wore, at this 
moment, a cap and feathers, the price of which 
would have clothed her for a whole year in the 
country : That (he was fcarcely ever at home, 
except when (he had afked a dozen fine people to 
dinner or fupper, and was feldom in bed till three 
in the morning : That flie would not fuffer any 
_ of his former companions to approach her, but 
kept company only with diffipated young people 

of 
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of the other fex, or extravagant and giddy women 
of her own. And therefore, from all thofe cir- 
cumftances, (hewing the higheft degree of decep- 
tion under which he had been inveigled to marry, 
he prayed a difiolution of the matrimonial en- 
gagement, dropping fome hints, at the fame time, 
that the young lady might do very well for a 
younger and a gayer hufband, and that he would 
come down handfomely, to make her worth an- 
other man's taking. To this complaint it was 
anfwered, on the part of the lady, that there was 
no fort of deception in the cafe ; that (he had all 
along declared fhe did not care a farthing for her 
intended hufband, but on the contrary hated and 
abhorred him : That he had bribed her parents, 
who had partly frightened and partly cajoled her 
into the match, by the offer of large fettlements, 
and the flattering profpe& of being the wife of a 
very rich man ; fo that, in the very nature of the 
contrail, flie gave up her perfon to her faid huf- 
band in exchange for the enjoyment of fuch plea- 
fures as his fortune could enable her to command 
for the prefent, and the hopes of what a large 
jointure might procure for the future : That, 
therefore, all the finery, amufements, and ex- 
pence, which he complained of, were only parts 
of the firft claufe of the agreement ; and that, 
whatever vexation or uneafinefs her conduft 
might create to him, were but juftifiable means of 

fulfilling 
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fulfilling the accomplishment of the fecond. The 
Chancellor delivered his opinion in favour of the 
refponderit ; but propofed, in companion to thcj 
hufband (which, however, the worthy judge de- 
clared his, conduct had little merited), that they 
fhould compromife matters, by the lady's re- 
nouncing her right to the man, on being imme^ 
diately vefted in her jointure. The lady was de- 
liberating on this propofal, when her Lord de- 
clared himfelf in the negative; and clearing his 
voice with a hem, hobbled out of court in a ftep 
fomewhat firmer than that in which he entered^ 
faying, Nobody could tell which of them might 
have the benefit of furvivorfhip. I 

The next cafe was pretty fimilar to the fore- 
going, except that the plaintiff* was the wife, and 
the defendant her hufband ; an old lady of three- 
fcore vtrfus a young flout fellow of five-and 
twenty. She alleged, that .when a virgin fhe 
had been made to believe he loved her to defpe- 
ration 5 but had discovered, the very day of the 
wedding, that he was only enamoured of twenty 
thoufand pounds fhe happened to poffefs in the 
Long Annuitus. The hufband denied the charge 
of deceiving her; for that flieinew, from the 
beginning of their acquaintance, that he wifhed 
to marry the Long Annuities, which he faid, 
fmiling, he would endeavour to make fhorter. 
The lady on this loft temper. " Do you dare 

to 
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to fay To, Sir?" (he exclaimed ; " you, whom I 
faved from a jail ; you, who, before I took com- 
panion on you, had not a coat to your back, nor 
a dinner to your belly ? Do you dare to look in 
my face, and fay you did not deceive me ?"— 
" Madam," replied the fpark, with an eafy im- 
pudent air, " do you venture to (how that face, 
and to fay fo ?" On this fhe broke out into fitch 
a violent paffion, and was fo vehement in her out- 
cries, that the noife awaked me. — " 'Twas but 
a dream," faid I, ftarting from my chair j— 
" and yet*— 'tis as well Uma bachelor." 



t 
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N° 39. Saturday, Oflober 29, 1785. 

A Judge isjuji* a Chancellor jujler flitt, 
A Govmman learn' d, a Bijhop what you unity 
Wifi> if a AfinjJIer, &c. Pop*. 

IT is an old, and has been a frequent obferva* 

tion, that men of genius feldom fucceed ia 
the common bufinefs of life. I have no where, 
however, found it fo happily illuftrated, as by a 
queftion of Swift's, in a letter to Lord Boling- 
broke :— <c Did you never (fays he) obferve one 
of your clerks cutting his paper with a blunt 
ivory knife ? Did you ever know the knife fail 
to go the right way i whereas, if you had ufed 
a razor or a pen-knife, you had odds againft yoif 
of fpoiling a whole fheet." 

The very idea of genius and of fine parts, im- 
plies that they fhould be rare and uncommon* 
The ordinary courfe of fociety, therefore, has not 
been left to depend upon them ; but it has been 
wifely ordered, that the bufinefs of life, almoft ia 
all its departments, fhould admit of being carried 
on by fuch men, and with fuch talents, as are 
every day to be met with. 

The unexperienced and the vulgar are apt to 
judge of talents from the fuccefs with which the/ 

Vol. II. C are 
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are attended ; to eftimate the difficulty of fitua- 
tions from their fuppofed importance, or from 
the attention which they draw, and the- rank 
■which they confer in fociety. 

With,thfcm, the lawyer or. the phyfician who 
has bbuined high reputation, or arrived at high 
pra£tice, is concluded to poflefs. more than, ordi- 
nary talents for his profeffion ; and if a perfon. 
has commanded an army or a fleet with fuccefs ; 
if he has figured in either houfe of Parliament ; if 
%c has made himfelf of importance to govern- 
ment, and filled. a, high department in the ftate* 
the public fet no bounds to their admiration, and 
fvery one cqncludes the -genius and talents, of 
(jicjh ja man to be of the higheft magnitude* 

Wlien we refift, however, the glare of fuccefs, 
tild the impre&on of public opinion, and call ex* 
pervence to our aid in theexaminatiqn of particuf 
lar mftances, we fhall find not only that all thefo 
filiations have been attained, but that they have 
been filled, with credit: to the poffeflors, and fa- 
tisfa&ion to the public, by men whofe talents and 
whofe virtues were noways extraordinary. Nay, 
perhaps, on a clofer inveftigation, we fhall be 
Convinced, that fuch perfons- owed to the medio- 
crity of, thfiki talents, and the defects or weak*. 
nefles of their character, that elevation which to 
many has appeared the attainment of genius and 
th$ reward of virtue. 

Ldius 
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Lelius pofleffed uncomtnorr talents. He de- 
rived from nature a corre& judgment^ a found 
and penetrating underftanding ; and his natural 
endowments- were cultivated by a liberal educa- 
tion, an . eariy acquaintance, with the. beft writ- 
ers, and a familiar inierconrfe' vyitbmen of. ge- 
nius and of- letters,- There were few. branches 
of public qr of national bufinefs, refpe&ing which 
he was not ppffefled of ample information. His 
views- with regard to them were always liberal^ 
generally profound* and feldom failed, of being 
juft and, well -founded*. -. 

As a;'fpeakcr 9 Leljus fej^.m afldrefljfed hirnfclf 
to the paflions or the fancy of his audience. He 
had, however, an eafy and unembarrafled elocu- 
tion, a fufficient copimapd of language to com- 
tnunicate.^is views, with • clearnefe and perspi- 
cuity. His.ftyle, though. fimple and unadorned, 
was pure a#d f <:orre<Sb; and his n^nntfr, though 
plaiivwas forcible and m^nly. He had obtained 
ft feat in the Houfe of Commons, at a time of life 
when his reputation for knowledge was generally 
eftablifhedj when his talents .were in their fulleft 
vigour j and if at aft$ thne ; he offered his fenti- 
jrtents, he .never failed of being liftened to with 
attention* or of .fibdirig: theta repeived with that 
re.fpe.ft to whtcb they were fo well entitled. 

The taknts of Lelius., however, were of a kind 

which very feldom difpofed him to make that ef- 

C 2 fort. 
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fort. Accuftomed to inveftigate with accuracy, 
to view his fubjeft in every poffible light, and to 
fee the force of eve>y difficulty which prefente^ 
itfelf, he was not eafily fatisfied with the extent 
of his information, nor convinced of the juftice of 
his opinions j and men of more limited views and 
lhallower underftandings, but of bolder or of 
rafher fpirits, were generally allowed to cyry 
away the reputation of that knowledge, and of 
thofe talents, the extent of which would not al- 
low Lelius to difplay them. 

Cornelius had obtained an education equally li- 
beral, and had tbe fame opportunities to improve 
himfelf by books and converfation 5 nor were 
hi? knowledge and information lefs extenfive than 
thofe of Lelius. , He was not perhaps altoge- 
ther his equal in acutenefs of underftanding or 
ftrength of judgment ; but, if he fell fliort in 
thefe, he no lefs fiirpafled him in a brilliancy of 
fancy and vigour' of imagination, improved by 
an early. acquaintance with whatever is beautiful 
or fublime in the claflical produ&ions of ancient 
or of modern times. 

Full of fentiment and of feeling, enlivened by 
fancy, enriched by imagery, and often flowing in 
a ftyle of the mod claffic beauty, the eloquence 
of Cornelius could not fail to command atten- 
tion, and to be liftened to with pleafure. 

But, 
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Bat, while his knowledge and his eloquence 
gained to Cornelius the reputation of an acconv- 
plifhed fcholar and a fine fpeaker, his ideas were 
often too refined, and his views too loofe for bu- 
iinefs. His eloquence loft its power of perfua- 
iion, from an idea that it was calculated to dazzle 
lather than to inform; and though he often 
ipoke with applaufe, and fometimes with fuccefs, 
it never procured him the reputation of a man 
of bufinefe, nor raked him to any confiderable 
{hare of public truft or public power. If it 
had, we fhould in all probability have feen how 
widely that fancy and imagination, b){ which 
Coftielius was to well qualified to difplay fup- 
poled advantages or blemifhes in themeafures 
and the conduct of others, differ from that cool 
judgment and thofe plain talents which are fit to 
direil men in the choice of their own. 

Claudius had neither the profound knowledge 
of Lelius, nof the genius and imagination of 
Cornelius, and he had received an education 
much lefs liberal than that of either. 

Claudius, however,, with little knowledge, no- 
finenefs of genius, and a tafte altogether uncuki" 
vated, had derived from nafure a quicknefs of 
parts and readinefs of apprehension, which, for the 
common purpofes of life, are, of ineftimable ad- 
vantage. The reach of his underftanding, and 
the range of his ideas, were limited ; but it was 
C 3 an 
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an underftandingof that kind which withinthefe 
limits dtfcerned its objedjt with clearness, and 
formed its opinions on all occafrons with celerity 
and decifion. 

Claudius's eloquence could neither compare iri 
purity or correftnefs with that of Lelius, nor in 
eloquence and beauty with that of Cornelius. 
The fame caft of mind, however, which gave to 
Claudius a quickncfs in forming his opinions^ 
gave him a readiriefs in calling up and bringing 
together thofc views and arguments which feem- 
ed fitted to fupport them, as ; wellas a facility of 
clothing his ideas in language, which, though 
generally incorreft, and feldom elegant, was al- 
ways clear* and derived from the fanguine ?nd 
ardent -mind of the fpeaker a certain degree d? 
Warm'thand force, the dffe&s of Which, in a po- 
pular affembly, are often found fuperior to thfc 
jufteft reafoning and the'moft finiflied eloquence. 

If ^he fpeeches of Claudius were lefs beautiful 
than thofe of Cornelius, they feldomer wandered 
from the fubjefit ; and they were not only better 
adapted to their objecl, but had more the appear- 
ance of plainnefe and fiheerity. Though they 
afforded -lefs pleafure, they had a ftronger ten^ 
dency to convince ; and had often credit fof 
more folidity, not from their greater weight of 
argument, but from a want of thofe ornament* 
by which the arguments of Cornelius tferef ac- 
c ' companied. 
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companied. If he thought with lefs pnecifion, 
and had lefs knowledge of his fubjeft than Le- 
Kus, he never hefitated, like him, amidft the la- 
bour of illuftration, or with an anxioufnefs fot 
perfpicuity, but prefled forward on his hearers 
with a boldnefs which they often miftook for 
proof, and a confidence that paffcd for demon - 
flration. 

The fame turn of* mind which enfured the 
fuccefs of Claudius as a (peaker, not only obtain- 
ed him a higher reputation, but in reality con- 
ferred upon him a greater capacity for the con- 
duct of public bufinefs, for the ordinary detail of 
Which his plain good Tenfe was more adapted, 
than the lively fancy and fine genius of Cbr± 
nelius 5 for fuch bufinefs his bold and xtecifiv6 
temper was better fitted, than that undemand- 
ing which in Lelius was attended with an inde^. 
cifion, and an undetermined anxiety, which the 
hurry of bufinefe and the courfe of affairs will 
not admit of. . ** 

On a review of thefe characters, therefore^ 
While we refpecT: the fuperior underftanding of 
Lelius, arid admire the fine genius and accom^ 
plifhments of Cornelius, we at the fame time fee 
that they were lefs fitted for the conduct of af* 
fairs, and the buftle of life, than the acli ve, ; thoiigl| 
lefs profound underftanding, and the found,though 
lefs brilliant and lefs cultivated talents of Clau- 
C 4 dius ; 
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dius 5 wc cafily perceive why thefe not only did, 
but why they were likely, and indeed entitled to 
confer fuperior fuccefs in the attainment of thofe 
objeds at which they had chofen to afpire. 

Such examples, I believe, almoft every period 
.would afford, if of every period we were able to 
colleft the hiftory from impartial and unbiased 
teftimony. Were the chara&ers of thofe who 
have attained ftations of eminence always drawn 
by well-informed or faithful relators, whofe views 
were not dazzled by grandeur, or their praife fe- 
cured by patronage, we fhould find the elevation 
of fuch men afcribable to talents of a much lower 
rank than thofe lofty attributes with which their 
panegyrifts invert them ; and could the unfuc- 
cefsful find hiftorians, their relations would fre- 
quently convince us, that, independent! y t of the 
numberleft accidents which difturb the courfe of 
fociety, and difappoint the beft- founded hopes 
and moft probable means of fuccefs, even in thofe 
departments of life where genius and talents may 
be fuppofed moft necefliry, men are as apt to fail 
from too large as from too fmall a {hare of thofe 
copied endowments. 

And if we take into the account that dignity 
of foul, often the attendant of high talents, which 
places them above the accommodating compli- 
ances of inferior minds ; or the effe£t of thofe 
delicate feelings from which the man of genius 

will 
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will often find himfelf hurt by incidents to which « 
common fpirits can eafily fubmit ; we fliall dis- 
cover many additional fources of thai: difappoint- 
ment which he is apt to meet with, and be ftill 
more fatisfied, that fuperior talents .and fine ge- 
nius aremftruments tbo finely tempered for the 
common drudgery of life, and were not meant to 
reap their reward from the fuccefsful.purfuit of 
bufinefs or ambition.. 
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N°4X). 'Saturday, JS5w. 5, 1785. 
To the Author of the Lojjngehl. 

SIR, 

IrN the works of your predeceflbrs, as well as 
in every other book of dida&ic wifdom, 
much flrefs is hid on the advantages of a culti- 
vated education, of an early acquaintance with 
the celebrated authors of antiquity. From CSf- 
tero downwards (and indeed much more an- 
ciently than Cicero), the benefits of learning 
have been enumerated, which is held forth as 
the fureft road to. refpe&~, to advancement, and 
to happinefs. 

There was a time, Mr. Lounger, when this was 
my own opinion ; and, feconded by the wifhes 
of my parents, I early applied myfelf to every 
branch of learning which their circumftances, 
rather narrow ones, could fet within my reach. 
As I was intended for the church, I received an 
academical education fuited to that profeffion ; 
and acquired befides a confiderable knowledge, 
as was generally allowed, in different departments 
of fcience not abfolutely requifite to the fituation 

of 
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of a clergyman. For the acquifition of thefe I 
was indebted to the getierbus affiftance of a gen-* 
tleman whofe godfon I happened to be r He tifed 
to fay, that a clergymari in' this country fhdnld 
know fomething more tha'n divihity ; that Ke 
miift be the phyfician, the geographer^ and the 
haturalifl: of his parifh : And accordingly, to the 
fcanty allowance of my father, he made an ad- 
dition equal to the procuring me an opportunity 
of acquiring the different branches of knowledge, 
conned! ed with thofe ftudies. ; ' 

By the favour of the fame gentleman, I lately 
procured a recommendation to a friend of his, a 
Baronet in my native county, who has in his gift 
the prefentatibn to a confiderable living, of which 
the prefent incumbent is in fuch a valetudlnarlr 
ftate, as makes his fiirviving long a matter of 
very little probability. To this recommeridatibri 
a very favourable anfwer was received, exprefi- 
five of the great regard which the Baronet an A 
his family bore to the gentleman who patronifed 
me, and accompanied with what we thought a 
Vfry fortunate piece x>f condefcenfion and : potite*- 
nefs,,an invitation for me to fpend a week ortwo 
at the-Baronet's country. feat during the autumn 
vacation* Of this I need not fay how happy \&t 
were to accept. My family rejoiced at the in- 
-troduQion which I was about to procure to the 
notke and complacency of a great man's houf©> 
C 6 and 
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and confidered it as the return whtfh they hfcd 
always hoped for all their trouble and expepice 
about my education. My pwn prjd? was not 
filent on the fubjefi. 1 looked on this vifu as 
an opportunity afford me of displaying the ta- 
lents with which I flattered myfelf I was en- 
dowedj and the knowledge I had been at fuch 
pains to attain. 

When I arrived at the Baronet's, 1 found him 
and his Lady a good deal difappointed with my 
appearance and addrefs, which I now firft per- 
ceived to want fomething which was eflential to 
good company. I felt an awkwardnefs, which 
nay want of mixing with the world had occa- 
fioned, and an embarraflment which all my 
knowledge did not enable me to overcome* For 
thefe, however, .Sir John and Lady F— — felt 
gather compaffion than difpfcafure,. and, delivered 
me over to the valpt de chaoabre, ta make me 
fonwwhat fm^rter, as they called it* by having my 
hair more modiihly. drefled f and the c*»t of jny 
coat altered j an improvement which I rather felt 
as an indignity, tlnui acknowledged as a favour. 
Thefe preliminaries beingadjufted,I was fuffered 
to come into company, where I expeded to make 
up for the deficiency of my exterior, by difplay- 
ing the powers of my mind and the extent of 
-my knowledge. But 1 difcovered, to my infinite 
mortification, that my former ftudies had been 

altoge- 
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altogether misapplied, and that in my prcfent 
fituation tbey availed me nothing. My know- 
ledge of the learnid languages, of claffical au- 
thors, of the hifto'ry, the philofophy, and the 
poetry a( the ancients, t . met with no occafion 
to introduce, and no hearers to underftaqd $ but 
it was found that I could neither carve, play 
whift, ling a catch, 4>r make up one in a coun- 
try dance. A young lady, a vifitor of" the family, 
who was faid to be a great reader, tried me with 
the enigmas of the Lady's Magazine, and de- 
clared me impracticably dull. , Geography, aftro- 
norhy, or natural hiftory, Sir John and his com- 
• panions neither underftood nor cared for ; tut 
fome of them reminded the Baronet* in my pre- 
fence, of a clergyman thtey had met with ifi one 
of their excurfions, a mail of the rooft tbmplet^ 
education, who wai allowed to be the beft 
bowler in the county, a dead fhot, rode lite the 
devil (thefe were the gentleman's words), 1 and 
was a Aire hand at finding a hare. ' u i, '- : 

If thefcqualtties are not very clerical, they may 
however be deemed innocent 5 but I find, from 
thedifcouvfe of the family, that fome other things 
are required of Sir John's parfon, which it would 
not be fo eafy for a good oonfetence to comply 
with. He mult now and then drink a couple of 
bottles, when the company chufes to be frolick- 
feme; he rnuft wink at certain indecencies in 

language 
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language and irregularities in behaviour ; and 
T>nce, wlien Sir Joh« had fet rather longer than 
ufual after dinner, he toW me that a clergyman, 
to be an honeft fellow, muft have nothing of re«- 
ligioh about him. 

•In the feclufidn of a college, I may perhaps 
lave over-rated the ufeftHnefs of fcience, and'the 
Value of intellectual endowments ; my pride of 
fcholarfhip, therefore, I fhotild be willing to over- 
come, fince Tfind that learning confers fb little 
eftimation in the world : but as, on the fcore of 
qualifications, I am incapable of what is defired, 
and, in the article of indulgences, will never 
fubmit to. what is expefled, is it not my duty, 
"Mr. Lbuhger, to refign my pretenfions to the 
living which was promifed me? though I dread 
'fhe reproaches of my parents, whom the profpe& 
iif having mfe fo foon -provided for had made 
liappy ; though I ifear to 'offend my benefa&or 
yfro'r-ecbmmfended me to "Sir John, and at the 
fame time aflured me that he was one of the beft 
Hbrt of men he knew k 9 yet furely topurchafe pa- 
tronage and favour by fuch arts is unworthy, to- 

infure them "by fuch compliances is criminal. 

] . . . < ^ .. . ■ 

* ; lam, Seek 

\ . .,, MOD EST US. 

•; • -i In 
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In the courle of my late excurfion to the 
country, I have feen forne inftances of the evil 
complained of by my cbrrefpondenr, Which 
equally TurprHed and grieved me. The proprie- 
tor of a country parifh, if he has the tru$ pride 
&nd feeling of his ftation,- wiH" confidfer hintfelf 
as a kind of fovereign bf the domain ; bound, 
like all other fovereigns, as much for his own 
fake as for thteirs, to promote the interefts and 
the happindi t>f his people. So much of both 
depend on the ''choice of their paftor, that per- 
haps there is no appointment which he has thfe 
power of making, more rhtfterial to the prefpew 
rity and good order of hiscftate. The advantaged 
of rational religion, or the evils w"hich arife frorA 
its abufe, which are often the effe&s of a proper 
fcr improper ndtriiriatibn of a {rtergyman, fornli k 
character of the people of * diftrift not more irn* 
portant to their morals and eternal interefts, thafe 
to their temporal welftre and profperfty. 
• I was very much pletf feb\ in rny late'vint'at 
t CohnetCauJtie\ Wiethe, appearance and deport* 
hient 6f the J clergyman of his parifh, Who was a 
frequtnt vifitor of my friend^ and 'his fitter's; 
The Colonel, after "drawing his diara&er in *a 
vtry favourable Way, concluded with telling me^ 
that 'hV had fefeh ToWetMn'g^f^the world,: harirrg 

officiated 
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officiated in the early part of his life as the chap- 
lain of a regiment. To this circumfiance, I con- 
fefs, I was inclined to impute fome of the Colo- 
nel's predilection in. his favour ; but a. little ac- 
quaintance with him convinced me, that he had 
done the good man no more than juftice in his 
eulogium. There was fomething of a placid 
dignity in his afpe&j of apolitenefs, not of form 
but of fentiment,. in his manner ; of a miJdnefs, 
undebafed by. flattery, in his converfation,equally 
pleafing and refpeftable* He had now no fami- 
ly, as Mifs Canftic informed mej having had the 
misfortune to lofe his wife* and two children flie " 
had brought him, a good many years. ago* But' 
bis parilhiqiierf, are his family* fajd . fhe^ H«- 
look indeed was parental, with fomething-abovtf • 
the cares, but not^he parities of this world $ andv • 
over a caft of ferioufnefs, aad ;perhaps melan* 
choly, that, feemed to be referred for himfcttf^ 
there wasan eafy cheerfulnefs^and.now. and then' 
a gaiety, thatfpoke to the innocent pleafurcs of 
jife a language of kindnefe and indulgence. 

" 'Tis the religion of* gentleman, 9 ' faid Colo* 
nel Cauftic.?— " '.Tis the religion .of a philofo* 
pher," faid 1.!' — *f 9 Tis fotpething more .ufeftJ' 
•than either," faid bis fitter* ." Did you know 
his labours, as I have fon\etimes.occafion to do ! 
The compofer of different^ ;, the promoter of 
peace and of contentment ; the encouragcr of, 
induftry, fobriety, and all the virtues that make 

the 



d by Google 



NV40. TJH£ LOUNGER. 41 

the lower racks profperous and happy. He gives 
to religion a certain. gracioufnefs. which allures 
to its fcrvice, yet in his owil conduit he takes 
lefs indulgence than many that preach its ter- 
rors. T^e duties of his fun&ion are his plea- 
fares, and his doftrine is, that every man will 
experience the fame thing, if he brings his mind 
fairly to the trial : that; to fill our ftation well is 
in every ftation to be 'happy." 

" The great and the wealthy, I have heard the 
good man fay/' continued the excellent fitter of 
my friend, " to whom refinement a**d fancy open 
a thoufaad fources of delight, do not make the 
proper allowance for the inferior rank of mem 
That rank has fcarce any exercife of mind or 
imagination but one, and that one rs religion ; we 
are not to wonder if it fometimes wanders into 
the. gloom of fuperftition, or the rfilds of enthu- 
fiafm. To keep this principle wa*m but pure, to 
teach it. as the gofpel has taught it 4 * the mother 
of good .works,* as encouraging, rK# excufing our 
duties, the guids at the fame time, and the fweet^ 
ner of life : to difpenfe this facred treafute as .the 
balm of diftrefs, the cordial of difeafe, the con- 
queror of death ! Thefe are the privileges which 
I enjoy, which Ihope I have ufed for the good of 
my people : They have hitherto flied fatisfa&ion 
on my life, and I truft will fmooth its clofe !" 

" 'Tis the religion of a Chriftian !" faid Mift 
Cauftic. 
Z 
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N° 4L Saturday, Nov. 12, 1785. 
Pandere rts aha nofli ft tallglne tntrfas. Vino, 

To the AutHOR of the Lounoir* 

SIR, 

*T* HOUGH the prefent age is undoubtedly 
poflefled of a great deal of knowledge and 
fcience of which former periods could notboaft, 
yet it muft, on the other hand, be allowed, 
that we are apt to plume ourfelves upon our 
acquirements fully as much as we are entitled 
to. We pretend a fuperiority over ancient times, 
not only on account of the difcoverles we have 
made, but of the prejudices we have overcome, 
and fmile with a contemptuous felf-importance 
"on the eafy faith of our anceftors. 

Of this latter fort is the credit which almoft 
every modern takes for a total difbelief of fpirits, 
apparitions, and witches. Not a fchool-boy now- 
a-days who does not laugh at the exiftence of 
witchcraft and forcery ; and, if he has ever heard 
of the ftatute-book, he filences every argument, 
by the quotation of the ail ofparliament which 

repealed 

Digitized by VjOO? iC 



N* 4 i. THE LOUNGER. 4J 

repealed the ancient laws by which thofc crimes 
were punifliable, and thus exprefled the fen fe of 
the legiflature that no fuch crimts exifted. 

Yet it is certain, that many of the wifeft a J ild 
beft-iriformed dmong our forefathers had a firm 
belief in the exiftence of witchcraft and forcery, 
and one of the mod learned of our Monarchs ac- 
tually wfote a treatife on the fubjecl. To this 
fome of the lefs a'flliming of our modern fceptics 
anfwer, that though, at' the time of paffing the 
old laws now repealed, and of writing that royal 
andkarned treatife above mentioned, fuch a dia- 
bolical art and myfter.y might really and truly 
prevail.^ yet how, in "the eighteenth* '.century, jt 
is no longer pra&ifed, "and "that witchcraft,"con'- 
juration, and forcery, are entirely abolifhed and 
unknown. 

I, for 'my part, have more reverence for the 
penetration of our forefathers, than to fuppofc 
they could have been deceived as to what hap-r 
pened in their own time ; and further, I- am not 
afliamed to confefs my belief that even yet there 
drifts fuch an art as that of witchcraft ; nor do I 
defpair of bringing over my readers to this opi- 
nion, if they will liften with candour to the proofs 
I propofe in this paper to bring in fupport of it. 

I conceive the faireft way of doing this to be, 
to cite, from thebeft authority among the old 

writers* 
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writers, the appearances they particularly re- 
marked, and the fads they fpecifically fet forth, 
of the practice of this unchriftian and diabolical 
art in their time j and then to appeal to the ex* 
perience and obfervation of every unprejudiced 
perfon, whether fuch appearances and fads are 
not at this day frequently and commonl/ ffeen 
and known. If this be allowed, it may, I think, 
fairly be prefumed, that the fame caufes produce 
the fame effefls, that thefe extraordinary phae- - 
nomena are now, as formerly, the effeft of un- 
natural means, to wit, of witchcraft, forcery, or *' 
conjuration. 

TJ}e treatffe of King James I fhould certainly 
chufe as the higheft authority on x this ftbje£l, 
were it not, from its diaiogiftic faring ratherdif* 
fufe, and not eafily comprcflible into the fhort 
limits of your paper. I /ball therefore extnad, 
from another writer, a contemporary of that wife 
and learned monarch, a more .brief account of 
the different forts of witchcraft, which, however,, 
is chiefly taken from, and in moft particulars- 
entirely agrees wi{h the Dialogues of the King- 
on that fabjeft. 

" I think it good," fays that writer^ "-in thifc 

place to fet down the divers forts andelafles of 

thofe unlawful and accurfed^ealetfrin witchcraft,. 

conjuration^enchantment, and forcery, on whom 

* ' •* '' the. 
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the late wife anfl yqhoUfo aver law (atiHo ftcnndo y 
vulgo primoy Jwb> £op 9 \i2*) /doth* fpeeially at- 
tach. ^ , , . 

" i« These are who, moulding images of per* 
fims on .whom they mean to praStlfe, and making 
up the fame to fomething of human fimilitude, 
with wax, paint, hair, and other materials, do 
ftiqk into tfee feme y fetflars* taftg pins, and other 
piercing jsveapoasv and ^at the laft laying the fame 
before si firing fire, a* the wax of the image 
meltetjh away* fo doth the flefh of the poor wight 
whom it reprefentistb (which was at fir ft tortured 
ind torn as with the wounding of fitch {harp 
in(lr f mr\CQts^s; afor^faid X burn and cotifame with 
ftrAD^j>ain»ao4pinieg3. 

w £• Chhewthere be, exceeding rife In Lap- 
land^jFinland,and other wild parts of the world, 
who. »t *heir nightly meetings, by incantations 
and uncouth form ©f words, calling *the arch fiend 
to their aid, and being fometiines armed with 
charms, and arnuiets of ftrange fhape and divers 
colours, theft withered and deviiUh hags do raife 
ftorms, tempefts, and angry appearances of the 
iky, to the wreck of many goodly fhips, and 
rich merchandise* 

« 3, A third kmd is of thofe who being more 
ftirrtd with the greed of lucre, than pricked on 
(as the two laft- mentioned forts) with anger and 
revenge, do, by compact with die devil, procure 

to 
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to themfelve^ much wealth' in gold^ filver, and- 
precious ftones, whichithey find in chefts, caf-* 
kets, and other places, into which no man could 
gut the fame by any-natural means* But herein 
oft-times is manifeft the notable decetf of th<* 
great father of lies, that th$ : £airf gold and other 
precious things, (hay* in a. ihort fpace, be turned 
again into {tones, drofs, or other unvalued fub- 
fiances, whereof Satan (a$ may be conjeftured) 
did. firfl by his power and art make and fafhioa 
the fame. 

; c ? 4* There i$ likewife; to be noted a power 
which fuch wizards, and; foroerers do poffefs, of 
transporting themfelves ipvifibly, fo that no man 
knoweth whence they came, nor whither they 
go, and of entering hqufe$,_ though the, fame be 
barred, againft them in, a.1] manner o{ ufu^l paf-' 
fage and acqef% difqui$$tng afod affrayiftg-jtjbe ifo* 
habitants thereof !i.,-.tlxwgfc .generally (a$ our 
Royal; Mafter w?}J_obfirrvetJi in his mod learned 
Dialogue on Dern#nologie* book iii. chap. i. J, 
when thofe wizards or. fpirits. (for their kind and 
lpefies fesmp&flo* yveUd^tsmyned) haunt cer^ 
tain houfef tfoatare 4wjrft i», it is. a iure tofcen 
of grofle ignorance, or of fomegnofle and flank 
^erous. finnes amojigftthe iphabi*ams> thereof**' 
f Now, tp bring examples! of the various kjn<Js. 
pf witchcraft; fimilar to the above, whiqb ftill oon- 
tiny? to be praftjfed. in, modern time$, . Is not 

' 2 * Mifs 
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l^ifs — p- 5 to whofe health I have drank To many 
bumpers, plainly a witch of the firft clafs ? Does 
fjie not make up an image like a human one, 
with wax (other wife pomatum) and paint (as is- 
fometimes alleged), hair, arid other materials, 
#ick into the fame faffars^ long pins, and other 
piericing weapons, and which caufeth thoft on 
whom fhe intends to pra<5Hfe to burn and con-, 
fume with ftrange pains and pinings ?' I nVuft 1 
farther obferve here, that my author, on this part 
Qlhbifubjefi,. differs from his Royal Matter on' 
tJte-q]Qe#ioj^ " Whether it is: lawful, by the help 
oft another .watch, to cure the dlfeafethat is caften 
on by the craft of the firft'?** whichqueftion the 1 
King had anfwered in the negative 5 but this later 
writer argues for the lawfulnefs of that mode 
qfcune. Our modern Switched accordingly feem? 
ajfljofi univerfaliy to agree in the latter opinion* 
• The nightly meetings of the older fpecies of 
VHtqh, mentione4 by the above author in thefe- 
cond place, have furely come within the know- 
ledge of nioft of my readers. In the inner room 
of fome very great ladies houfes, on what is 
tfalled (by a phrafe probably borrowed from this 
very a& of witchcraft) & /^«/*nigbt, are not cer- 
tain magical founds andincantaifions ufed ? Is not 
the arch fiend frequently called on by name ? 
Are there not, on a table, fometimes in a little 
caldron, amulets to be feenof ftrange fhapes and 

divers 
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divers colours ? Are there not ftorms raifed, and 
angry appearances ? Undoubtedly all thofe cir- 
cumftances are known to exift. That, however, 
no innocent perfon may fuffer from my accufa- 
tion, and that the Lord of any fuch great Lady 
may not, like the good DukeofGloucefter of old, 
fuffer for the witchcraft of his wife, I muft in 
juftice add, that the hufbands of thefe ladies are 
in general no conjurers. 

Of the third kind of thofe unlawful dealers 
with the devil, there is no want of examples 
among us. Do we not fee men every day, who, 
by compact with the devil (for we know not of 
any natural means by which they could accom- 
plish it), procure to themfelves much wealth, 

gold, filver, and precious (tones ? Is not Mr. , 

who was a few years ago worth nothing, but who 
now keeps his chariot, entertains people of the 
firft fafhion, gives the moft fumptuous entertain- 
ments, and drinks the higheft priced wines ; ia 
fhort, vies in expence with men of the great eft. 
fortunes, evidently a conjuror of this clafs ? As 
to the tranfmutation of this gold and other pre- 
cious materials into their former ftate of drofs, 
and other things of no value, I leave that point 
of fimilitudc to the evidence of thofe gentlemen's 
creditors. 

As to the fpecics defer ibed in the fourth fedion 
of the learned author above quoted, I fee in moft 

houfes 
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houfes of fashionable rcfort wizards of a defcrip- 
tion refembling thofe who poffefs the power of 
invifible tranfportation mentioned by this writer ; 
men whofe defcent nobody knows, of whom no 
one can tell whence they came, and who them- 
felves confefs their ignorance whither they fhall 
go, who talk of intimacies with people of moft 
diftinguifhed rank, both at home and abroad, and 
give hints of having been in the moft private re- 
cedes of palaces and hotels, who muft undoubt- 
edly have been carried thither by fome fuperna- 
turftl power, and who, according to the tefti- 
mony of people who are known to have been in 
fome of thofe places at the time", muft have actu- 
ally been there in an invifible ftate. Is it not 
alfo commonly a token (as our author phrafes 
it) of ** groffe ignorance and flanderous finne" in 
the inhabitants of the houfes where fuch wizards 
or fpirits do for the moft part haunt ? Do not 
many of 'them get into fiifch houfes, though the 
doors are»barred againftthem, and all manner of 
ufual accefs is denied i And fs not the cure of 
fuch a plague exa&ly the fame in thefe days as 
in the time of King James," w by prayer to God 
tifed in the houfe," or ** by the inhabitants there- 
of purging themfelves, by amendment of life, 
from fuch finnes as have procured the extraor- 
dinary plague of thofe evil fpirits haunting the 
lamer' 

Vol. II. D 1 think 
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I think I have now fully evinced the truth of 
4he proportion with which I fet out. I IhaU 
only add one other inftance, of which I think, 
.Sir, you are particularly qualified to atteft the 
truth. An author of a periodical paper, who 
knows the minds of the -ladies better than them- 
selves 5 who reads characters as a phyfician reads 
4lifeafes, by merely looking on the faces of his 
patients ; who can prognofticate the change of 
manners, the rife of fafliions, the downfal of 
wits, and the decay of beauties ;— if fuch a man 
is not a conjuror, he is abiolutely good for no- 
thing. I am, &c. 

ANTIQUO-MODERNUS. 

Z 
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N°42. Saturday, November 19, 1785. 
To the Author of the Lounger. 



I 



SIR, 

WAS much pleafed witR the mention made 

by your friend Colonel Cauftic, of our poet 
Hamilton of Bangour. I have always regarded 
him as holding a diftinguiflied rank among the 
fine writers of his age, and as having done fignal 
credit to the genius of his country. Yet his 
works do not appear to me^ to be fo well known, 
nor to be heFd in fuch high efteem, as they de- 
fcrvc. Permit me, therefore, to recommend 
them to your readers. 

The poems of Hamilton difplay regular defign, 
juft fentiments, fanciful invention, pleafing fen- 
fibility, elegant di&ion, and fmooth verification. 
His genius was aided by tafte, and his tafte was 
improved by knowledge. He was not only well 
acquainted with the moft elegant modern writers, 
but with thofe of antiquity. Of thefe remarks, 
his poem entitled Contemplation, or 27;* Triumph 
efLove, affords fufficient illuftration. 

The defign of this Poem is regular. The Poet 

difplays in it the ftruggles, relapfes, recoveries, 

D 2 and 
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and final difcomfiture of a mind driving with an 
obftinate and habituated pafllon. It has, in the 
language of the critics, a beginning, a middle, 
and an end. It exhibits an aclion in its rife, pro- 
£refs, and termination. The Poet reprefents 
himfelf as wifhing to withdraw his thoughts from 
inferior fubje£ts, and fix them on fuch as he holds 
better fuited to a rational, and ftill more to a phi- 
losophical fpir it. He muft be aided in this high 
cxercife by Contemplation, and the afSftance of 
this auguft pexfonage muft be duly folicited. 
Accordingly, the Poem opens with a fine addrefs 
to the " Voice divine," the Power of Poetry ; 

Go forth,, invok'd, O Voice divine 1 
And ifllie from thy facrcd flirine ! 
Go, fearch each folitude around 
Where Contemplation may be found, &c. 

But Contemplation muft not only be duly foli- 
cited, but properly received and attended ; and 
therefore a company of various but fuitable allo- 
cates are invited : 

Bring Faith, endued with eagle eyes, 
That joins this earth to diftant fkies, &c. 
Devotion, high above that foars, 
And fings exulting, and adores, &c. 
Laft, to crown all, with thefe be join'd 
The decent nun, fair Peace of Mind, 

Whom 
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Whom Innocence, ere yet betray'd, 
Bore young in Eden's happy (hade ; 
Refign'd, contented, meek,, and mild, 
Of blamelefs mother, blamelefe child.. 

In like manner, fuch pafiions as are adverfe tcr 
Gontemprati'on are very property prohibited ; and 
hi this catalogue are included, among others, Su- 
perftition r Zeal, Hypocrify, Malice, and all in- 
human affections. The roet feems chiefly foli- 
eitous" to prohibit Love* Of him and his intru- 
sion he appears particularly apprehenftve^ Yct T 
in the confidence cfnis prefentmood, he would 
dlfguife his apprehenfions, and treats this formi- 
dable adverfary, not only with defiance, but witft> 
contempt. 

But chiefly Love, Love fair off fityy 
Nor interrupt my privacy. 
*Tis not for thee, capricious power,, 
Weak tyrant of a fev'rifh hour, 
Fickle, and ever in extremes, 
My radiant day of Reafon beams y 
And foBer Contemplation's ear 
Difdains thy fyren tongue ta hear.- 
Speed thee on changeful wings away 
To where thy willing flaves obey. 
Go, herd amongft thy wonted train, 
The falfe, th* inconftant, and the vain £ 
Thou baft no fubje& here ; begone ! 
Contemplation comes anon. 

D 3 The 
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The aftion proceeds. The Poet attends to fo- 
lemn objefls ; engages in important inquiries ; 
confiders the diverfified condition of human life; 
dwells on the ample provifion made by nature 
for human happinefs ; dwells on the happinefs 
of fecial affe&ions ; is thus led imperceptibly to 
think of love ; mentions Monimia, and relapfes. 

Ah me ! What, helplefs, have I faid ? 
Unhappy, by myfelf betrayM ! 
I deem'd, but ah ! I deem'd in vain, 
From the dear image to refrain, &c. 

He makes another effort, but with equal fuc- 
cefs ; he makes another, and another j he will 
exalt his mind by a&s of devotion, or plunge inta 
the gloom of melancholy. But the influences of 
the predominant paflion ftill return to the charge, 
and reftore their objedt : on the heights of devo- 
tion, or in the {hades of melancholy, he ftill 
meets with Monimia. Such is the progrefs of 
the Poem ; and, in the conclufion, we have an 
interefting view of the Poet, yielding to his ad- 
verfary, but ftriving to be refigned. 

Pafs but fome fleeting moments o'er, 
This rebel heart ihall beat no more, &c. 

The juftnefs of the Poet's fentiments is next to 
be mentioned. He illuftrates the power of ha- 
bituated paffion over reafon and refle&ion. Far- 
ther, he illuftrates, that, though the attention 

be 
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be engaged 1 with objefis of the moft oppofiter 
kind to that of the reigning paffion, yet ftill it 
returns He fhews too, that this happens, not- 
withftanding the moft determined refolutions and 
purpofes to the contrary. All this he does not 
formally? but by ingenious and indirect infinua-* 
tion^ He alfo illuftrates a curious procefs in the 
eondu& of our intelledlual powers, when under 
die dominion of ftrong emotion,- He fhews the? 
manner by which prevailing paflions influence 
eur thoughts in the aflbciation of ideas ; that 
they do itot throw their obje&s upon the mini 
abruptly, or without coherence, but proceed by a* 
regular progrefs : for that, how different foever 
ideas or obje&s may be from one another,, the- 
prevailing or habituated paffion renders the mind 
acute in difcerning among them common quali- 
ties, or circumftances of agreement or corre- 
fpondence y otherwife latent or not obvious : That 
thefe common qualities are dexterouffy ufed by 
the mind, as uniting links, or means of tranfition ; 
and that thus, not incoherently, but by the na- 
tural connexion moft commonly of refemblance*. 
the ruling paffion brings its own objedt to the fore 
ground, and into perfect view. Thus our Poet,, 
in the progrefs of his a&ion, has recourfe to 
friendfhip. He dwells on the liappinefs that 
conne&ion beftows; he wifhes for a faithful 
friend * his imagination figures fuch a perfon, 
D 4 In 
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In whofe foft and gentle bread 
His weary foul may take her reft 5 

and then, by eafy tranfition, inverts this friend 
with a female form, with the form of Monimia : 

Grant Heaven, if Heaven means blifs for me, 
Monimia fuch and long may be. 

In like manner, having recourfe to devotion, 
in a fp'rit of rational piety, he folicits the aid of 
Heaven to render him virtuous. He perfonifies 
Virtue i places her in a triumphal car*, attended 
by a fuitable train ; one of her attendants, a fe- 
male diftinguilhed by high pre-eminence, muft 
alfo be diftinguilhed by fuperior beauty, muft re- 
femble the faireft of human beings, muft re- 
ferable Monimia ; 

While chief in beauty, as in place, 
She charms with dear Monimia's grace. 
Monimia ftill, here once again! 
O ! fatal name ; O dubious flrain, &c. 
Far off the glorious rapture flown, 
Monimia rages here alone. 
In vain, Love's fugitive, I try 
From the commanding power to fly, Sec- 
Why didft thou, cruel Love, again 
Thus drag me back to earth and pain ? 
Well hop'd I, Love, thou wouldft retire 
Before the blefs'd Jeflean lyre, 

Devotion** 
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Devotion's harp would charm to reft 
The evil fpirit in my bread. 
But the deaf adder ftill difdains 
To liften to the chanter's drains. 

The whole poem illuftrates the difficulty and ne- 
ce/Iity of governing our thoughts, no. lefs thai! 
our paflions. 

In enumerating the mod remarkable qualities 
in Hamilton's poetical works, befidcs regularity 
of defign, and juftnefs of thought or fentiment," t 
mentioned fanciful-invention ;and of this particu- 
lar I fliall r in like manner* offer fome illuftration. 
' Fanciful invention is, in truth, the quality that, 
of all others, diftinguiflies, and is chiefly charac- 
terise of poetical compofition. The beauties of 
defign, fentiment, and' language, belong to every 
kind of fine writing : But invention alone creates 
the Poet, and is a term nearly of the fame nulli- 
fication with poetical genius. A poet is faid to 
have more or lefs genius, according to his powers 
of fancy or invention. That Hamilton poflefles 
a confiderable portion of this talent, is manifeft 
in many of his csmpofitions, and particularly fo 
in his Contemplation. This appears evident from 
fome paflages already quoted. But, though our 
Poet poiTeffes powers of invention, he is not en- 
dowed- with all the powers of invention, nor 
with thofe of every kind. His genius feems 
D 5, qualified 
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qualified for describing fome beautiful fcenes and 
objedls of external nature, and for delineating 
■with the embellifhments of allegory, fome paf- 
fions and affedions of the human mind. 

Still, however, his imagination is employed 
among beautiful and engaging, rather than among 
awful and magnificent images ; and even when 
he prefents us with dignified obje&s, he is more 
grave than lofty, more folemn than fublime, as 
in the following paffage : 

Now fee ! the fpreading gates unfold, 
Difplay'd the facred leaves of gold. 
Let me with holy awe repair 
To the folemn houfe of pray'r ; 
And as I go, O thou ! my heart, 
Forget each low and earthly part. 
Religion enter in my breaft, 
A mild and venerable gueft ! 
Put off, in contemplation drownM, 
Each thought impure in holy ground ; 
And cautious tread, with awful fear, 
The courts of heaven ;— for God is here. 
Now my grateful voice I raife, 
Ye angels, fwell a mortal's praife, 
To charm with your own harmony 
The ear of him who fits on high. 

It was alfo faid, that our poet poflefled pleafing 
fenfibility. It is not afferted that he difplay* 

thole 
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thofe vehement tumults and ecftacies of paffion^ 
that belong to the higher kinds of lyric and dra- 
matic compofition. He is not fhaken with ex- 
ceffive rage, nor melted with overwhelming for- 
row ; yet when he treats of grave or affecting 
fabje&s, he exprefles a, plaintive and engaging 
foftnefs. Hfe is never violent and abrupt, and is 
more tender than pathetic. Perhaps the " Braes 
of Yarrow," one of the fineft ballads ever writ- 
ten, may put in a claim to fuperior diftindionV 
But even with this exception, I (hould think our 
poet more remarkable for engaging tendernefs,* 
than for deep and affecting pathos. Of this 
his epitaph, beginning with " Could this fair 
marble," affords illuftratiom 

In like manner, when he exprefles joyful fen- 
timents, or defcribes fcenes and objects of fefti- 
vity, which he does very often, he difplays good v 
humour and eafy cheerfulnefs, rather than the 
tranfports of mirth or the brilliancy of wit. In- 
one of the beft of his poems, addrefled to Lady 
Mary Montgomery, . he adorns fprightlinefs of 
thought, graceful eafe, and good humour, with* 
eorrefponding language and numbers. In this 
performance a number of female characters are 
defcribed in the livelieft manner, charadlerifed^ 
with judgment,, and diftinguKhed with acute 
difcernment. Thus, in the following indirect 
D 6r - defcrip,- 
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defcription, we have the dignity of female ex- 
cellence : 

— Heavenly Charlotte, form divine, 
Love's univerfa! kingdom's thine : 
Anointed Queen ! all unconfin'd, 
Thine is the homage of mankind. 

In another paflage, we have a fine pi&ure of 
the gentler and livelier graces : 

In everlafting blufhes feen, 
Such Pringle fhines, of fprightly mien : 
To her the power of love imparts, 
Rich gift ! the foft fuccefsful arts, 
That beft the lover's fires provoke, 
The lively ftep, the mirthful joke; 
The fpeaking glance, the am'rous wile, 
The fportful laugh, the winning fmilej 
Her foul awak'ning every grace, 
Is all abroad upon her face ; 
In bloom of youth ft ill to furvive, 
All charms are there, and all alive. 

Elfe where we have a melodious beauty: 

Artift divine ! to her belong 
The heavenly lay, and magic fong, &c«— . 
Whene'er flie fpeaks, the joy of all, 
Soft the filver accents fall, &c. 

The tranfitions in this poem are peculiarly 
happy. Such are the following : 

Strike 
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Strike again the golden lyre, 

Let Hume the notes of joy infpire, &c— — - 

But who is flie, the general gaze 

Of fighing crowds, the world's amaze, 

Who looks forth as the blufhing morn, 

On mountains of the eaft new born, &c— . 

Fair is the lily, fweet the rofe, 

That in thy cheek, ODrummond, glows, &c» 

I have dwelt fo long, and I could not avoid it, 
on the preceding particulars, that I have not left 
myfelf room for illuftrations of our Poet's lan- 
guage and verfification. I obferved, in general, 
that thefe were elegant and melodious ; and fo 
every reader of genuine tafte will feel them. 
They are not, however, unexceptionable; and if 
in another letter I fhould give farther illuftra- 
tion of our author's poetical chara&er, I fliall 
hold myfelf bound, not only to mention fome ex- 
cellencies, but alfo fome blemifhes in his verfe 
and didioh. I am, &c. 

PHILOMUSOS. 



I have given the above letter, which I received 
fome time ago from an unknown correfpondenf, 
to my readers, from a belief that they will feel 
themfelves interefted in the Works of a Poet, 
who not only was born and refided in Scotland^ 

but 
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but whofe pencil was particularly employed iw 
delineating the eminent chara&ers of both fexes 
in our native country at the time in which he 
lived. It will not, methinks, require the enthu- 
fiafm of a "laudator temporis a<Sti/* like Colo- 
nel Cauftic, to receive a peculiar fetisfa&ion in 
tracing the virtues and the beauty of a former 
age, in the verfes of one who appears to have fo* 
warmly caught the fpirit of the firft, to have fo 
warmly felt the power of the latter. Nor may 
it be altogether without a moral ufe, to fee, in 
the poetical record of a former period, the man- 
ners of our own country in times of lefs luxury* 
but not perhaps of lefs refinement ; when Falhion 
feems to have conferred fuperiorities fully as in- 
trinfic as any fhe can boaft at prefent; to have 
added dignity of fentiment to pride of birth, and 
to have inverted fuperior beauty with fuperior 
grace and higher accomplifliments. 



d by Google 



N'43- THE LOUNGER. 63 

N°43. Saturday, November 26, 1785^ 
To the Author of the Lounger, 

SIR, Jhire, 08. 1785. 

A T the age of thirty-five I fucceeded, by the 
death of a near relation, to a confiderable 
land eftate. Upon this event I refolved to fix my 
refidence at the family manfion-houfe. I wa$ 
very little acquainted with that part of the coun- 
try where it was fituated ; but I was told it was 
in an uncommonly good neighbourhood ; and that 
I fhould be particularly fortunate in having it in 
my power to enjoy an excellent fociety. I found 
a tolerable library of old books, to which I added 
a pretty extenfive colle&ion of modern ones : 
From the perufal of them, from the attention 
which I propofed to give to the culture of a part 
of my eftate which I meant to farm myfelf, and 
from the enjoyment which I expedted to reap 
from the company and converfation of my good 
neighbours, I was in hopes that my life would 
Aide on in a very agreeable manner. 

Being naturally of an eafy temper, and de- 

firous of being on good terms with every one 

5 around 
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around me, as foon as I came to fix my abode, I 
made it a principal obje£t to get acquainted with 
my neighbours,, and to eftablifti a familiar inter- 
courfe between us. Our firft vifits were rather 
formal and diftant ; but this gradually wore off, 
and our correfpondence became frequent and re- 
peated. Their invitations to me were numerous ; 
and I did not fail to afk them in return. I en- 
deavoured to make my welcome as warm as 
theirs, and to treat them with the fame marks of 
hofpitality which, I received. 

But, Sir, I now find that what I expe<3ed 
would have been one of the blefiings of my fitua- 
tion, has become one of its greateft misfortunes.. 
My neighbours^ having once found the way to 
my houfe, are now fcarce ever out of it. When 
they are idle in the mornings, which is almoft 
always the cafe, they direct their ritffe or thei* 
walk my way, and pay a friendly vifit to their, 
neighbour Daltom I am by this means inter- 
rupted in my attention to niy far.m, and have not 
time left to give the neceffary orders. It is vain, 
to think of making ufe of my library: When I. 
fit, down to read,. I am diftunbed before I get the. 
length of a few pages, and am obliged to break 
off in the midft of an interefting ftory, or an in- 
ftru£tive piece of reafoning. 1 cannot deny my- 
felf, or order my fervants to tell I am not at • 
home. This is one of your privileges in town : 

but 
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but in the country, if one's horfes are in the' 
liable, or one's chaife in the coach-houfe, one is 
of neceflity bound to receive all intruders. In 
this manner are my mornings conftantly loft,, 
and I am not allowed to have a fingle half hour 
to myfelf. 

This, however, is one of the flighteft of my 
diftrefles; the morning intrufions are nothing to 
the more formal v.ifitations of the afternoons. 
Hardly a day panes without my being obliged to 
have a great dinner for the reception of my 
neighbours; and when they are not with me, 
good neighbourhood, I am told, requires I mould 
be with them, and give them my vifitations in 
return. Even of the very beft company, where 
the very beft converfation takes place, a man is 
apt, at leaft I have felt this in myfelf, fometimes 
to tire, and to wifh for the indulgence of that 
Mleflhefs, that fort of dreaming indolence, which 
you, Sir, are fo well acquainted with, and which 
can only be had alone. But to be conftantly ex- 
pofed to be in a crowd, a crowd fele&ed from no 
other circumftance than from their refiding with- 
in ten miles of you ; — the keeper of an inn is not, 
in point of company, in a worfe fituation f. 

But the merely being obliged to fpend my 
mornings in the way I have delcribed, and. my 
afternoons in a conftant crowd of promifcuous 
.company, is not the only evil I have to compfain 

of. 
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of. The manner in which I am obliged to fpend 
it in that company is ftill more difagreeable^ 
Hofpitality in this part of the country does not 
confift folely in keepingan open houfe, and receiv- 
ing all your neighbours for many miles round * 
but one muft fill them drunk, and get drunk 
with them one's felf. Having no fund of con- 
verfation with which they can entertain their 
landlord or each other, they are obliged to have 
recourfe to their glafs to make up for every 
other want, and deficiency of matter is fupplied 
by repeated bumpers. It is a favourite maxim 
here, that Converfation fpoils good company m y and 
this maxim is moft invariably followed in prac- 
tice, unlefs noife and vociferation^ after the fwal~ 
lowing of more than one bottle, can be called 
converfation. Without injuftice it may be faid 
©f moft of my neighbours, that when fober they 
are filent, and when not fober,. it were better they 
remained filent. I have frequently made efforts 
to check the riot and intemperance of my guefts, 
and to with-hold the bottle from them, when I 
have thought they have drunk fully as much as 
was good for them ; but I have always found 
myfelf unable to do it. I fhould hate to be call- 
ed a ftingy fellow ; and I know, if I were to efta- 
blifh fobriety, I fhould be called ftingy. When 
I cannot keep my guefts fober, I fometimes try 
to efcape the glafs, and to be fober myfelf: But r 

whe* 
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when I do this, I find fomc of them look upon 
me with an evil eye, as if I meant to be a fpy upon 
the unguarded moments of my guefts ; others 
laugh at me for giving myfelf a«s, as they call 
it ; and I cannot bear to be laughed at. 

But riot and drunkennefs are not all the ills I 
have to fubroit to. After we have drunk oceans 
of liquor, cards are commonly propofed ; and 
gambling and drunkennefs, though very unfit 
companions, are joined together. We do not 
play for a very deep flake, but flill we play for 
fomething confiderable. I do not like to lofe, 
and yet it is equally difagreeable to win. I am 
commonly pretty lucky ; and, in a run of luck, 
often fuffer a good deal in gaining their guineas 
from people who I know well cannot afford ta 
lofe them. It is a mortifying fpeftacle, to fee 
thofe who are frequently together, and feem to 
be the greateft friends when the bottle is going 
round, after they have drunk as much as they 
can hold, fit down to pilfer one another of fums 
which they cannot eafily pay, and which, in their 
fober moments, they will feel the diftrefs of 
paying. 

Sometimes, to avoid play, I counterfeit fleepi- 
nefs, and efcape to bed. But this does not break 
up the party ; — they are only left more at their 
liberty ; and the morning is far advanced before 
matters are brought to a conclufion. The evil 

coa- 
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confequences of this to my domeftic ceconomy 
are obvious. My family is difturbed with noife 
during the whole night, and my fervants are 
prevented from going to bed. My boufe is thus 
rendered a fcene of coafufion, and every houfe- 
hokf concern is neglected. I wilh to get up be- 
times in the morning, and to have breakfaft at 
an early hour : But this cannot be accomplished ; 
for when I ring for John to bring up the tea- 
kettle, I am told he has not been above an hour 
in bed. 

The corruption of the higher orders of the fa* 
mily I find is fpreading among the lower. Go- 
ing into the fervants hall one night at a late hour, 
when I had efcaped from the gambling party in 
the drawing-room, I found the whole fervants 
engaged at brag. I could hardly be angry at 
them j they were only doing on a fmaller fcale 
what was a -doing on a larger above flairs ; and 
being forced to fit up all night,.they were obliged 
to fill up their time with fomething. 

I have thus, Sir, laid before you fome of the 
diftreffes of my fituation, all of which feem to 
proceed from my having a good neighbourhood. 
I have frequently refolved to exert myfelf man- 
fully to put a flop to thefe grievances, to quarral 
with all my neighbours, and to tell them, that 
for the future I am to lock up. my doors, and 
neither to give nor receive their vifits. But my 

refolutioa 
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refolution has hitherto failed me. One of the 
comforts I expe&ed to have received from Hying 
in the country, was, that I might live undrfturb- 
ed ; that ^he eafinefs of- my temper fhould not 
be broke in upon ; and that I fhould have no oc- 
cafion for vigorous exertion. Defirous of being 
on a good footing with every body, and unable 
to bear either the cenfure or the derifion of 
others, I have not been able, nor do I believe 
I ever (hall be able, to fummon up 'as much re- 
folution as to expofe myielf to the fcoro or to the 
hatred of thofe around me. 

In this fituation it has occurred to me, that if 
you think proper to publifh this letter, it may 
pofiibly* without my taking any ftronger mea- . 
fure, have a good effefi: ; it may perhaps afford 
a hint to my neighbours, which may relieve me 
in fome meafure, without any further ftir of 
mine. But if this fliall not happen, and if my . 
grievances fliall ftill continue, I find I fhall be 
obliged, however unwillingly, to give up my ha- 
bitation in the country, and to take a houfe in 
town, in order that I may fometimes enjoy the 
pleafures of folitude and retirement, and efcape 
ihe evils of a good neighbourhood. I am, &c. 

GEORGE D ALTON* 
JS 



d by Google 



Jo THE LOUNGER. N'44. 

>I 44. Saturday, December 3, 1785. 

To the Lounger, 

SIR, 
Y HAVE obferved, that the greateft part of 

your correfpondents have given you a detail 
of grievances and complaints. In difclofing their 
misfortunes, they have no doubt conveyed to 
your readers fome ufeful leflbns, for avoiding 
thofe errors of conduit which in general have 
been the caufe of them : But the pi&ure of hap- 
pinefs may often prove as inftrudive as that of 
calamity or diftrefs ; and, in that view, while I 
gratify my own feelings by the following narra- 
tive, I flatter myfelf it may not be unprofitable 
to others. 

My father, Sir, inherited an eftate in one of 
the northern counties of this kingdom, a pro- 
perty once confiderable, and which had been in 
his family for fome generations ; but which, 
during his life and that of my grandfather, had, 
from a certain eafinefs of temper bordering upon 
improvidence, and their humane endeavours to 
affift their needy relations, been fo greatly re- 
duced, that at my father's death it was neceffary 
to bring the eftate to fale for the payment of his 

debts. 
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debts. A trifling reverfion remained for the 
Support of my mother, myfelf, and an only fitter ; 
and with this flender provifion we betook our- 
felves to a fmall farm-houfe, which my mother 
rented from the new poffeflbr of our paternal 
lands. Here, by her uncommon induftry^ and 
<he exertions of a fpirit fuperior to her misfor- 
tunes, fhe maintained her little houfehold decent- 
ly and refpe£tably, while (he gained the etteem 
and admiration of the whole neighbourhood* 
My fitter, who was fome years younger than my- 
felf, was accuftomed almoft from infancy to bear 
her part in the management of the family. My 
mother had taught us reading, writing, and the 
firft rudiments of arithmetic; and the clergyman 
of the parifh was at pains to inftruft me in the 
elements of the Greek and Latin languages, of 
which, in a few years, I obtained a competent 
knowledge. This worthy man, whofe name was 
John/on^ had been the friend and companion of 
my father from their earlieft . infancy, and thus 
confidered htmfelf as bound by duty to be a 
guardian and parent to his children. He had 
himfelf an only daughter, of equal age with my 
fitter, and whom, in thofe days of childhood 
and innocence, I regarded alike with the affe&ion 
of a brother. But on this firft period of my life, 
though the recollection is delightful, I forbear to 
enlarge. 

I had 
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I had now attained my fifteenth year, and it 
became nec^flary to think of fome profeflion by 
which I might make my way in the world. My 
inclination led me to the ftudy of medicine, which 
I had profecuted for fome time with great affi- 
duity, when a near relation of my mother's, 
who warmly interefted Himfelf in our welfare, 
procured for me the commiffion of a furgeon's 
mate on board an Indiaman. The fhip to which 
I belonged was to fail within a fortnight after I 
received intelligenceof my appointment. My mo- 
ther prepared for me a flock of linens, and other 
nepeflaries, to which fhe added a purfe with 
fifteen guineas. The worthy Mr. Johnfon gave 
me a pocket-bible, with his,bleffing. .My fitter, 
and his daughter Emmy 9 gave me their tears ; 
for that was all they had to beftow : But from 
the tears of the latter I felt an emotipa of ten- 
dernefs beyond what even the affe&ion of a bro- 
ther could produce. I had unconfciouily nou- 
rished an attachment of which this parting firft 
taught me the force, but which, at the fame time, 
it obliged me to ftifle and conceal. 

After a voyage of fix months, our fhip arrived 
in the Ganges. During my flay at.Calcutta, I 
was fortunate enough to recommend tnyfelf to a 
countryman of my own, then high in the coun- 
cil ; by whofe intereft, with my Captain's leave, 
I .obtained an appointment of furgeon to a fmall 

fettlement 
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fcttlement of the Company's, which bordered on 

the territory of the Nabob of . Various, 

Sir, are the methods of acquiring Wealth in India. 
Of thefe the obvious and apparent are fo well 
known, that they need not be mentioned : The 
more myfterious coarfes to affluence, as I never 
was folicitous myfelf to unravel, fo I anil not well 
qualified to explain* It is enough for me to fay, 
that, with a good confcienc£,and during a twelve 
years exercife of a profefiion ferviceable to my 
fellow-creatures, I acquired what to me appeared 
a competency. In fhort, Sir, being now poflefled 
of a fortune of 25,000 1. I began to think of re- 
turning to my native country. I had, from time 
to time, during the laft years of my ftay in India, 
remitted fuch Aims to my mother, as I judged 
might enable her to exchange her toilfottie and 
parfimonious mode of life for eafe and comfort ; 
but (he wrote to me, that induftry was now be- 
come familiar, and even agreeable, that (he could 
not reli(h the bread of idlenefs, and that it was 
fufficient happinefs for her and for my After to 
be allured of my health and profperity. By the 
laft opportunity that preceded my leaving India, 
I had Acquainted my mother of my intention of 
returning home in the following fpring. This 
intention I put in execution $ and bringing with 
me the beft part of my fortune, landed in fafety 
on tl>e coaft of Britain, after an abfencc of thir- 
teen years and a half* 
Vol. II. E A few 
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A few days travelling brought me once more 
to the fpot of my nativity. I flopped in the 
afternoon within a few miles of the place, and 
wrote the following billet : 

" Jack Truman fends the bearer, his fervant, 
<c to acquaint his deareft mother and fifter, that 
" he is within aday's journey of Brookland farm, 

," and propofes, by God*s bleffing, to be with 
u them this evening." 

This note was meant to give them time to pre- 
pare for our meeting ; but I had not patience to 
wait my man's return, and fee out a fsw minutes 

-after him. I need not defcribe the emotions I 

-felt at fight of my native fields, the recolle&ton 

,©f which, diftance of place and length of time 
had rather endeared than impaired. I had little 
leifure to indulge the remembrance : My mother 

•and fifter, equally impatient with myfelf, had 
come out to watch the road by which I was to 
arrive. Our meeting was fuch as might be ex- 

rpesfted from affe&ion, heightened by the anicie- 
ties of abfence ; our joy, fuch as profperity can 
give to thofe to whom profperity has not always 

.been known, to thofe whom profperity enables 
to make others happy. 

You will eafily figure, Sir, thofe topics, which, 
after fo long an abfence, would naturally be the 
fubjeft of our eonverfation. One of the firft en- 
quiries I made was about the worthy Mr.John- 
fon and his amiable daughter. My mplner in- 
formed 
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formed me that this good man was then in the 
taft'ftageof a painful difeafe, under which he had 
languished above.three years, and which his con- 
ftitution could not thus long have refilled but for 
the tender care and dutiful attention of his daugh- 
ter Emmy ; but this affectionate child had, as 
was thought from that motive alone, reje&ed fe- 
veral advantageous offers of marriage. To this 
my fifter added, that fhe was one of the loyelieft 
and moft accomplished of women. 

On my way to the farm, I had remarked the 
ruinous appearance of the manfion-houfe, which 
had been the feat of my forefathers. My mother 
informed me, that the gentleman who purchafed 
the eftate from our family had been fome years 
dead ; and that his fon, by a courfe of extrava- 
gance, had fo embarraffed his fortune, that it was 
thought he would foon be obliged to fell the 
greateft part of his landed property. An oppor- 
tunity thus prefenting itfelf of recovering my 
paternal eftate, I determined to offer immediate- 
ly to become the purchafer, and flattered myfelf 
with the profpedt (I hope it was an honeft pride) 
of re-eftablifhing our ancient family in the do- 
main of their anceftors. 

The flrlt vifit I paid to Mr. Johnfon led me to 

form fchemes of a nature yet more delightful to 

my imagination. Long abfence, and the buflie 

of an adiive life, had lulled afleep without extin- 

E 2 guifljiag 
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guifhing that aflfe&ion with which his lovely 
daughter had infpired me in my early years. The 
fight of the beautiful Emma revived that paffion 
in its utmoft force, and convinced me that (he 
was the arbitrefs of my future happinefs or mi- 
fery. I thought I perceived in the tender con- 
fufion, the diffidence and modefty of her de- 
meanor, and in the fimplicity of a heart untaught 
to difguife its emotions, that I was far from be- 
ing indifferent to her ; nor was I deceived in ' 
this flattering idea. Her father's diflblution was 
faft approaching. He furvived my return but a 
few months ; and the laft act of his public duty 
was the union of our hands. 

Five years have elapfed fince that event ; and 
1 hope, Sir, you will not think my narrative te- 
dious, if I give a fliort fketch of the manner in 
which I have pafled that happy period. 

The tranfa&ion for the purchafe of our eftate 
was attended with very little difficulty ; and the 
reftoration of the family to its ancient territories 
was celebrated by all the tenants and cottagers 
with high feftivity, and every mark of heart-felt 
fatisfa&ion. I began immediately to repair the 
defolated manfion-houfe ; and having myfelf 
fome tafte in architecture, contrived to render it 
a molt commodious habitation, without injuring 
the antiquity of its appearance, which I venerated. 
The apartments were repaired in the modern 

fafhion ; 
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faftiion ; and the elegance of my Emma's tafte 
difplayed itfelf in their furniture and decorations. 
In a few particulars I indulged perhaps a little 
caprice. The wide-extended chimney of the hall, 
which it;s late proprietor had contracted to the 
modern fcale, and decorated with Dutch porce- 
lain, I enlarged once more to its original dimen- 
fions. It was a venerable monument of ancient 
hofpitality. My grandfather's oaken chair was 
found mouldering in a garret. It was reftored 
to its place. The top of a fquare tower I fitted 
up into a library, lighted by a large Gothic win- 
dow with leaden cafements, from whence by day 
I command a beautiful landfcape of the country, 
and by night can explore the heavens with my 
telefcope ; and here in my favourite ftudies of 
philofophy, general phyflcs, and claffical litera- 
ture, of which I have a pretty numerous collec- 
tion of the beft authors, I pafs many delightful 
hours. In another part of the building I have 
a fmall laboratory for chymical experiments, and 
the compofition of medicines. Thofe refearches 
to which I was formerly led by my profeffion, 
ftill furnifh me with an amufing, and even an 
ufeful employment ; for while Providence blefles 
me with health, I will always be the poor man's 
phyfician. 

Asl am rather unwilling to occupy my felf with 

practical hufbahdry, a fcience which without a 

E 3 peculiar 
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peculiar bent and inclination I have always 
thought was not rafhly to be engaged in, 1 limit 
my ruftic employments to planting and garden- 
ing. The fields which furronnd my houfe owe 
their principal beauties to nature. The upland 
and barren fpots I have covered with wood, which 
in a few years will afford both beauty and flielter. 
.Affifted by my Emma's judgment, I r^ave laid 
out a large garden, which promifes foon to fur- 
nifh me with a profufion of the moft delicate 
fruits. A fine trouting ftreatn wafhes its border. 
My hills pafturc my mutton, and fupply my 
game ; of which the firft is excellent, and the hit 
' is plentiful. 

Soon after our eftablifhment at the manfion- 
houfe, my mother and fifter quitted their habita- 
tion, and became members of our family. The 
farm, which had become a very profitable fub- 
jecl, has been transferred to an old domeftic, who 
had remained attached to the family in all the 
changes of its fortune, and who merited that re- 
ward of his fervices and fidelity. My mother, 
whofe active mind would languifh if deprived of 
an object of exertion, has now found another oc- 
cupation not lefs fuited to her.tafte, and yet more 
pleafing in its nature. My Emma has brought 
me three children 3 two charming girls, and a 
ftout healthy boy. Thefe (he has fuckled her- 
felf, a part of the duty of a mother which fhe 

finds 



d by Google 



N^44- THE LOUNGER; 79 

finds too agreeable* to be relinquifbed to a hire- 
ling. The two eldeft are now in charge to their, 
graqtfmother, who has undertaken for them the 
lame office fhe performed to myfelf ; and in this 
the good woman flatters herfelf with a renewal 
of her years. My fifter was wont for fome time 
to (hare in the fame occupation ; but I don't 
know how, her difpofition feems a good deal 
changed of late. In place of her work, fhe has 
taken to reading poetry ; and borrows a good deal 
of time from her cares of the dairy, to be (low it 
on her books and her toilet. It is true, my- 
neighbour Hearty's* fon Tom is a fcholar, and 
when he comes here with his family (and they 
are very frequent vifitors of ours), my fifter and 
he feem very folicitous to pleafe each other ; a 
circumftance I am not at all forry to obferve. 
Tom is a very worthy young man, and my fifter 
an excellent girl : She has one quality to which 
Tom is a ftranger ; I have taken care that fhe 
fhall be entitled to 1500 1. on the day of her 
marriage. 

Such, Mr. Lounger, is my manner of life ; and 
as I perceive from fome of your late papers, that 
you can contrive to pafs a few weeks in the 
country, without difcontinuing to amufe the 
town, if you will do me the honour of a vifit, I 
promife you the beft bed in my houfe, a bottle of 
E 4 my 
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ray bcft wine, and the beft welcome I can give* 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

JOHN TRUMAN. 



I am aware that people are apt to be faftidious 
in the perufal of tales of happinefs ; but feeling 
an intereft in the good family whofe ftory is told 
in the foregoing letter, I have ventured to infert 
it, firnple as it is, and not perhaps leading to any 
important conclufion. One leflbn, however, it 
may ferve to inculcate, that moderation in point 
of wealth, is produflive pf the greateft pomfort 
and the pureft felicity. Had Mr. Truman return- 
ed from India with the enormous fortune of fome 
other Afiatic adventurers, he w^uld probably 
have been much lefs happy than he is, even 
without confidering the means by which it is 
poflible fuch a fortune might have been acquired. 
In the pofleflionof fuch overgrown wealth, how- 
ever attained, there is generally more oftentation 
than pleafure ; more pride than enjoyment : I can 
but guefs at the feelings which accompany if, 
when reaped from defolated provinces, when co- 
vered with the blood of flaughtered myriads* 
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N°45. Saturday, December io, 1785. 
To the Author of the Lounger* 

SIR, * 
DERHAPS it is vanity in me to fuppofe that 

you have been expecting to hear from me, 
and it is poffible, from my firft account of myfelf, 
may have fuppofed that there were very melan- 
choly reafons for my filence. But I am, Sir, 
thank God ! returned to my native country in 
no worfe conditon with refpecl to health, than 
when I left it. As to peace and happinefs, I 
can't fay ; my wife thinks her health much the 
better for our expedition. 

Perhaps, Sir, I may in time learn to be recon- 
ciled to noife and difturbance, and forget my old 
habits of quiet and care of my health, which my 
dear deceafed friend Dr. DoddipollhzA taught me. 
And yet I do not find that my journey has recon- 
ciled me much to the change, though I have had 
fome practice in the way of buftle and adventure, 
as you will find from a fliort account of our ex- 
cur fion. 

As the motive of our journey was profefledly 

the re-eftablifhment of my health, I had reafon 

E 5 to 
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to imagine that it would be conduced in the 
manner beft fuited for that purpofe. I had made 

. out a little Pharmacopeia of things neceflary to be 
taken along with us on the road j but would you 
believe it, Sir, our new family-phyfician declared 
them altogether unneceflary, and our whole me- 
dicine-cheft was made up of one phial, contain- 
ing two drachms of fpirit of hartfhorn, and a 
bottle holding about as many pounds of French 
brandy. But my wife found room in the car- 
riage for her favourite maid, her Spanifh lap^ 
dog, and three band-boxes. Her monkey, who 
arrived juft before we fet out, flie was with diffi- 
culty prevailed on to leave behind under the care 
of the houfekeeper. ; an acquaintance, indeed, 
who met us a few miles out of town on the road 
to England, rode up to my wife's fide of the car- 
riage, faid he fuppofed Mr. Dy~foon was following, 
and pointing to the corner where I was ftuck up 
among the band-boxes, told her he was glad to 
find fhe had taken little Majler Jackoo along with 
her. 

Though Harrowgate was the place of our def- 
tination, yet my wife (who was general of thrs 
expedition) thought it might be proper to flop at 

> one of the more private watering places in Cumber- 
land, to initiate us as it were into that fort of life ; 
as young recruits, I am told, are taught to ftand 
their own fire by firft flafhing their muflcets in 

the 
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the pan. We accordingly made a halt at one of 
thofe places, with the intention of (laying fome 
weeks j but we very foon tired of it, as the 
fociety was by no means genteel enough for 
my wife to mix in with any degree of fatif- 
fadion* 

The only people (he would allow us to confort 
with were the family of Sir John Dumplin, a Lon- 
don merchant, who had been knighted for his 
eminence in commerce, who had arrived a few 
days before us with his Lady and three daughters, 
and a Captain in the army, who had come thither 
to recover the fatigues he had fuffered during the 
fiege of Gibraltar, and whom Mrs. Dy-foon took 
great delight in hearing recount his adven- 
tures. We amufed ourfelves during our ftay 
by making the other members of the party 
ridiculous, though they did not want for jokes 
againft us too. They called me and my wife 
" Death and Sin ;" the firft I could underftand 
from my feeblenefs and bad health ; but how 
they applied the fecond, neither the Captain nor 
I could ever comprehend j— they had feveral jefts 
equally low and unjuft againft the family of Sir 
John Dumplin, who they pretended was only a 
fugar •boiler in Wapping, and had been knighted 
on occafion of fome city addrefs. Sir John him- 
felf, to do him juftice, behaved in a very civil 
manner to every body 1 , and, except fometimes 
£ 6 when 



d by Google 



84 THE LOUNGER. N« 4^. 

when he fnored after dinner, never gave the 
fmalleft offence to the reft of the company ; and 
as for me, I was always, both in mind and body, 
inclined to peace and quietnefs. But Lady 
Dumplin and her daughters, with my Angelica 
and the Captain, were conftantly at war with the 
other end of the table, which was divided into 
two hoftilc and irreconcilable provinces, Their 
differences might, indeed, have proceeded very 
difagreeable lengths, had we not contrived to 
ere& a fort of barrier againft hoftilities, by placing 
between them Sir David Dumplin on one fide, 
and a Mrs, Dough, wife of a rich baker of Liver- 
pool, on the other, who was naturally of as pla- 
cid a difpofition as Sir David, and had the ad- 
vantage of being deaf into the bargain. By this 
politic interpofition, the peace was tolerably well 
preferved ; but as the oppofite party, the ungen- 
teeh, increafed daily by new arrivals, and ours, 
the genteels, got no acceflion that we weredifpofed 
to allow of, the place became at laft fo difagree- 
able,' and the laugh fomuch louder againft than 
for us, that we were obliged to leave it a good 
deal fooner than we intended, and fet off for 
Harrowgate, in company with our allies, the 
Dumplin family. The Captain found it conve- 
nient to remain, having previoufly deferted from 
us, on fome difference with- one of the young 
ladies, and made his peace with the oppofite fide, 

through 



d by Google 



N'4J. THE LOUNGER. 85 

through the mediation of the good-natured Mrs. 
Dough, with whom (from being ufed to fpeak at 
the fiege of Gibraltar I fuppofe) he contrived fre- 
quently to carry on a converfation. 

To Harrowgate our gentility attended us ; but 
it was a little unfortunate in not being univer- 
fally acknowledged. There were fome London 
people of fa(hion there, who had feen Sir D. 
Dumplin before, and fuch as had never feen us 
did not immediately perceive in Mrs. Dy-foon r s 
face and manner that (he had fo much good blood 
in her veins as did a&ually flow there. This, 
however, as (he was perfe&ly confcious of it her- 
felf, produced numberlefs bickerings, and at laft 
obliged us to leave the firft houfe we had lodged 
at, where I had got an excellent quiet apartment, 
and go to another, where we were much worfe 
accommodated, but where Lady Dumplin and 
the Hon. Mrs. Dy-foon were the firft quality of 
the fet. Here (he very fortunately fupplied the 
lofs of our Gibraltar Captain,by getting acquaint- 
ed with an Irifh gentleman, Colonel Shannon^ 
a relation of ours, our anceftors, as the Colonel 
and Mrs. Dy-foon difcovered, having intermar- 
ried about the year 1300. The Colonel ftill pre- 
served the kindnefs of a coufin, attended my wife 
wherever (he went, and made us immediately inti- 
mate yrith all the company in the houfe. But 
the kindnefs had very near proved fatal to me. 

Between 
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Between the buftle of his numerous introduc- 
tions, the parties he formed for us at home, and 
the jaunts he made us take, to fee every thing 
that was to be feen in the neighbourhood, my 
poor nerves were per fed J y overcome ; and though 
my wife was always telling me it was all for my 
good, I (hould have certainly died in their hands, 
had they not at laft difcovered, that my wife's 
feeing the fights and taking the exercife would be 
as much for the benefit of my health, as if I drove 
about and vifited every thing in my own perfon j 
and fo I verily believe it might, Mr. Lounger, had 
I been fortunate enough to be left to enjoy quiet, 
and take care of my health alone. But as my 
ill-ftars would have it, I was generally left to the 
Care of a lady, with whom, from her having the 
fame fort of nervous complaints with myfelf, X 
had contracted an intimacy, the dowager of an 
old gentleman, who had, like me, married his 
wife for a nurfe, and who left her, after a life of 
happinefs (as flie ufed to tell me) of 18 months, in 
pofleffion of his whole fortune. But then her; 
nerves, (he faid, had been fo fluttered by his 
death, that flie could find no enjoyment in any 
thing in this world. The diforder in her nerves, 
however, was of a kind extremely different from 
mine. None of that weaknefs and relaxation 
which I had experienced from a child ; her's, the 
phyficians faid, was an extreme tenfion and irri- 
tability. 
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tability. She kept, it feems, a female attendant, 
who was of the greateft ufe to her in this com- 
plaint ; but that attendant had died juft before 
her arrival at Harrowgate, and in this unfortu- 
nate interval my acquaintance with her began : 
So (he beftowed all her tenfion and irritability 011 
me. It makes me quake when I think of her, 
Mr. Lounger ! and yet, though you will call it 
very filly, I could not for the life of me (hake 
her'off: She had become, I don't know how, a 
fort of Cicijbea to me by the common confent of 
our houfe, and I could not get rid of her with- 
out a degree of exertion that my weak conftitu- 
tion was unequal to. But her conftitution, as 
(he told us, was always the better for exertion. 
She exerted it on me with a vengeance. I often 
thought of the fimile of the vulgar people we had 
left at our laft watering-place. Mrs. Rafp would 
have completed Milton's trio to a hair. 

I was very thankful when the end of the feafoa 
made me rid of her, though it did not reftore me 
to home or to quiet. Mrs. Dy-foon, on looking 
over the road-book, perceived what a mere ftep 
it was from Harrowgate and London, and calcu- 
lated how much expence was faved by going to 
the metropolis now when we were more than half 
of the way from Edinburgh. In this idea (he was 
much encouraged by her coufin, Col ..O- Shannon, 
as well as by Lady Dumplin, and half a dozen 

other 
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other ladies who had come from the capital, at 
whofe houfes fhe was to be moft agreeably enter- 
tained if fhe went thither. It was in vain that 
I urged my health, and the danger of a long 
journey ; the journey would do me good, and 
London was 200 miles fouth, which gave it a 
great advantage, in point of climate, to delicate 
people like me. So out we fet the day after our 
friends the Dumplins, wh6 were to travel fafter 
(as indeed I am not able to make long journies), 
and kindly undertook to procure lodgings, and 
have them ready for our reception. 

But their fervices in that way were anticipated 
by our good friend Colonel O- Shannon, who tra- 
velled fafter than any of us, as he generally makes 
his journies in the ftage-coach for the fake of 
company, and fometimes even takes a ftage or 
two on the outfide to enjoy the air and the pro- 
fpe£h We found on our arrival that he had pro- 
vided us with a lodging in the houfe of a coun- 
try-woman of his, a milliner in the Hay-market, 
who, he told us, had been reduced by misfor- 
tunes to keep a (hop, though (he was defcended 
from the great O'Neil, and could claim kindred 
with himfelf, and moft of the noble families in 
Europe. She was very ufeful to my wife in let- 
ting her know the fafhions ; and with her affift- 
ance, Mrs. Dy-foon contrived to fill I don't know 
how many band-boxes and trunks, which, how- 
ever, 
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ever, luckily for me grew to fuch a magnitude, 
as to require half a {hip's room to convey them ^ 
and fo they were fent down to Scotland by fea- 
As for the Colonel, he was indefatigable in his 
attentions, and break fafted, dined, and fupped 
with us almoft every day. Indeed, we were the 
more dependent on his company, as we were dif- 
appointed in getting into any other during pur 
five or fix weeks ftay in town* We never could 
find any of our Harrowgate acquaintance at 
home; even the Dumplin family we few but for 
two flioxt morning calls at our lodgings ; Sir 
David, indeed, muttered fomething about our eat- 
ing a bit of mutton withTiim j but Lady Dump- 
lin faid {he was forry to fay that that would be 
very ill" convenient at their prefect houfe, which 
they were juft about changing for one in Bedford* 
fquarei where {he hoped for the honour of our 
company at her firft rout, which was to be held the 
5th of Jan. next. They told us the town was quite 
empty at thefeafon when we were there ; but I am 
fure there was noiie and buftle enough of all con- 
fidence ; carts rumbling, coaches rattling, criers 
bawling, and bells ringing, from morning to 
night, and fometimes, as my poor head felt, all 
night too. My wife, however, luckily found it 
very dull, otherwife welhould not probably have 
left it fo foon as we did, though not before it had 
coft us forae hundreds of guineas to find out that 

there 
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there was nothing in it worth feeing, Colonel 
O-Shannon carried us to fome fights fuch as they 
were ; he fhewed us the Tower, St. Paul's, Bed- 
lam, and the three Bridges ; took us to the city 
Pantheon, the Dog and Duck, and the Swear* 
ing-houfe at Highgate. As for genteel compa- 
ny, he regretted exceedingly that aim oft all his 
acquaintance were in the country ; but prbmifed 
that when we came again he would introduce us 
to a Direclor of the Bank, a Lord of the Trea- 
fury, and the Mafter General of the Ordnance, 
which laft, he aflured us, had a very particular 
friendfliip for him ; but, in his abfence, he made 
us acquainted with a young gentleman, who, he 
faid, was one of that great man's firft favourites* 
and a fecretary in his office j an appointment 
which the Colonel had procured for him. My 
wife was very folicitous to cultivate Mr. APPbt- 
Ism's acquaintance, on account of two nephews 
of hers who are in the army, to whom the Co- 
lonel and he have promifed their intereft ; and 
we have the greater reafon to rely on their 
friendfliip, as the Colonel and his friend did us 
the honour of accepting a loan of 200 1. from 
me (which Mr. M'Phelim wanted to makeup a 
fum in the abfence of the Mafter-general of the 
Ordnance) on their joint fecurity. 

Not long after this tranfa&ion we left London, 
and I found it fome comfort, after all my diftreffes 

and 
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and difturbances, to find myfelf again fafc and 
found in my native country. Not that I am free 
of the difquiet of my journey ; it rings in my 
ears ftill in the narration of my wife, who has 
fuch talents for defcription, that, if I had not 
witnefled the circumftances, I fhould.have fup» 
pofed Sir D. Dumplin to be a Knight of the 
Garter, Colonel O-Shannon a Lieutenant- 
general, and his friend Mr. M'Phelirn a Privy- 
counfellor. She makes all our acquaintance 
take notice how much better I am for Harrow- 
gate, though, in fa£t, I neyer drank a drop of 
the water, and, except the company of Mrs. Rafp, 
took no fort of drug whatever. I muft confefs, 
however, that I am no work on the whole, and 
am not near fo much afraid of dying as before 
I was married. I am, &c. 

JEREMIAH DY-SOON. 
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N° 46. Saturday, Dtc. 17, 1785. 

A/T Y Readers wiH have obferved that the of- 
fice of the Lounger has of late been al- 
moft a finecure, his correfpondents having faved 
him the trouble of com poll t ion. The paper 
of to-day is alfo a communication, which, from 
the fex and accomplifliments of the author, as 
well as the flattering manner in which (he ex* 
prefles herfelf, gratifies my vanity as much as 
my indolence. 



To the Author of the Lounger. 

SIR, 

THE genteel but pointed irony with which 
you mention the follies of our fex, and the pains 
you take, in your admired Eflays, for our inftruc- 
tion and improvement, will, I make no doubt, 
have fome influence on the minds of thofe who 
are thoughtlefs, but not diflipated ; and who, 
though hurried down the ftream of pleafure, are 
not yet enough hardened to difregard the ad- 
monitions of virtue. 

Among young people of this defcription, many 
ladies may be led to the attainment of mental 

accomplish- 
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accompliftiments, in hopes of recommending 
themfelves to the notice of the other fex 5 who, 
from their fuperior education and more folid 
judgment, would, one might prefume, be more 
guided by the di<States of good fenfe, than led by 
the blind caprices of Falhion. But methinks, 
Sir, it would not be altogether fair to miflead 
your inexperienced female readers with fuch fal- 
lacious hopes. Tell them as much as you pleafe 
of the internal rewards that belong to virtue : 
That toembellifli, in early life, their minds with 
tafte, and to enlighten their underftandings with 
fome degree of knowledge, will prove to them an 
inexhauftible fource of delight in the lonely hours 
of folitude, and procure veneration and refpe£l 
to their declining years. But let them know, 
that, on the fine fellows who, in our days, deign 
to mingle in the female world, fuch accomplifh- 
ments will have as much influence, as the har- 
monious compofition of Handel on the deaf 
pupils of Mr. Braldwood. 

To be diftinguiftied by your fex, is more or lefs 
the wifh of every female heart. To folicit that 
diftinflion, Fancy is put to the torture to drefs 
out the votaries of Fafhion ; and, to deferve it, 
the more judicious endeavour to adorn their 
minds with knowledge,- tafte, and fentiment. 
Which of thefe moft frequently attain their 
-end, you,. Sir, who frequent the circles of 

the 
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the great and gay, can be at no lofs to de- 
termine. 

As I was early taught to mark the characters, 
and make refle&ions on the events that paffed 
before me in life, (hort as that life has been, and 
few and fimple as have been its tranqifll fcenes, 
perhaps a fketch of it may not be altogether un- 
worthy your perufal. 

I am the daughter of a clergyman, whofe vir- 
tues adorn humanity, and whofe character, in 
every refpe&, does honour to his profeifion. A 
long attachment bad fubfifted between him and 
my mother, before the pride of her relations 
(who piqued themfelves on their high defcent) 
would confent to her being made happy for ever 
by an union with one whom thofe relations con- 
sidered as her inferior : But the conftancy of 
their affeclion at length fubdued every obftaclej 
and their life has ever fince heen one continued 
fccne of domeftic felicity. As I was their only 
child, my education was the prime object of their 
attention. To procure me the more elegant ac- 
complishments, they appropriated the favings of 
their ceconomy ; while, with the tendereft foli- 
citude, they themfelves endeavoured to form my 
manners, to cultivate my underftanding, and to 
cherifh the virtues of my heart. 

The friendly terms on which we lived with the 
patron of our parifh, whofe lady took a particular 

liking 
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liking to me, gave me frequent opportunities of 
mixing with polite company. The natural gaiety 
of my temper, and fteady finceflty of my heart, 
gained me the good- will of all my companions ; 
with fome of whom I early contra&ed the moft 
tender friendfhip,-~-a friendflnp which has in- 
creafed with our increaftng years, and received 
ftrength from every incident of pain or pleafurc 
that has befallen us in life. 

By the gentlemen, I found myfelf almoft inva- 
riably treated according to their ideas of my rant 
and confequence\ Of all the numbers who came 

to Caftle — , excepting an old naval officer, 

many traits of whofe charaj&er, though caft in 
fomewhat, of a rougher mould, bore a ftrong re- 
fembjance to that of your worthy friend Colonel 
Cauftic, I do not remember to have met With 
one who thought it poflible the daughter of a 
country parfon could be as well informed upon 
any fubjeel asf he heirefs of a Baronet ; and after 
I have, by Lady — r^-'s defire, played on her 
forte piano, fome of the fineft concertos of Bach 
and Abel to an uniifrening audience, I have heard 
the fame gentlemen applaud, with every mark of 
rapture, the falhionable Mifs Fanny Flirter rat- 
tling over fome infipid fragment of a new opera 
tune. 

At the earneft felicitation of a fifter of my fa- 
thers, married to a refpe&able merchant in the 
5 capital, 
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capital, I one winter fpent a few months with 
her in town. I had here a more ample oppor- 
tunity of obferving that univerfal pafllon for what 
is called fiyle in life, than I had hitherto met 
with. The notice taken of me by our patronefs 
Lady ■ , who always pafled the winter in 

the metropolis, and to whofc parties, either at 
home or at public places, I had a general invita- 
tion, made me efteemed quite the ton by the fet 
t)f men who vifited my uncle. I was often dif- 
trefled by their civilities, ahd put out of counte- 
nance by their eagernefs to (how me attention ; 
while by the gentlemen in her Ladyfhip's fuite I 
was confidered of no more importance than any 
x>ther piece- of furniture in -the drawing-room : 
But, like yourfelf, Sir, though filent, I was not 
always idle; and, while unthought of, and un- 
fpoke to, made fuch remarks on the fcene before 
me as 1 hope will be of fervice to me through 
life. " . 

From Edinburgh, at the requeft of my mother's 
relations,, I. went to the county of — . Thefe 
great relations had taken no notice of her fince 
her marriage, but now received me in the moft 
cordial manner. I was immediately introduced 
by them to their acquaintances in a genteel and 
populous neighbourhood, and was every where 
received with the refpeft due to the ally, and, 

what 
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what is more, the -very probable heirefs of an an- 
cient.and wealthy family. Wherever I appear* 
ed, I was loaded with carefles. A gentleman of 
the firft diftindion engaged me for his partner at 
an election ball, which happened foon after my 
arrival in the country ; and the attention paid me 
by him, and a few .others of equal rank, fooa 
brought me completely into fa&ion, I was now 
difcovesed to poflefs qualifications which no one 
before had ever thought of imputing to me. My 
former friends had indeed fometimes compliment* 
ed me with the appellation of a lively fenfible- 
anough fort of girl - 9 but now, to all the charms of 
elegance in manner, 1 added thofe of fehe.moft 
brilliant wit ; and though it was allowed I could 
not, ftriAly fpeaking, be termed handfome, yet 
my features fpoke fuch animation, and my eyes 
beamed with fo much fenfibility, that Beauty 
herfelf would have had but little chance befide 
me. Was it any wonder, tha* every latent fpark 
of ♦vanity in my heart fhould have been kindled, 
on thus finding myfelf a diftinguiihed iigure in a 
fcene of higher life than any I had yet witnefled ? 
I was, alas ! but too foon intoxicated with the 
adulation I received ; and with the moft.poignant 
regret I took leave of people, who I thought had 
difcovered fuch juft difcernment of merit, aU 
though it was to return to the fond arms of my 
beloved parents. 

Vol. II. F The 
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The flattering fcenes I left bad made too deep 
an impreffion to be eafily erafed. I found the 
amufements of my former life had become infi- 
pid, its employments irkfome and fatiguing ; and, 
as our great neighbours were now in London, I 
had little opportunity of diverting my chagrin 
by any change of company. It was even with 
difficulty I was prevailed on to accompany my 
tnoft intimate friend to the county- aflembly, as I 
knew I (hould there find myfelf in a very differ- 
ent fituation to that in which I figured at the 
balls in ■ But what was my delight, on foon 

feeing enter the affembly-room, along with a fa- 
mily of the firft rank, two of my moft intimate 
acquaintances in that loved county ! As both the 
gentlemen had there honoured me with their par- 
ticular attention, my heart beat with rapture at 
the idea of what delight they muft receive from 
this unexpected interview. But I foon found 
thefe gentlemen wifely confidered that I now 
moved in a different fphere. They avoided Teem- 
ing to obferye me as long as poffible ; and when at 
length obliged to do it, pafled their compliments 
with a certain carelefs air, which may not impro- 
perly be ftyled a well-bred fort of incivility. A 
moment's reflexion on this little ftriking incident 
reftored me to my fenfes ; and I returned home 
with the moft cheerful alacrity, as to the certain 
afylum of happinefs and tranquillity. 

In 
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In a little time after I had thus recovered from 
the delirium of flattery and folly, our fociety re- 
ceived a confiderable acquifition in our acquaint- 
ance with Dorilas. This gentleman, who had 
lately come to the country in purfuit of health 
and rural amufements, was firft noticed by my 
father for his regular attendance at church ; and,, 
by the politenefs of his manners, and folidity of 
his converfation, foon recommended himfelf to 
his particular regard. He appeared to be one of 
thofe favourites of Nature, whom (he has endow- 
ed with her beft gifts, a good underftanding, and, 
a benevolent heart. His mind feemed enlighten- 
ed by fcience, enlarged by a knowledge of the 
world, and, we were told, had been foftened by 
the correcting hand of misfortune. He came 
frequently to the parfonage houfe, to which he 
had at all times a general invitation, and where 
he was ever welcomed by the unaffe&ed kind- 
nefs of plain, tut genuine hofpitality. As Dorilas 
feemed to pique himfelf on his retirement from 
the more diflipated fcenes of life, he always ap- 
peared pleafed with our rural fimplicity ; but no 
fooner did Dorilas get intimately acquainted with 
the families of higher rank, and found himfelf 
eftablifhed in a circle of greater Jiyle^ than he 
omitted his vifits at the parfonage-houfe, and ever* 
mentioned its inhabitants with that fort of con* 
temptuous ridicule, which, though it may be a 
F 2 YQry 
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very fafliionable maniere de parley gives a deeper 
wound to the feelings than the envenomed fting 
of calumny can inflid. We were all hurt at be- 
ing thus difappointed in a chara<9cr of which we 
had formed fo high an idea ; and when on a vifit 
to my friend at the cdunty-town, i accidentally 
met with Dorilas, I found it impoffible to con- 
^eafthe refentmenf with Which his conduit had 
infpired me. But when I faw,his furprife at the 
apparent coldnefs of my manner, i began to re- 
flet, that, fliould we be miftaken, or «iifirrfbrm- 
cdj 1 might, by my feeming caprice, 1iave done 
an iirijury to feelings^ perhaps" no left delicately 
fufceptiblje of it than my own. I therefore re- 
folved to acguaint'him with what we had heard, 
and frarfldy.to tell him our opinion of his beha- 
viour ; but in the only opportunity that ever after 
offered, I, was fo ejnbarrafled by the (lately dis- 
tance of his manner* and the difficulty of intro- 
ducing the fubjeft with becoming delicacy and 
fpirit, that I found it impoffible to fulfil my in- 
tention. The little converfation that j>afled only 
ferved him with a pretence to put an entire end 
to our acquaintance ; and, In fix months after, 
Dorilas fet out on a gay party to the German 
Spa, without deigning to enquire even for my 
father. 

Such is the incenfe offered at the fhrine of 
Fafhion ! not only by the vain and giddy, but 

even 
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even by the fentimental and judicious ! and fuch 
the attentions people who {hine not in that bril- 
liant fphere may expeft to meet with in the 
world ! But happy ! thrice happy they ! accord- 
ing to the wife maxims of my venerable parent, 
who are endowed with that true greatnefs of 
mind, which can look dowrr with equal indiffer- 
ence on the toothing praife of flattery, or the 
fcornful fneer of pride ; who, independent of the 
favour of the fickle, and the regards of the in> 
conftant, derive a happinefs from- the humble 
confcioufnefs of fuperior virtue* that infinitely 
tranfcends all which the world can beftow. 

Afraid of having already too long trefpailed 
on your patience, I now haften to conclude, with 
alluring you how much I am 

Your admiring reader, • 

ALMERIA. 
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N e 47. Saturday, December 24, 1785. 



TtErodotus tells us, that Amafis king of 
Egypt eftabliflied a law, commanding, that 
every Egyptian fhould annually declare, before 
the governor of the province, by what means he 
maintained himfelf ; which if he omitted to do, 
or if, on fuch examination, he gave not a fatif- 
fadory account of his way of living, he fhould 
be punifhed with death. 

Happening to meet with this paffage one night 
lately, it fuggefted fome ideas as to the wifdom 
of fuch an inftitution, and I amufed myfelf for 
half an hour before I went to bed with reflecting 
on the effects it might have, if introduced into 
this ifland. Thefe thoughts recurred in my 
fleep, and produced a dream, of which I fhall 
endeavour to give fome account, after premiling 
that, when I awaked in the morning, it was fome 
time before I could with certainty determine 
whether my imagination had tranfported me to 
Egypt, or if the objects it had prefented to my 
view in my fleep were 'the confequence of the 
promulgation of a fimilar law in our country. 

Upon 
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Upon the appointed day, I fancied that I ac* 
companied the whole inhabitants of the province 
to the palace of the governor. On our arrival 
we were (hewn into a hall of vaft extent, at one 
end of which, on fomething like a throne, fat 
the governor, furrounded by clerks, whofe bufi- 
nefs it was to take down the account which 
every perfon in his turn fhould give. Silence 
being proclaimed, we were directed to approach 
the throne one by one, in a certain order, to give 
an account of our way of living* and to fay by 
.what means each of us maintained himfclf. This 
ftimmons appeared the more awful, for this rea- 
fon, th,at the law. of Amafis, like many other 
.good institutions, had been allowed to go into 
difufe, .and, after being negle&ed forages, wa$ 
now revived on Account of fome recent enormi- 
ties, which called forth the attention of govern- 
ment. I fancied too, that the law was fo far 
.altered, that, inftead of death in all cafes, the 
.governor was authorifed to inflidt fuch punifli- 
ment upon delinquents as their offences fhould 
feem to merit. 

The firft whofe lot it was to anfwer the awful 
queftion, was a handfome young man clothed in a 
garment of bright fcarlet embroidered with gold. 
He approached the throne with an aflured coun- 
tenance, and, with a look of felf- approbation, in- 
F 4 formed 
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formed the governor* that he lived by the mod 
honourable of all profeffions; that his fole buff- 
nefs was to k'M and deftroy his own fpecies, to 
butcher men who had never injured him, whom 
perhaps he had never (ecri before, or for whom 
he entertained the higheft efteem and regard. 
For doing this, faid he, my country gives mV a 
daily allowance, on which I live with eafe and 
comfort. 

At this account I obferved a momentary bluftt 
to crofs the face of the governor. He di unified 
the young man with a look in which I could dtf. 
cern marks of diflatisfadion, not with thfc indivi- 
dual before his eyes, but with thofe abfurd and 
unjuft meafures of government which were fup^ 
pofed to make fuch inftitutrons neceflary. 

The officer was fucceeded by a young man (till 
more gaily dreflcd. As he approached the throne, 
I could perceive in his countenance marks of 
anxiety and apprehenfion, which he feemed <fe- 
firous to conceal by an appearance of eafe and in- 
difference. When the ufiial queftions were put 
to him, he hefitated for fome time j but at length 
was obliged to declare, that he was the fon of 
an honed and induftrious tradefman ; that, de~ 
fpifing the occupation of his father, he left his 
houfe, and removed to Memphis^ where, by the 
fplendour of his appearance, he contrived to get 

into 
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nto the fociety of perfons of high dillin&ion'; 
and that he fupported the expence of this mode 
of life, by playing with thofe perfons for large 
fums of money at games, in which, by much la* 
bour and conftant attention, he had attained a 
fuperior degree of excellence. The governor 
having heard him to an end, fentenced the- u un- 
fortunate youth to be ferit back-to the houfe of 
his father, to affift him in his labour* The fa* 
ther, who was prefent in the hall, at the fame time 
received ordersto-keep his fon in- clofe-confine- 
ment, till he had acquired a habit of application,' 
and aiufficient degree of (kill in the bufiriefs tQ 
which he was now to apply himfetf. 
^Hewts followed by a perfon not unlike hinv 
in manner- and ' appearance, though forrtewhat 
snore advanced in years. The account this 'per- 
fon gave of himfelf was nearly in thefe words :■ 
" I was born to an independent fortune, to 
which I fucceeded at the age of eighteen by the 
death of my father. From that moment, mj*. 
(ble object was the enjoyment of my fortune,,. o£ 
which I thought I fhould never be ableto fee ant 
end. I joined in every party of pleafure 9> and in* 
dulged in every fpecies of expexifive diffipation.. 
At the end of feven years, I found my fortune-' 
gone^and the only comfort that remained for me 
was, that I had fpent it in a manner fuitable to/ 
my rank, and in the fociety of the firft and no- 
F 5 ' bleft 
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bleft pcrfons in Egypt. Happily for me, thofe 
great perfons conceived that it would be unbe- 
coming to expofe one who had pafled (o many 
hours in their company, to poverty and want; at 
the fame time they juftly confidered, that it might 
degrade a perfon who could boaft of once having 
been their equal and companion, tofubfift on the 
bounty of private individuals. They therefore 
humbly befought our mighty fovereign, to be- 
ftow upon me an office at once honourable and 
lucrative. To this requeft he was pleafed to lend 
a favourable ear. The emoluments of my office 
are confiderable ; but I am obliged to give a por- 
tion of them to a creature who performs the du- 
ties of it, and upon the remainder I can ftill af- 
ford to live in luxury not much inferior to that of 
my former opulence."— Upon hearing this ac- 
count, the governor enquired into the chara&er 
of the deputy, and finding he was a worthy and 
refpe&able citizen, who had long done the bufi- 
nefs of a laborious and an important office for 
the fmall pittance allowed him by the gentleman 
before him, he pronounced a fentence which to 
me appeared highly equitable. He ordered, that 
the deputy fhould in future draw the whole emo- 
luments, paying only to the principal the fame 
allowance which formerly the deputy had re- 
ceived. 

-The 
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. The next perfon who approached the throne* 
addreffed the governor with an unembarrafled 
and a fteady countenance in the following words : 
* c By fome fortunate circumftances," faid he, 
*- c I was early in life introduced into the fociety 
of many perfons of the firft dtftin&ion. At theif 
tables I acquired a tafte for good living, which I 
came to confider as the firft of all enjoyments % 
but pofleffing no fortune, this paffion might have 
proved a curfe inftead of a bleffing, had I not hap* 
pily difcovered a method of gratifying it, at oncd 
eafy and agreeable. By my intercourfe with th6 
great, I foon difcovered that it was in my power 
to give, in return for the dainties of their table* 
fomething which to them was more precious, 
while it coft me nothing. At the board of &- 
thosjl harangue in praife of learning and learned 
men, well knowing that, amidft all his opulence 
and fplendour, the chief ambition of Sethos is to 
be considered as a man of letters. At the ele- 
.gant repafts of Oforothy I join him in declaiming 
againft the luxury of modern times ; while each 
of us, with equal folicitude, looks around for 
fome new delicacy to provoke a fatiated appetite. 
At the houfe of the rich Sufennes^ whofe vanity* 
lies in the fplendour of his entertainments, and in 
the excellence of his table, I openly praife every 
difh that is ferved up, and tell Sufennes, that his 
F 6 wine 
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wine of Perfia is the fineft in the world, and that 
his gardens produce fruits of unrivalled excel- 
lence. In this vocation or calling of mine, as it 
may be termed, there is one circumftance which, 
it mud be confe&d, is fometimes a little unplea- 
fant. When at the table of one great friend I 
happen to deliver fentiments and opinions diame- 
trically oppofite to thofe I had fupported the day- 
before at another place, a pert vifitor may be fa 
rude as to remark this fudden change, or by a 
broad grin to (how that it has not palled unob- 
ferved. But nevertheless," continued he, " I 
contrive to live happily, and to enjoy all the ad*- 
vantages #f a great fortune, without the trqyble 
and embarraffment of it."— " Live then," faid 
the governor, with a look of ineffable contempt, 
€€ if you can AnSmit to live on fuch terms." 

Upon the removal of this gentleman, there 
appeared a tall, thin, meagre figure, which {talk- 
ed up with wonderful dignity ta the prefence 
©f the governor, and thus addrefled him 1 4< I 
am the reprefentattve of the hobleft and mod? 
ancient family in Egypt. My forefathers were 
the companions of the victories of Sefoftris 
and Semiramis. It is true, that owing to the 
princely generofity of my great anceftors, I am 
at prefent obliged to honour fome wealthy inha- 
bitants of this province, fo far as to receive from 

them 
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them the means of fubfiftence. Emboldened, 
perhaps, by this circumftance, one of thofe per- 
fons lately presumed to a(k my daughter in mar- 
riage, telling me that their hearts had long been 
united by every tie of the moil tender affection. 
But I drove the vile plebeian from, my prefence; 
and, had I not been prevented, would have facrr* 
ficed hk» ta my juft indignation." 

At the dofe of this narrative, the governor 
hefitated for a moment,, and the* ordered the 
guards to conduct this noble perfonage to the 
hofprital fet apart for the reception of lunatics., } 

A gentleman, whofe train and whofe ,apjpear- 
ance befpoke his confequence, now. approached 
the throne, with a look and manner, ppJifted at 
the fame time and allured. " I prefume^/aid 
he to the governor, "you are not unacquaint- 
ed with the name of Zoroes* In that council 
which the wifdom of our fovereign has eftabliftu 
ed for the government of his Ethiopian donu r 
nions, I hold a diftinguiflied place ; a ikuatiog 
which I owe to my own talents, having neither 
the influence of hereditary wealth, nor the pride 
of Hluftrious anceftry, to fupport me. But in the 
college of the priefts at Memphis, I was early 
taught qualities by which to com pen fate the 
want of thofe advantages ; penetration to disco- 
ver the weakneffes, and pliancy to conciliate the 

affe&ions, 
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affections, of men. In that femioary likewife I 
-acquired a power of eloquence to lead the paf- 
fions, a fubtlety of argument to confound the 
judgment. Endowed with fuch accompli fo- 
ments, I obtained a feat in that council, which by 
the fuperiority of my talents I have fince been 
enabled to guide. Amidft the divifions with 
which that council has been agitated, amidfrthd 
factions with which our province has been torn, 
the art of Zoroes has drawn from thofe divifions 
and thofe fa&ions his power and his emolu- 
ments : He has wielded to his purpofes the furi- 
ous zeal of the multitude, and the jarring interefts 
of their leaders ; and has rifen, by his command 
over the fluctuating opinions of mankind, to rank, 
to office, and to wealth."— The governor looked 
fternly at him, and his face reddened with indig- 
nation; " I am not indeed," faid he, " a ftran- 
ger to the name of Zoroes ; I have heard of fuch 
a man, who lives on the mifchiefs of faction, 
who foments divifions that he may increafe his 
own confequence, and creates parties that he 
may guide them in theblindnefs of their courfej 
who fows public contention that he may. reap 
private advantage, ajnd thrives amidft the ftorms 
that wreck the peace of his country." He gave 
the fignal to the guards, who hurried Zoroes to 
his fate. His punifhment was cruel, but fome- 

wh/rt 
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what analogous to his chara&er and his crimes. 
He was cxpofed in an ifland of the Nile to the 
crocodiles that inhabit it. 

After witneffing this difagreeable exercife of 
juftiee, it was with pleafure I beheld a beautiful 
female, drefled with equal elegance and fplen* 
dour, tripping towards the throne, and feemingly 
pleafed with the admiration of the furrounding 
multitude. In a fweet accent, though with a 
manner rather infantine, flie informed the go- 
vernor, that fome months ago She had married a 
man of fourfcore, who had nothing to recom- 
mend him but tfis immenfe wealth, of which flie 
previously Stipulated, that fhe Should have the 
abfolute difpofal. " You fee," faid fhe, « the 
ufe I make of it. Thefe jewels are efteemed the 
fineft in the province ; and I hope foon to poflefs 
a fet ftill more precious. " The governor, with- 
out hearing more of her prattle, pronounced a 
fentence which I confefs I thought fome what fe- 
vere. He ordered her to be ftript of all her coft- 
ly ornaments, and to be fent home in a plain 
garment to the houfe of her hufband, with in- 
ftru&ions, that, during the remainder of his 
days, (he Should be conftrained to Jive con- 
stantly with him, and permitted to fee no other 
company whatever. 

While I yvas commiferating the hard fate of 
the fair unfortunate, the crier pronounced my 

own 
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own name, in a deep and hollow tone of voice. 
This alarmed me fo much, that I awaked in no 
fmall confter nation, and was very well pleafed 
to find myfelf quietly in my own bed in the 
good town of Edinburgh. Of all men living, 
a Lounger mud ever be the moft puzzled to 
give an account of his life, converfation, and 
mode of living ; and therefore, however wife the 
law of Amafis may be, I fairly owp that I was 
happy to find I was not fubjecl to it* 

M 
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N°48. Saturday, December Jr, 1785. 
Difcipulm eji prior is pojleriar dies. Sen". 



'"pHE Lounger having now cc rounded one 
revolving year," may confider himfelf as 
an acquaintance of fome (landing with his readers, 
and, at this period of gratulations, may venture 
to pay them the compliments of the feafon with 
the freedom of intimacy and the cordiality of 
friendship. In the life of a periodical Eflayift, a 
twelvemonth is a confiderable age. That part 
of the world in which his fubje& lies, he has then 
had an opportunity of viewing in all its different 
fituations ; he has feen it in the hurry of bufinefs, 
in the heyday of amufement, in the quiet of the 
country ; and he now attends it in its courfe of 
Chriftmas feftivity and holiday merriment. 

Yet I know not how it is, thatamidft the gra- 
tulations and feftivity of this returning feafon* I 
am fometimes difpofed to hear the one, and par- 
take the other, with a certain ferioufnefs of mind 
not well fuited to the vacancy of the time ; to look 
on the jollity around me with an eye of thought* 

and 
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and to imprefs, in my imagination, a tone of 
melancholy on the voices that wifli me many 
happy years. 

As men advance in life, the great divifions of 
time may indeed furnifh matter for ferious re- 
flexion, as he who counts the money he has 
fpent, naturally thinks of how much a fmaller 
fum he has left behind. Yet, for my own part, 
it is lefs from anxiety about what remains of time, 
•than from the remembrance of that which is 

• gone, that I am led into this *'mood of penfiver 
nefs." In my hours of thoughtful indolence, I 
am not apt to conjure up phantoms of the future y 
'tis with a milder fort of melancholy that I fome- 

• times indulge in recalling the (hades of the parK 
•' To this perhaps the Lounger's manner and habits 
-of life naturally incline him, To him leifure 
1 gives frequent occafion to review his time, and 

to compare his thoughts. By the Lounger a few 
ideas, natural and congenial to his mind, are 
traced through all their connexions ; while the 
man of profefllonal induftry and a&ive purfuit 
has many that prefs upon him in fucceffion, and 
are quickly difmifled. He who lives in-a crowd 
gains an extenfive acquaintance but little inti- 
macy ; the man who poffefles but a few friends, 
enjoys them much, and thinks of them often. 

Time mellows ideas as it mellows wine* 
Things in themfelves indifferent acquire a cer- 
tain 
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tain tenderriefs in recollection ; and the fcenes of 
our youth, though remarkable neither for ele- 
gance or feeling, rife up to our memory dignified 
at the fame time and endeared. As countrymen 
in a diftant land acknowledge one another as 
friends, fo objecls, to which when prefent we 
gave but little attention, are nourifhed in diftant 
.remembrance with a cordial regard. If in their 
own nature of a tender kind, the ties which they 
.had on the heart are drawn ftill clofer, and we 
jrecal them With an enthufiafm of feeling which 
the fame objects of the immediate time are unable 
.to excite. The ghofts of our departed affections 
arefeen through that foftcning medium, which, 
though it dims their, brightnefs, does not impair $*** 
,their attraction j like the.fhade of Dido appear- 
ing to /Eneasy 

" Agnovitque per umbram 
* c Obfcuram, qualem primo qui furgere menfe 
" Aut videt, aut vidifle putat per nubila lunam ; 
" Demifit lacrymas, dulcique affatus arnore eft.'* 

The hum of a little tune, to which in our infancy 
we have often liftened j the courfe of a brook 
which in our childhood we have frequently 
traced \ the ruins of an ancient building which 
we remember aim oft entire ; thefe remembrances 
fweep over the mind with an enchanting power 

of 
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of tendernefs and melancholy, at whofe bidding 
the pleafures, the bufmefs, the ambition of the 
prefent moment fade and difappear. 

Our finer feelings are generally not more grate- 
ful, to the fancy than moral to the mind. Of 
this tender power which remembrance has over 
us, feveral ufes might be made ; this divinity of 
memory, did we worfhipit aright, might lend its 
aid to our happinefs as well as to our virtue. 

An amiable and ingenious philofopher has re- 
marked, that in cajlle -building no man is a vil- 
lain *• In like manner it may perhaps be prc*- 
nounced r that every man is virtuous in regollec* 
tion ; he refts with peculiar fatisfa&ion on the 
remembrance of fuch actions as are moft conge- 
nial to the better parts of his nature, on fuchr 
pleafures as were innocent, on fuch defigns as 
were laudable. It were well if, amidft the ardor 
of purfuit, or the hopes of gratification, we fome- 
times confidered that the prefent will be future, 
as well as that the future will be prefent, that we 
anticipated reflection as well as enjoyment. Not 
only in thofe greater and more important con- 
cerns, which are what Shakefpeare calls ** StufF 
o* the confeience," but in the leflbr and, more 
trivial offices of life, we fhpuld be more aptto 
conduct ourfelves aright, did we think that we 

• Dr. JUid, in hit " Efliji 9jx the in.ellc&ual poweis ftf 

were 
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were one day to read the drama in which we 
now perform, and that of ourfelves, and the other 
perfonages of the fcene, we were to judge with 
a critical feverity. 

This indulgence of memory, this review of. 
time, would blijnt the angry and difcordant paf- 
fions that often prey on Our own quiet as well as 
on the peace of others. Scarce any man is fo 
hard of heart as to feel himfelf an enemy over 
the grave of his foe ; and the remembrance of 
contefts, however juft, with thofe who are now 
no more, comes acrofe an ingenuous mind with a 
iorrof felf-accufation- The progrefs of time, 
though it may not have fwept our adverfaries 
from the earth, will prdbably have placed both 
them and us In cifeu toft-antes fuch as to allay, if 
not to extiri&uilh, our refentment. Profperity to 
us, or misfortunes to them, may have Toothed. 
our anger into cjfciet, or foftened it to pity. The 
leflbns of Time may have taught us, what Wif. 
dom or Prudence once preached to us in vain,, 
.that the object of our" contention was not worth 
the ftruggle 6f the conteft, that we miftook the 
value of the prize, or did injuftice to the motives 
of our competitors ; or perhaps we have altered 
thoife fentiments. in which we were formerly fo 
warm, and forfaken thofe tenets we were once fo 
pofitive /to maintain. The hand of Time, im- 
perceptible in its touch, fteals the colour from 

our 
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our opinions ; and like thofe who look on faded 
pidures, we wonder at having formerly been 
ftruck with their force. 

Though it is wifely ordered by Providence, 
that we (hould not paufe in the purftfits of life to 
think of its fhortnefs, or undervalue every at- 
tainment from the uncertainty of its duration 
when attained; yet fuch a confideration may 
fairly enough mitigate a blameable eagernefs in 
the chace, or a blameable depreffion from its 
difappointment. I was very well pleafed with 
the philofophy of an old foldier, whom I once 
met with in the environs of London, leaning on- 
a crutch, and rather accepting than foliating the 
aid of the charitable. He told me, not without 
fome importunity on my part, the hardfhips and 
the dangers he had encountered j the number 
of his campaigns, the obftinacy of his engage- 
ments, the length of his fieges ; " yet I failed in 
getting Chelfea," faid he, " becaufe I was ren- 
dered incapable of the fervice in confequence of 
a rheumatifm contracted in a winter encamp- 
ment ; and, more than all that, becaufe my wife, 
fomehow or other, had difobliged my command- 
ing officer. But I forget and forgive, as the fay-, 
ing is ; and, thanks to fuch as your Honour, I 
can make drift to live. It is true, I have feen 
others get halberts, ay,andcommiflions too, that 
were not better men than myfelf $— . but that don't 

fignify. 
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fignify. It usU be all the fame an hundred years 
bence" Without all the happy Stoicifm of the 
foldier, we may often footh the pangs of envy, 
and the pinings of difcontent, by the considera- 
tion of that period, when they fhall ceafe to dif- 
quiet, when time fhall have unplumed the page- 
antry of grandeur, narrowed the domains of 
wealth, and withered the. arm of power. 

Nor will this philofophy of time convey a 
lefs important leflbn to the fuccefsful than to the 
unfortunate. It will moderate the luxurious in- 
dulgence of the rich, and reftrain the wanton or 
ufelefs exertions of the powerful. Every one who- 
can look back on a moderately long life, will 
remember a fucceflion of envied pofleflors of 
wealth and influence, whofe luxury a thoufand 
flatterers were wifhing to fhare, whofe favour a 
crowd of dependents were ftriving to obtain. 
Let thofe who now occupy their place attend to 
the effe&s of that wealth enjoyed, of thofe fa- 
vours beflowed. Let them caft up the fum of 
pleafure which was produced by the one, of gra- 
titude or felf-fatisfa&ion procured by the other. 
If there are any whom elevation has made giddy, 
or power rendered infolent, let them think how 
long that elevation can endure, how far that 
power can extend: let them confider in how 
(hort a fpace the influence of their predeceflbrs 
kas ceafed to be felt, how foon their appointments 

5 have 
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have<made room for the appointments of others ,; 
how few of their dependents and favourites fur- 
vive, and of thofe few how very fmall a part ac- 
knowledge their benefa&or. If fome of the ac- 
tions of fuch eminent perfons there are which 
the world ftill remembers with approbation, and 
individuals own with gratitude; they are probably 
fuch as. in this review of thepaft, it will be ufe- 
fsl for their fucceflbrs to obferve and to imitate* 
Thofe have obtained a Jvi^ory over time, which 

Ehe nobleft excitement and animation to vir- 
; that honeft fame, of which the confciouf- 
* gives its higheft enjoyment to the prcfent f 
which the future can neither reproach nor over- 
come. 
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N° 49. • Satitrdav, January 7, 1785, 

T^O fubje£ tends to throw more light on the 
hiftory of mankind, or their progrefs in 
the different fttuations of fociety, than their pub- 
lic annulments, or the fta^ of thofe arts which 
contribute to their entertainment. * 

Comedy? which confifts in the dramatic repre- 
fentation of human characters in a ridiculous point 
of view, makes a diftinguiflied figure among the 
amufements of mankind. The following reflec r 
tions are thrown together on the hiftory of Co- 
medy, as they may afford fome ufeful obfervaj- 
tions on the progrefs of manners and of arts, as 
well as introduce a continuation of the remark* 
I formerly made on the. moral effe&s of the 
drama. 

The firft and original method in which Ridi- 
cule -exgrcifed itfelf in dramatic reprefentatioa 
appears to h^ve cqnfifted, not fo much in giving 
a view of the chara&er of the perfon to be exhi- 
bited oi\ the ftage, as in reprefenting a particular 
individual in a ludicrous fituation. To point out 
the feelings of the character,— to reprefent the 
tum of mind,— to difplay the humour or ihter- 

Vol»II. G nal 
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nal features of the man, was not fo much the ob- 
je£t, as to bring the perfon himfelf on the ftage, 
and to raife ridicule in the audienee, by making 
him commit fome action abfurd, droll, out of 
place, or inconfiftent. A man refpe&ed for dig- 
nity, and in a reputable fituation, it brought up* 
on the ftage, not to exhibit his dignity as falfe 
ahd affefted, not to repreftrtt the real or internal 
feelings of his mind, or to point out thofe fea- 
tures by which bis adorned character may be ex- 
jtofed, but tnerely with a vicW to make him com- 
init fome abfurd or mean aftion, inconfiftent with 
the gravity and refpe&able tenor of bis ufual 
conduit. 

Such h the exhibition of AHftopfeanes's So. 
Crates. No hlftorjr of human character is given, 
no difplay of the chaht&ei of Socrates inr parti, 
fcukr ; nor is any principle or feature of his mind 
tej)refcnted. The author confine* himftlf flttgl jr 
to making Socrates do things upon the ftage 1 un* 
worthy of hiiriftif, or of hU chardfter • and the 
feudierxtt fe entertained *ith the cdlftrtift, J* 
kmufed w4th this performance of mean or Httte 
anions, by ft man of a grave and ferious deport* 
rncnt. The ridicule in this cafe ddes not give a 
View of the chara&er, but is confined to the joke 
arifing from the a&ion perforated, cornered 
with that of the man who perform* it, Socrate* 

is 
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is not made ridiculous by doing What is like, but 
what is arilikc himfelf. 

This obfervation needs not to be confined to the 
Clouds t)F Ariftophanes, but may be farther ex- 
tended, and appears indeed to comprehend the 
•general charafteriftic of all early Comedies, writ- 
tferi or r^prdented before people have arrived at 
•* great degree of refinement. 

It ts not difficult to affigh the teafon for this be* 
ittg the general chara&eriftlc of early Comedies. 

Men in an fcarly age are not feafonfers.-*- 
ThS bulk of the people at lead are riotaccuftom- 
ed to matai general conclusions and reflexions 
on human charadler. They „ Would ftot there- 
fore be anmftd by general exhibitions of charac- 
ter, by Coined ies which reprefented afliofcs as 
difplaying only the internal features and df igiitel 
caufes of human condufr. Such an exhibition 
would not be adapted to their talte, or the ftate 
*6f thtiir minds. The rude -reprcfentatidn of k 
particular peribn, who does a&ions abfurd in 
themfelves, or abfurd in him to perform, is the 
only thing which can produce their laughter, or 
afford thefti a comic entertainment. ^ 

: Men in an early age, who have not made 
ifturh prbgrefs in refinement, will receive a pe- 
culiar pletfmre inhering the chara&er of an indi- 
vidual, of a perfon knoWn to theinfelves, exhi- 
bited on the ft&ge ; whereas, when men advance 
G 2 ia 
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In refinement, they will come to <e%i uneafy at 
this reprefentation of real characters ; (heir 1 deli- 
cacy will be {hocked at the exhitfitifcjbftf fbtoaffe 
an entertainment, and fomething of a purer kind 
will be fubftituted in itsroota. Hence what tvas 
called the middle Comedy was fubftituted among 
the Greeks in place of the old. The middU Co- 
medy was lefs coarfe than the old % becaufC the oU 
reprefented real perfonfc on'tlie ftage^ 'uiidfir ffteir 
teal names; in the middle, %\gneS nani& l i£efe 
given to the real perfons; but this improvement 
foon gave way to a much higher one,' the neifi Co~ 
medy, where both real names and rear living per- 
fons were banifhed from the ftage. 

Should it be faid, that at the time Ariftophin^s 
wrote, the Greeks were in *'a ftate' of great ad- 
vancement, were a learned and intelligent people; 
and that therefore Ariftophanes fhould not be 
given as an example of a comic author in an 
early and unrefined period j it may be obferved, 
that though the Greeks were certainly in the 
time of Ariftophanes a very wife f>eople, and pof- 
felled of the moft eloquent and philofophical 
writers, yet at that time the Athenians were re- 
markably deficient in delicacy and politenefs. 
Perhaps in fo violent and turbulent a democracy 
as that of Athens, the people, amidft the acri- 
mony of debate and rude contefts of ambition, 
remain long in a ftate of barbarifm as to manners. 

Thii 
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This has been obferved, and endeavoured to be 
accounted for by feveral ingenious authors $ one * 
ef whom indeed cites, as an inftance of it, this 
very circumftance of the amufement which the 
Athenians found in the lo weft fpecies of comedy • 
" They were fo little judges," fays he, " of pro- 
priety in wit and humour, as to relifh the low 
ribaldry of an Ariftophanes, at a period when 
they were entertained with the fublime eloquence 
of a Demofthenes, with the pathetic compofitions 
of an Euripides, or a Sophocles." 
• As the body of the people, however, advance 
in refinement or delicacy, this ancient fpecies of 
Comedy, as it did among the Greeks, will come 
to give difguft inftead of entertainment. - 
? Comic authors will then betake themfelves to 
a different fpecies of writing ; and the next ftep 
ieems to be, inftead of the exhibition of a parti- 
cular perfon, to give the hiftory of fome general 
pafljon, affe£Hon,or principle of the human mind, 
,The bulk x>f men who frequent public places 
^amufement, have then attained fuch a degree 
of improvement, by experience and refle&ion, 
a$ to relifli a general reprefentation of the hif- 
tory of the human heart in trying and inte- 
refting fcenes ; and hence vipws of chara&ers 
in.thofe Situations will be reliihed and under- 
ftood. 

• Millar's Diftiaaiaa of Ranks. 

G 3 When 
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When thi? fpecies of writing, however, firft 
begins, the representations of character that are 
given will be confined to the more general view* 
of the human mind, ailing under the influence 
of fome one leading principle. The nice features 
of that principle, the fmall deviations to which rt 
is fubjeiSt, its various combinations with other 
principles, or its difcriminations arifing from pe- 
culiar circumftancesof fituationorbfhahk, will 
not be attended to or held out to view* Before 
men go into particular*, they rauft be well to 
.quainted with what is general j before tfeey con* 
fider the nice, they muft be intimate with thtf 
grofs features. 

Hence our early but improved writers, pot 
only of Comedy, but of every fpecies of writing 
which r eprefents characters, give only general 
reprefentations. The ambitious, the envious* 
the avaricious man, is represented under the do* 
minion of his guiding principle, but the nicer 
features of the principle are not delineated.*— •■ 
Theophraflus wrote at a period of left delicacy* 
end when minute proprieties were lefs attended 
to, than La Bruyere; the characters therefore of 
the firft are more general and lefs nice than of 
the latter. 

Of all writers, indeed, the French feem to have 
paid moft attention to the fmall and minute views 
of chara&er, and to the different proprieties of 

life 
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life and manners. Living in an age of refrne- 
ment and golitenefs, under a monarchical govern- 
ment, where th,e qgreeablf are the qualities which 
cpnjduce to advancement, the elegant and recom- 
mendatory virtues are chiefl/cultivated. A new 
fpecies .of morals, unknown and unattended to 
among th$ ancients, the term for which, petite^ 
morahsy cannot even be translated into our Ian- 
guage, has. been introduce^, and has become a 
principal object both in condu^ v and philofophy, 
fl£PG& Xhe pic^ perception whjcb French author* 
bw pf.all jhe delicate difcrjrninations of cha T 
r^^f^. .hence their ^obfcrvance of all the deyia* 
tions from what is becoming ; and hence tr>e|r 
l^lpnt pf deferring *nd repr^fcnting all the pro* 
prisfips t and improprieties of human conduct. 
TTlje Engjifji writers ip general may be pofleffed 
, of more metaphyseal profoundnefs ; but they 
have not the fame lively talent at defcribing man- 
ners, nor the fame delicate obfervation of the dif- 
ferent tints and colourings in which they appear. 

At the fame time it may be obferved, that even 
In Britain fome authors have appeared, who have 
excelled in giving minute pictures of manners^ 
and of the nice features of character. Of thefe 
Addifon and Sterne may be mentioned as holding 
a diftinguifhedplace. 

This is the laft improvement which arifes in 

the reprefentation of human characters 5 when 

G 4 not 
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not only their general Features, aider certain 
great claffes* are exhibited, but when writers de- 
fcend to, and are able at the Tame time to point 
out, the fmaller difcriminations into which thofe 
general clafles fubdivide themfelves, and appear 
in different men. Wherf characters are repre- 
fented in this manner, the writing of Comedy is 
at its perfection ; and as the moderns feem to 
have poflefled more of this talent than the an- 
cients, fo the comedies of the former feem to 
excel thofe of the latter. The ancient comedies 
contain only the general characters of mtn and 
manners, young rakes, old men, parafites, lovers, 
flaves : but every old man is the fame, every 
young rake is like every other rake ; their pur* 
fuits are without diftinClion ; and their flaves have 
no other discrimination, than that the one half 
of them are old, faithful, trufty fervants, and the 
other half lying, plotting, witty rafcals. 

It may, however, be obferved, that this fpecies 
of writing, in which the moderns have fo greatly 
excelled, is much ertpofed to corruption and 
abufe. While the ancient manner of drawing 
'characters is defective, by being too general, there 
is danger left this other fpecies become faulty, by 
being too particular. Men attentive to repre- 
fent the minute lines, may negleCt the more im- 
portant, and, inftead of reprefenting a character 
which belongs to human kind, they may come 

to 
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to repreferit only thofe particular characters which 
diftiriguifh individuals. Thus, according to the 
phrafe, that extremes always agree^ it may happen 
that the laft improvement in Comedy may de- 
generate into that very abufe for which the rudeft 
and moft ancient may be centered. Particular 
perfons may come to be reprefented on the ftage 
mftead of general chara&ers. Something of this 
kind wa&fome time ago introduced on theEnglifh 
ftage; though it may be obferved, that this mode 
of yfjritirig' owed its Aiccefe more to the mimic 
qualities of its author, than to it* being approved 
of by the tafte of the audience. 

But tjiis is not the only thing to be feared from 
men's giving minute attention to the fmaller parts 
of character j there is alfo a danger of its having 
an improper effe& on their own character and 
conduft. When their attention is chiefly be* 
flowed on the little parts of conduct, they may 
come to negleft or overlook the greater. Man- 
ner may be put in the place of fubftance; and 
what is frivolous may be preferred to what is 
manly. As this fpecies of corruption may be 
confidered as the greateft in literary compofition, 
fo it is moft certainly the greateft in morals. 
When what is trifling is only regarded, there 
never can be any fplendid exertions of genius, 
there never can be any real greatnefs of chara&er. 
All fublime and manly efforts will: be at an end ; 
G 5 ail 
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all noble exertions in the field, and all genuine 
eloquence in the fenate, will be extinguished. 
Our battles will be bloodlefs, and in our fpeeches 
prettinefs will be preferred tofimplicity and force* 
*Tis the leading objedt in a late feries of Letters 
on Education, to reprefent the manner of doing 
a thing as preferable to the thing itfelf ; to point 
out the frivolous and exterior accomplishments, 
the graces, as a furer road to advancement, than 
truth, integrity, or a fpirit of independence, than 
the pofleffion of the greateft knowledge, or the 
«ertion of the moft illuftrious talents. 
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N° 50. Saturday, January 14, 1786. 

«• '"pTlAGEDY (according to the ancient 
definition quoted in a former paper) 
purges the paflions by exciting them." - Comtdy 
wi(hes to purge vices and follies by Ridicule. Irk 
a corrupt age, reafon is fo weak as to be obliged 
to call in fuch attics to her affiftanee: Jet her 
beware that they do not, like the Saxon auxiliaries 
of our anceftors, ufurp the government which 
they were called to defend. 

In the earlieft periods of life, ridicule is natu- 
rally employed again ft reafon and propriety.—— 
The child who obeys its mother, who is afraid 
of its govern efs, who will not be concerned in 
little plots to deceive both, is laughed at by its 
bolder and lefs fcrupulous companions. At every 
age, reafon and duty are grave and ferious things, 
in which ridicule finds a contrail that ren- 
ders her attack more eafy, and her fallies more 
poignant. 

The refinement of polifhed times, as was ob* 

ferved in the foregoing Number, does not allow 

them to find amufement in that grofs ridicule 

which provokes the laughter of a ruder people* 

G 6 But 



d by Google 



132 THE LOUNGER. • N» jo. 

But from this very fource their fubje&s of Co- 
medy are often of a dangerous kind. They 
trench upon facred ground ; I mean not as to re- 
ligion, but in morals ; they paint thofe nicer 
(hades of ridicule which are of an equivocal fort 
between virtue and vice, and often give the fpec- 
tator leave to laugh, according to his own hu- 
mour, either at the firft or the latter. 

In the Ecole des Femmes (and 1 fhall hardly be 
reckoned unfair when I make the reference to 
Moliere) moft of the maxims which Arnolphe % 
makes Agnes read, are really good moral precepts, 
which a prudent wife would do well to follow, 
for her own fake as well as her hufoand's. There 
is juft as much prudfcry and fufpicion thrown 
into them, as to allow thofe who wojuld wifh to 
be lefs guarded than a good wife ought to be, to 
hold them in derifion. 

The George Dandin of the fame author has 
been already criticifed in this moral view by a 
very able writer. But he has not attended, fay 
its defenders, to the proper moral of the piece ; 
which is, to correft a very common fort of 
weaknefs, as well as of injuftice, in old men of 
low birth and great wealth, who purchafe alli- 
ance with decayed nobility, and are vain enough 
to imagine, that a wife bought from her neceffi* 
ties, or from the necefiities of her family, is to 
love and refpeft the hufband who has pur^hafed 

her. 
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her. But befides that this corre£live is applied 
to the party who may be the weakeft, but is cer- 
tainly the leaft wicked of the two, fuch examples, 
conveyed through the medium of Comedy, are 
always more readily applied to thofe whom they 
may miflead, than to thofe whom they may re- 
form. -The images which Comedy prefents, and 
the ridicule it excites, being almoft always exag- 
gerated, their refemblance to real life is only 
acknowledged by thofe whofe weaknefles they 
flatter, whofe pafSons they excufe. They who 
ufe the example of the fcene for an apology, can 
eafily twift it into that form ; they who wifh to 
efcape its corre£Uon, eafily difcover the difference 
between the fcenic fituation and theirs. •• The 
George Dandin 9 and the Cocu Imaginaire of real 
Hfe, neither meet with Lubins nor Piftures to 
abufe them ; but the girl who thinks herfelf in- 
titled to be the Angelique of the piece, will find 
no difficulty in difcovering her good man to be 
a Dandia ; fhe who wifhes her hufband to be 
blind, will never forget the prudent advice of 
Sgantirelh. ~ 

' ** Qtiand vous verriez tout, ne croyez jamais 
rien." 
Harpagan is'held up to deteftation by Moliere, 
for the correction of the old, the avaricious, the 
tffurer, whom the world proscribes, whom his 
children muft hate for his criminal parfimony. 

Alas! 
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Alas ! refers and ufurers neither read nor fee 
comedies;' bun the young and the though tjefs 
3re taught (o cgll prudence and ceeonomy covet- 
oufnefs and avarice, to be diffipated and extrava-, 
gapt put of pure virtue* 

In the Cbitff of Staph, the audience is always 
on the fide of the rogue againft the poor deluded 
and .abiifed old man. It is fp in all comic fcenes 
of (he Jcind, from the flaves of Terence down to 
the valets of Molten and Regnard* Aflc any. 
wife and difcrect mother of a family, if fte would 
allow her children to aflbciate with the party- 
coloured gentlemen below (lairs ; £he wiU tell you 
that it is of a]l things what (he is at pains to ; 
avoid ; becaufe in their fociety her children, 
would learn low manners, habits of cunning, of 
trick, and of falfehood. Yet you bring them 
into fuch company in the Comedies of the vir-. 
tuous Moliere, where, if the valets are more, 
clever and witty than thofe pf ordinary life, they 
$re only the more expert and agreeable rogues. 
We do not bring them into fuch fociety, you fay $ 
we only exhibit it to their view. But you fkew 
them people of equal rank with themfelves rni^ed 
.with that fociety, profiting by thofe rogueries, 
applauding the invention which gives them birth. 
If the drama is to have any effect at all, its ope- 
ration in this cafe mull be unfavourable to truth 

* and to virtue. 

* 

In 
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In Tragedy, this *ffe&$ot* not require exhi- 
bition to give ic force j on the contrary, it is per- 
haps in the reading that it faftens moft ftrongly 
Qn young and fufceptible minds. The fofter 
feelings, to which it addrcfles itfelf, are more ao 
ceffible in foiitude and filence than in foctety. 
It is otherwife with Comedy, ridicule operating 
more powerfully in company and in a crowd. 
There is befides no hero of a player equal to the 
hero of a Tragedy; but the handfome figure, 
the (hewy garb, the aflfured countenance, the 
unembarrafied addrefs, the eafy negligence, o* 
many a comedian, is fully equal to the character 
he is to reprefent. The fine gentleman of real 
life is a fort of comic aftor. When we confifler 
how much imitation, how much art, how much 
affe&ation, go to make up his part, we (hall not 
ponder, if even thofe who have often fcen fuch 
exhibition*, fliould fometimes miftake the player 
who perfonates for the charader perfonated;. 
but the young and the unexperienced naturally 
transfer the brilliancy of the character to his mi- 
mic representative. This gives a double force 
to the dialogue of the piece, and affords, in the 
ptrfon of a pretty fellow of a player, a very 
winning apology for whatever is exceptionable 
in the cbara&er he performs. 

In the obfervations I formerly made on the 
moral effe<as of Tragedy, I took notice of the 

con- 



d by Google 



136 THE LOUNGER. N"so. 

eonfequences refulting from the almoft uniform 
introduction of love, as the ruling motfyg of tra- 
gic ad ion. To this objection Comedy is equally 
liable ; but there is an additional circui&ftaace In 
which it is ftijl more objectionable than the other 
department of the drama: As love is the prin- 
cipal action, marriage is the conftant end of Co r 
medy. But. the marriage of Comedy is generally 
of that fort which holds fojrth the worfl: example 
to the young ; not an union the refill* ot f/ied. 
attachment, of fober preference, fanclified byvix- % 
tueand by prudence. Thefe are the ^matcJiQ^ 
which Comedy ridicules.. Hsr. marriages appthfc. 
frolics of , the mom.ent, made on the acquaintance 
of a day, or of foine cafuaj encounter. J;p many. 
comedies,.amidft the difficulties of jaccoxnpliftiag 
the. marriage ,pn which the intrigue, of the piece- 
turns, and in the courfe of which its.incidents 
are difplayed, the reftraints of parents and guar- 
dians are introduced only to bedefpifed and out* 
witted j age, wifdom, experience, every thing 
which. a,we!Ueducated young perfon (hould re* 
fpect and. venerate, is made a .jeft of; pertnefs, 
impudence, falfehood, and diihpnefty, tritimpk 
andjajpgh^ t^ aiuiience trinmphs and laughs* 
along with them ; and i* * s not till within a few 
fentenqgs pf^tkec^nclufon, that the voice of mo- 
rality is uttered, nbt heard. The intereft of the 
play is then pvpr^ the company is arranging, its 
>H departure j 
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departure ; and if any one liftens, 'tis but to ob- 
ferve how dull and common-place thefe reflec- 
tions are. Virtue is thus doubly degraded, both 
When (he fpeaks and when (he is filent. 
• The purity of the Britifh Comedy in modern 
times, has been often contrafted with the drama 
6f our forefathers, in thofe days of licentioufnefs 
and immorality when Wycherly and Congreve 
wrote for the rakes and libertines of a profligate 
court. I forbear to cite, in contradiction to this, 
the ribaldry with which," for fome time pad, our 
ftage has been infefted, in the form of Comic Operas 
and Burlettah, by which the laugh and the ap- 
plaufe ' of' Sadler's Wells and Bartholomew Fair 
have been drawn from the audiences of Coven t- 
Garden and Drury-Lane. But I mufl obferve, 
that in this comparative eft i mate no account has 
been taken of a kind of licentioufnefs in which 
fome -of our lateft comedies have indulged, fiill 
more dangerous than the indelicacy of the laft 
century : thofe fometimes violated decency, but 
thefe attack principle; thofe might put modefty 
to the bluft, or contaminate the purity of inno- 
cence; but thefe (hake the very foundations of 
morality, and would harden the mind againft the 
fenfe of virtue.' ' 

It is fomefthat remarkable, that the French 
ftage, formerly fo proud of its bienfeance, (bould 
have, nearly at the fame period with that of Eng- 
land, 
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land, aflltmed the Kke pernicious licentioufnefs. 
Figaro, though a lefs witty, is as immot?) a play 
as the School for Scandal* 

Dramas of this perniqpus fort a&ofe upon thf 
fefhionableridicule againft wha* was. polled Senti- 
mental Comfdy, which it had .become cuftomary 
to decry, as fubverting the very intention of that 
department of the ftage, and ufarping a name, 
from which the gravity of its precepts, and the 
ferioufnefs of its incidents, fhpuld havp excluded 
if. This judgment, however, feeras to l>e foun4<- 
$d neither on the critical definition of .Cojpfdy, 
ner on the pr*3jcp of its writers in tfrdfe periods 
whep it had attained its higheft reputation. Mi- 
nandir and T*r*nct wroteComedies of $enfi q&enf; 
nor does it feerp cafy toreprefent evp& follies na- 
turally, without fotnetimes bringing before us the 
frrious evils which they may produce, and th$ 
refleftions which arife on their confeqjjences,— • . 
Morality may no doubt be trite, and fentioicnt 
dull, in the hands of authors of little genius j but 
profligacy and libertinifm will as often be filly as 
wicked, though, in the impudence with which 
they unfold therafelves, there is frequently an air 
o/fmartnefs which paflfes for wit, and of affurance 
which looks like vivacity. The counterfeits, 
however, are not always detected at that time of 
life which is lefs afraid of being thought diflipated 
than dull, and by that ra,nk which holds lege- 
rity 
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rity and fobriety among the plebeian virtues. 
The people, indeed, are always true to virtue, 
and open to the impreflions of virtuous fenti- 
raent. With the people, the comedies in wfeich 
thefe are developed ftill remain favourites; and 
Corruption mud have ft retched its empire far in- 
deed, when the applaufes {hall ceafe with which 
they are received. 
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N°5i. Saturday, January 21, 1786. 
To the Author of the Loungbr. 

SIR, 

T WAS much pleafed with one of your late 
papers, publiOied on the laft .day of laft year, 
in wlych you fuggefted feveral ufes that might 
be made of a recollection of paft events, and of 
a proper confutation of the power of Tim. .» 

The negleit of the improvement of Time is an 
evil of which every moralift has complained, on 
which thereforeit were preemption in me to at- 
tempt to enlarge. But without repeating what 
has been fo often aod fo well feid on its waftc or 
its abufe, permit me to take notice of that forget- 
fulnefs of its progrefs, wh'ifch affe&s the conduft 
and deportment of fo many in the different rela* 
tions of life. In matters of ferious concern, we 
cannot violate the rights of Time without render- 
ing ourfelves unhappy ; in objefts of fmaller im- 
portance, we cannot withdraw from itsjurifdic- 
tion without making ourfelves ridiculous. Its 
progrefs, however, is unfortunately very apt to 
be unnoticed by ourfelves, to whom its daily mo- 
tion 
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tion is gradual and imperceptible ;. but by others 
it will hardly fail to be marked, and they will 
expect a behaviour fuitable to the charac^r it 
fhould {lamp upon us. 

How often do the old forget the period at 

which they are arrived, antKkoep/up;^ behaviour 

fuitable, or perhaps only excufablein that which 

they have long ago paffed ? We fee % e very day 

fexagenary beaux, and grey-haired rakes, who 

mix with, the gay and the diffipated ; bf the pr?j 

fent time, and pride themfelved-ofr ihe Want of 

that thought and fcrioufnefs which years alone, 

if not wifdam, (h#uld have taught them.- This 

is the pi tifuL ambition of the weak and the<pro- 

fligate* who, unable to attain the refpe& due to 

virtue, or the credit of ufefulnefs, wifli to (hew 

the vigour of their minds, and the foundnefs of 

their conftitutions, at a late period of life, by 

fuppoijting a character of folly or licentiouihefs. 

But they (hould be told f that they generally fail 

in their object, contemptible as it is ; the world 

only allows them credit for an attempt at follies, 

for an' affectation of vic^. ." What a fine wicked 

old dog your father is !" faid a young fellow, in 

my hearing, at the door of a tavern a few nights 

ago. " Why, yes," replied his companion, with 

a tone of fang froid, " he would if he could," 

. In the other fex, I confefs I feel myfelf more 
inclined to make allowance for thofe rebels againft 

Time, 
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Time, who wifh to extend the period of youth 
beyond its natural duration. The empire of 
beauty is a diftin£Hon fo flattering, and its refig- 
nation makes fo mortifying a change in the ftatt 
bf its pofleflbr, that I am not tntich furprifed if 
flife who has once enjoyed if, tries every art fci 
prolong her reign. This indulgence, however* 
Is only due to thofe who have no other part td 
perform, no other chara&er to fupport. Sh* 
who Is a wife or a mothfer-, has other obje&s td 
Which her attention may be turned, front which 
Iter refpe<ftabi!ity may be drawn. I cannot therfe* 
fore eafily pardon thofe whom w^^-fee sit public 
places, the rivals of their daughters, With the mrf 
gait* the flaunting drfefs, and thfe playful giggle of 
fifteen. As to thofe eldferly ladies *ho cohtinufe 
t6 haunt the fcertes ©f their early amufemfents*, 
who fometimes exhibit tfcehifelves therein all thfc 
gay colours of youth and Fafliion, like thofe un- 
natural fruit-trees that bloflom in December, I 
am dif^ofed rather to pity thatf to blame them. 
In thas attending the triumphs of beauty, they 
may bfe of the fame ufe with the monitor w&o 
followed the Roman heroes in their triumphal 
proceffions, to put them in riiihd, arriidft the 
'fhputs of the people, and theparadfe of conq'ueft, 
that, for all their glory, they were ftill but men. 
fiut the progrefs of time is as often anticipated 
as it is forgotten, and youth ufurps the privileged 
16 of 
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of age as frequently dsage would retain the pri- 
vileges of youth. At no period, perhaps, was thi j 
prematurity of behaviour more confplcuftus thdri 
at prefentr We have boys difcourfmg politics* 
arguing metaphyfies, and fupporting infidelity, &i 
an age little beyond that when they ufed to ba 
playing at triwand Jeap^frog. Nor are thefe the 
triofl hurtfal of their pretenfions. In vice* as in 
felf-importancev they contrive to get beydftd 
* 4 the ignorant prefent time j" and, at the years 
of boyiflinefs, to beperfeS men in licemioiifaeft 
and debauchery. It is much the fame With the 
young people of the female World. Girl** Who 
formerly ufed to be found in the nurfery, are how 
brought forward to all the prerogatives of wo- 
manhood. To figure at public. places, to be gal- 
lanted at public walks, to laugh and talk loud at 
both, to have all the airs, and all the eafe of a 
fine lady, are now the acquirements of mifles, 
who, in my younger days, Mr. Lounger, were 
working their farnplers, learning White feam, or 
were allowed to fpoil a mince-pfe, by way of an 
"texercife in .paftay : An& k is. no uncommon 
fhing* now-*.da.y$,to fee in the corner of a ball*, 
room at mi^gh.t, leaaiog on the arni of her 
partner, and now and .then anfwering fome of 
his fpeeches with a f rap of her fan* the fame ua* 
grown girl, who, not a great many years ago, 
Would have curtfey'd to the company, kifled Papa 

and 
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and Mamma, and gone to bed fupperlefs between 
eight and nine in the evening. In both /exes* 
the " ingenuus pudor,* the becoming modefty 
and referve, which were formerly the moft plea- 
fing chara&eriftics of youth, feem now to be ex- 
ploded : They have forgot to blufh ; and the 
prefent rule of manners is fuch, that their pa- 
rents do not blufh for them, I confefs, Sir, \t is 
not without fome indignation that I frequency 
fee fathers and mothers fmiling with complacency 
and pride on their children, for faying and doing 
thtogs for which, in my time, they would have 
<been turned out of the room. — But-I am an ,old 
man, apt perhaps to complain and be peevifh. 
That I may not incur the other charge of the 
poet, the garrulity df age, I beg feave to cqn* 
cludc, by affuring you that I am, Sir, your ad- 
mirer and humble fervant, 

After the feverity of Siiux's reprehepfion $f 
the prefent times, oh which he certainly b^s. not 
looked with a favourable eye, k may bq, a relief 
to my readers, to read a letter of ? lighter, foifr 
received from another correfpondent, frora who*» 
the fame paper to which Senex refers has draw.a 
the following propofel. - - »r 
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To the Author of the Lovntge*. 

* SIR, . 

I HAD the honour of reading your paper for 
the Netu-year, fetting forth the natural refle&ions* 
to which that returning period fliould give rife,- 
and the- mtiral ufes of the recolle&ion of paflr' 
events, I am one> Sir, not much given to ferious 
reflexions, yet I acknowledge the ufeof remem- 
brance, provided it does not go back an unreafon-' 
able time, and takes in only a certain fet of events. 
I have long been an attendant and admirer of the 
fashionable world ; and do npt indeed thinly 
it wo^th my while to carry my philofophy dqwri 
to the lower orders of the people. Of the fa- 
fhidnable work!, t prefume I need^ot inforhi 
you, Sir, tha^tbe^ew- year does not begin at 
theift of JattiiJtry ; it ufejto bb computed from 
the 1 8th ; ' Witf tftis year," from fome u particiilat< 
incidents, it Is not, ,1 believe, intended that it* 
fliould begin' A 1 early. A About the beginning of 
February, people will think of dating the com - 
mencement of the New-year, and may perhaps. 
indulge the propenfity you fuppofe, to recolledt 
the events of the old. Of this, perfons of faihioa 

Vou II. H have 
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have Ac grfatijir need, that jhfiir year* fyffsr *a 
intcr/tiptioii iwtoaTO^hitauUjfitaJi th<?y exifi 
merely, jn a ftafc of ojrtivion, m &g ce^rjfofgr, 
five or fix TOPntlp of furorper. and- aut^rrw^ anjd 
may thfcrfcfore be very well fuppofe^ tp £<SKg«ttthe 
tranfa&ions of thalaft^ear, \vhigk ended falopg 
a while before the prefent began/^ F wouM pro- 
pofe,*Sfi?£ WttHptherr Memories fcfiialforao- 
^IMfftWfafr&Hii **ich I^^OOferf^s^fffl 
ax^a, ^^fi^pr^nd jnoraUfo w%*u^,fffrth : 
YWJBHfi&afafc' My memof a^««j ^gfct fofrr 
c 3!$t>wN c <>t*P 5h^#y <>f thi^igjb\srH(^tlwj5f»uA 

r^^ef M&Wfcv J f^OT** ifeWiflfi **#** 
thfc*ai|(ty ofcfctqttale*^ » rnc4.o>it v 1) is • 

plfiafe to . . "i. ' -r :•' 3t -,:, v£m ^nirij 3fij f Ji.t 

i^-^forg^t'Svfe^Vas'fnufii as^BB. llJ 
VJ '. -, JV _ r! v ;t./.* ( ? : 'u. '.?-::oq^ liarto ami !"•> 

Suc£ of them, a$ ^aj^ P9f had.th^a^anftgejff 
keeping in pra&ice the rules of frpojtf q ^flcatjon, ' 
during th,e fummer pio^dis,. at : ft^ of the wa- 
tering-places* m)\ have been flpt tprle/j^roftj- 
city of nature creep upon them. Thcyjjiay have . 
learned feveral bad habits, which they muft nofT 
by all means forget ; fuch as, laughing at anrfr-. 
ry, or crying at a moving tale j befog tbeatfelves 
happy with happinefe, of fad Withfcrrow? W*# 
pleafed with the attentions of others, or pleafiog 

otbe* 



d by Google 



N* 5 i. THE LOtJtfGER. H7 

other* fty Ihtit tttehfiotfs; in fcort, a great 
mttty Jmcirkhs which might do well cnoogh in 
tte'vdtittttf, btit which, like other natural pro- 
<Jw$ioi^i } the winter always kills, among people 

*^i^ ^ ^ ^^nffly;^eaa«mbe^'to s, ! 

1M^^Mfbi«IUHte(t '« b**o#eiT iMfiffttat 
dWH(M#?#h!fe»5*%iiiM ^everylhSproper^rew 

tteyashPioVtfibAPIftx^i^h^b fct* 

prife at the freedom ufed^fc thfch^ < 7 #¥hey 
h&tf bmft&tiiftibwA a^wttt ««fl*bdUftge'for. 
that^the thing may be accomplished hyfotgetofog 

refume their opera-glades, which it is probable 
rifttfafitf^fts^in-' t8d?flr*1frA:*fihte th<& de- 

•flFis^rfertf^^ ta 

ptf^r^U^k^iftat i^aVried p&foris of both 

.211. forget fteir Bufoan^s, Wiv$s, and ChiU 
-ism x» ji5j3iU. r j''- '■''■• > 

wvtolnian/jjTiV; ..••.• 

"@im fe'^nwmfffeft iadettorom, or rather per- 

tops ifcteeency, in the remembrance of ftich 

H a con- 
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<;Onne6iionp> c£ ^ickj^U\^yj^tc^fo^^\U 
ever togujty.. , ., _. \, : . , : ,. rii .^ )iM .." 
A dire&ion famewbatakiiaf <fort&fcii$ ttefcaf/< 
;: '—forgetting thcii^ Forfimwy' f Mi ^ n.riv. 

*^?M«9Wfc ^ ple^fyrp, •^^Jftjfe 09c 

indulge it at the end of the feaft^^^^jt^jr 

ple. As they.^r^, jn^d^^un^orn^ r to ( hun 
all plebeian qualities \ it is indilpenrable for "them 

:^:;:^rntn -.-ryj^ -j j j.. IT v^huod sHj ni 3i;*<v 
^^prt>p^^mifidtrtDein>orvrfolyQfiiisT^ rf^e 
)€rueflpmarks"of< bxvtggf lived a^ng^jp^jftHi^f 

*ifor*vii>ta* san&dfiowyit j 'Wsrfo-pwreljr thg&ft 

Wi^bnS^fcM^^ tfcftjYftst 

of it is an abfefafe diiquadrfiditibrtiot>the!priyi- 

: tege$Twlwoh utsni thbm. ' : lv?[d;j> jrj n() 

Under this head of mental endofl^nient%J?n^ay 

fuggeft the propriety pf , .- ,« *,.., 

— — forgetting the^el^m^ , ^ , 

It is poflibie;ihat!uTtbe.*QMmi^^e^«f^^afe 
given way to;fom* vulgar fH?JM$€fifr flf&^Mt 
were highly improper .to retain in town* It may 

not 
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not be amifs, however, to inform them, in this 
pl&e, "tfrmit' they mrght ather^ife hive fcropfed 
tor believe, that the Church has of late become a 
pl^^ft&tohabte refort in Edinburgh ; andP, 
what is dill more odd, that fine people actually at- , 
tend to the ferriion. The eloquence of fome of 
oilr'jH-e^nerr, 5 Irfce tHe dagger 6f MacUih tiss 
^^ufM^eep^ there y for which Tedfon, it 
will 1 hoi Itf tiVoriWinieht -'W formerly,' *8 go ttifc> 
WlMf iWirtvp&r} of * long party at Wlffft, 
^MgrffWttfe/ 1 ™> '•- -« > *• •- J. v ..v 
03 ln>PfttWekletifel QuiKtte*, ttfe Lidfes att'tb 
^ £l L22^^^ir^ptexIons; 3 ^ - " ; 1 
in the morning they afe to be much paler, and 
in the evening much mpre booming than they 
were in the country. IT other people remember 
(Sete ft*m?th«>cfnbipcriadxa'iha other^thqre'is 
^l^qftrtt^^ias things gd now,, u.dotejrtft 
M^r (igp*fy* 'Of^^teladferfebay £»o&ha$s 
'fergdf ^*qfs:»Jat Jilljnt^afcih^w eafc^andya 
"ttNaife t»mejTi|ic fdr-tlkir cuoipiiny v t0.jphjcli 
^pleirfii%h:£afliroa.ar«.errtided« : . •.*>.<>, 
On the fubjed of Darcfs, 3 may add** by vpay 
of cfcudon^tbat the.kdics would do; wdl 
— - not to forget theffifeives* 

I don*t mean tnfs in the common-acceptation of 
tbephftfe* Which it may be fometimes very pro- 
per arid conVtnitnt to do. What I mean js fim- 
H 3 ply 
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ply to put them in mind, that a lady in town, in 
the modern drefs, takes up fo much more room 
than fhe does in the country, that very ferious 
conftqufcnc^s might etifotAtvt&her nop atfetfnding 
to the fpace which flie necefTarily occupies. An 
acquaintance of mine, who is fomewhat of an an- 
tiquarian,* obferved to they whatfan^optai^rvWir 
great -grandchildren migHt* bHetfto &rm*«f the 
fize of the ladies' heads towards the ol^<rf, the 
18th Afetiiry, if any of the faihionable Hats 
fhould happen to be preferved in the cabinets of 
thexufliett** 3«t, in r^ply, I defined; h fm to take 
«ow«^itbat vthey, would be fet right as to the 
dinwftfi«H>p£ the race by examining the Walking- 
JQcAilpti t^frmeoji which ace juft ^s s ^nufh ,-beW 
h*hfc mdiup* jfyndard,, siSj.the hat^ ; |of ^fltjjcr 
*fe* Wfe \H*y$n4\U % the Hats thej? ^j^bt^- 
- jefla s*;*is to t*e .bred of Patego#tans,i, by,\the 
Stick*, the? would conclude 1^ *q be v a gefttra- 
Uon\tf Zaplandtru a . .. A . %u 

- Biifel iuid T. am wandering from my A&jgft. 
1 rnaft piit hiyfelTin mind, that it is time to cpn- 
cltidc this hafty fcrawl» by having the honour to 
fubfcrtbe myMf, with all poffibi^ confideration 
aodrd^ea, SIR, 

. Your moft obedient. and 
-!. .. .. moift dcwHid hurn^bk Sefvai^ -; 
~ <> •■•-• MBMO&y^vMOBdSH. 
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ol -JlC.ii .' ^f; ■, . 
■ -1 ;Ij ;.. . " < u .• • 

.jNfcjak. ..Saturday, y«*> aS, 1786c 

.tbiitmtqrtfau&r un portrait en pfu 4*t mtfi 

;*H sld.m.-. fh.. *v • .ftiA^Il(JM}X, 

) maid ;*>■.,_• ■ • . • „. , , 

-rtj JMfc 86 fcyiapoe* of great 1 good Te4*fy< and 

^\^& n feBfe**M^ dn -IWtfttti ^chwildhnr. h I 

w 8^/ l *W«^rVtlWf i-^hf notwty tfIMn$.to 

ftWrW'tKcffc fe^tft'taJh'faflic^ft }»',*« fitia- 

1 iiotf of 6u¥*ratoeiT f "whfcfc 1s aj?r<o Tgive affcrii- 

i#i?£ ftrthefr^aft^r *t& Wiwrof iWirvl^bSt I 

am perfuaded there is a fotfndttto^'&idiverfity 

; % c the ^afa^WrX'dF A^Oftvenras ilrong a*iitf thofe 

• dP tteffifi' ^^ie?fe^tJrds T of^ : the"^firft;:ipdbed^rare 

f «Blf^deRek*;.i6fif ftrt>B f gty •ftWiicd,?awd<*n!t>hat 

'^duftriftote difficult 16 be "dBftrngoiirediutut 

ftill the difference equally exifls. Irpqhtrirftuces, 

the features of men are fttangertlfan thofe of 

woAifefft'^feut <h«diffefefice of one woman's face 

rifrbSiGifafethe^Iilnotfterefore the lefs real. So it 

<is f in my opinion, with their minds, «. 

H 4 I have 
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I.have been lately more than £yer $L&P§$1 to 

deny the truth of Mr. Pope's obferv^tibn^om^ii 

acquaintance with two ladies, w{io % jnffuiatiflns 

neaU^ alike,, without that difference j^ic^yi^ 

iitu'des of fortune, or uncommon i'ncfdents'in nfffpl 

might produce, are in character perft£Hy Simmi- 

Jah* I never indeed knew two char aflers" more 

pointedly "different than ttiofe of Mrs. fyjfUarti 

arid^ftrs. Hnmbden. Mrs: Wlllim's Ml w&£an 

i>f plaiftgdoHfente, and of £reat juftncSiJScSrS 

du<5£ ' She wis early matried : fo vrnizti fif gSbd 

^tj!ftfrflan(fing, and in a refpe&abfe fittiaii<in 3 6f 

•ttfe.^fae married her, becauit'he wiflfed fflrtf 

™«*frhb eould be a ufefulis w8H>» Sn^^riW? 

,;&!§ <&n$*n76ir to hrm, 'afewT VWhia'tiiaSeTl g6?# 

jfibasW'^H* Miildfcrt:' She ma&tetfnW;^ 

^fe^tteSght*te' , a worthy wSh^^Wft'tWi^ 

jke coiit* be happy. -Nefthtfr ttr* to^nd^nW* 

tH^Wift *Ve r*t*arka1&}* fott&t'&ttfihethi&t $ 

iWetliey bar« bwli fuct>a^hxrk tf'fthftpak^f 1 

vdrtta^cheir c*er faJli»g sifiti 5 anyini^Po^i^y^ 

Mm:.WilJiaii>tf condu&s theBffqifs.ofttep r feitt^ 

W4$i*ith&g*e«teft regularity: and «xa<3ne6 ^tandc 

. fefcJ**ver ffiek lwrfcif above giving;actcnrian to; 

aiiy -particular of domeftic occonomy. >T5He edit* 

ca^90. of iber fons flie leaves 8lmqiLentireIjrft(>* 

h$* buika»A# !&** sf the dftwgktet&fli* eoAfidscr 

fis pec^li^rjy bcloiigtng.tUfiker* . Beliervwg the- 

great truth*>and attentive to tbc grea*idG&Wfle$ 
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of religion, ihe never troubled herfelf with its 
ititrfcaciW ; and following, in morality, the plain 
path of right, {he never fpeculated on points of 
delicate embarraflment. To her daughters, in 
like manner, fhe never taught my ftery in religion* 
nor cafuHtry in morals j but (heinftills into them 
the mod obvious and ufeful principles in both* 
She aljpws them to mix with the world to a cer- 
tain degree, and to affociate with companions of 
their own age and rank $ but ihe guards agaioft 
every thing which might give them a, romantic 
turn. ''Having little imagination herfd£,;jfhe re- 
moves from her daughters every tWng tjyjyvhkrft 
theirs might be warmed r Novels tjiat tyfilh ?t)d 
dcairias t)ia£ agitate the mind, j flie is -ajnpaipfj to 
prey^tth^r getting a fafte for* jM*firf(nlito 
for mufiqf &t terns to ,wi& tp dijfeo*tf agbo , ; 
* M*** «WiBia#is *& ii>«vwy; t*ifi© wufcitf iitfe& 
ln&pd,fk$ nevet f*ei* any thing w*i*hr%*f*tildi 
wiflvto conceal. Her gsoiifctife mafeejkie^afc.- 
waysiix who* pfan of condu& whh fi^nsftY 
and. .as ihe is not perplexed with anirxttflteuldeg-, 
nor encumbered 1 with any doubts about itsfctiag 
right, ihe always takes th*dfre& rowk* acfeoifri 
plifll the end flie has in view; -Upotf the whoT<* 
Mr&wWiU^mfrismorer€fp^aab)ethartmanyt?ho 
feto farmed to command more refpe^and^ hap. 
pit* Abta jfcany who ifeeiri to havte more avenues 
ftr happinefs* 

H 5 < Mrs* 
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Mrs. Hambdtn poflfeflbs a iwlrfd of u tmicBf flipe* 
rior order to that of Mrs, Wlffianrii: SfiHs, in- 
deed, one of, the moft accompli ftecJ worfi^ii I 
ever knew. With an uncommon ^iVtStrfaFa- 
cptepefs and difceroment, Che poflefles'&e &}§$& 
de£i;ec ofjafte and refinement. l fifer coiivefta- 
fton is eyer ani^ipatetf, and ever improving; *aftd 
a <Mjg?A c fenfe of virtue* as welt as^a ^ranptK.of 
^(ihilitjr^vvhi^h nips iftrougli every J tfi1ng"me 




^jdi^oujrft 



uncer- 
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ijbe^m^g, ft^jfte|rj^flSkC«[|i^s ; djfficulties which 
* h fi*5 4tf^ r B5W^J, tn*bl?»^er *P perceive, s&d'her 

, ^fl Jltf4?^T?-^ Iw ^» ^ e ^^^oopubt that 
jty|,big aetWDined wrong j think^of ifaVyirfg'hef 

i Plan* and becomes' .more and more Siriceftaw 
bow to proceed,. Even after ihe xi cPmpietely 

r axed as tp^the object, Jhe wavers as to me'rne;rh$ 

Wj*B inbfcr id^ which ihelcriows htf?htft)^to 
v f^raoujk. Xhis not QrJy produce* a VaaTlarYcy 
, inner con<Tu&, but at times gives her rke^iSiS* 



cer'tSmjf //fhe i vftnfefs : o^p<* ieh*y At % 
Mu% Hrafy ofti* light id which SWl, 

( ^^^a^^^^i^tittyi tod j^tftft&k 




;.i«a s 'liefer hufoaridVdeatH, W 3 M«fe J »ca* 
Us centered in fttife children. Ftotti kft- afc- 

/*&£ ^th J r^Vd 'to l^r ffift, fhe'h*Hak<rrt'the 

' ^naeemehVorhfe From 

'^r^ef ^^ ] tt coridcra him in the paths of 

*$ri^ &fr td ftottfe him frtJm the fearc*Wvice* 
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(be has ktpt him almoft «onfland yvuotir bev. 
owo ey*$ . fee <has pwen ted himiram goiiigito 
a public rfchocJ v and has hardly-«il«wiKl birtLaa^r 
companions. The boy is how about fifteen, jwttk 
wonderful learmhg and knowledge*. for bi&yeaa* 
and poflefled of the ftneft and mtift ataiibkcdtfpo^ 
fitions ; but, from his mode of edutatron t tots .: 
awkward, tirpid, and perfectly ignored* of i Me 
WorlA W*th the worldj however^'hdrnHiftiboa 
mix ; and what changcrthia may iproditoe 4h rWr . 
chara<5fce* k titocertatnv It irmuch td befoured* 
that that vpry purky ; and -refinement of taring of S 
which he^is pafMk&l and which' cetltfrilynba* 
been preferv^d by his-iccluflon fotaA'The'Wdridj 1 
may prodmt vttfy&tillncotifeiJbcttt^S' toifaiafcda* ' 
his ej^jwee h#q Jife* If h^ieOaitA^Kiy^hclarBrae^ 
purity ^^.r^lHiwroeli^u^awfcdv thero^is dangc* 
left >fce bflcorpa difgjuftqd- milked <u*&fcfcftrn*" 
wpri^^^gyqf therf»**w$ *#i pra$<e$.QftW<hi<jfr ' 
he w$ fe$ yi?Fjdi#pf?Mfroin *foM*<faa*^rb** 

g?rj$$ii\&rsiffii» tha^hj*#A*ityi*n4 fe&iggient 
W>»7 IgWGt Wff 1 y -k^fiS '^trpd^ped^ftt^i t^werM,'/ 
iK)tgT^u^lly r jtut -^U.atQRqfijj nofJ»eii|g fcuigfci 
l>y degrees to flflHggle c wMb.,an4 refill ^e.cc^ruj^ , 
tiona aro^nd.bi«Pi .fee WJ fe^iifjp l%y^KJPPr.. 
pofite extre^eL/rppa tbat^'n^wtfrc^ J^,fia$ f <b$e.jv 
led? and deferfe' fcqro tfee refipqoienj ?nd fev^rg j 
of virtue,, to $he grefTn&fe ?m& tic.cn tiqufneis c£ 5 
. "; vice, ' 
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rice; Hctw|U:rnieet>with>Tilce *n cbkmrS' that = 
ofttn§cba^l«raaftflritlia«tltodc incftpetieiite !*rf 
bispsnribhis? *vva*faefllimy femtoiftiett ylteW wfcteifc 
hid jiuclmsEti on may not to fetfueed; The feoRfci 
nefeiofc confident folif :my ovefthftw hfc Wfftft 
refobittoji* r and the hw^P af 4ba1fe>w ridteute 

*Irfc> HamtatenVdaligftter is at'tnisitibment' 

thecmbftiHineible grrti fcvter kfiewv '-He/e I'tfft|- ; 

afcanlafe -whfeeher txrnncfr fault With 4ne edtieati&rt 

hebmctther has given her or nor: Mr*. Miiftftxi 

deo'sbfcgeia has* been to be&otr upon hfef ^eiy u 

aocOm^h&racnt vrhtcb cart, adorn the3rfeftafc> 

cbafadtosnMufic and drawing, the Fnsftdj antftf 

Itabanlaitgua^i»yifti«tis mift»efsof ^ hefWNliX^ 

isocKtenfivsf ban tfafte :ciriqu»fltfe^4wr}Jrtl^i« rf 

deK&flte'And yet, IwA&fsJif awhbt Ifcfraltt?^ 

thatniPagtfiwt^tfted abo*t tW* girPsPfiftS; -&&* ; 

lotoitewtbo* rtfinfedJ fer itie Wthmoh, >B(tP\rfyft»\ 

atMfofcdefflfrV dei*Hrttne*ft«>r BFe;<ahd tfa\4n%3 !: 

gmttb>ft%*teh fhteh^*enlk^ea^a j <ruitlV^f;* 

roay»*tf^> hfaf ■ tbtf ***ce <yf infinfftifliftrifftiJ-il 

White he^'ttbthfer 1IV«^- ^v*fi-^^f^ip<^'ilEN^ 

ott*lwb?* jrfbteft her daughter, itorenfofe th& 

peace of hrfnd, which feeling inaybethfy or fancy 

Hnflfedi >/ Bttt ^Miat: a drimge ih h^f fitaatfori 

moftih* J>at4nt^death protftite ! If lheremaintf 

uanfiirrie4 1 feair I {he ; Witf ibelitltle able 'to'ftrugi/ 

gle^witb tb^ harlh dfficultiei of a Angle fiate, 

for 
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for readirig^an* teftttftneiity >ftr from enabKsg 
the female min# to grapple with it* iituatian, 
have ratlin 4 tob&my «o fofem aw* cflfeebk^ 
Should ©e marry, l a«d i am perfaarfcdifts never 
Will, unlefc -fcfc finds a man whani fte riritfta 
worthy of hei-fhdfr ardeat affe#io», ri* tfetfl ftfite 
alfo fee is not lefs expofed to unhappkieil. ; ©fcn 
fuppofing fee feould meet with a huftanj} (and 
there are few fueh) every way worthy of her, it 
is to be feared that her extreme delicacy may 
give her many uneafineffe*, and create an anxiety 
which it will not be eafy to care* If from that 
ignorance of the chara&ers of the men* to which 
every woaian is expofed, fee feould be unlucky 
in her choice, faer.danger is.dreadful. 

But I h*ve wandered fomewhat from my pur- 
pofe, which was to Hluftrate the difference be- 
tween the two ladies in queftion ; aed to few, 
againft the too decifive apothegm of the Poet, 
the poffible idifcriminatton of female character. 
Yet, in tracing thofc different perfons through 
the different plans of education for their children, 
I am not fure if I have not (tumbled upon fome* 
thing intimately as weB as ufcf ally conne&ed 
with my fubjeft. If there are very difHnguifli* 
iag features in female as weH as in male charac* 
ters, it is for mothers to mark their features, to 
watch betimes their different propeni&es. Edu* 
f atfc» can do much to confirm goodaefs, to cor- 

reft 
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se&itcprartty of temper and of difpofition : And 
iacbara&trs more common than either pf thpfc 
cxtrdmcsy education can gw* e#ertk>o &.indo- 
jtanoe* ifeflncment to infallibility, ftsength to the 
Wtfftto, 9ff^ fepppjrt to.th(? too fufceptible mind,— 
«»« fffft ftvth talent? wtp ufefulpcft, a©d be$ow 
feaflpi^fe:tf^avirtue # 

»• iifi" 7rin< *• -.v.. /..,*•. . 

;r;n ; m y< yj» -.ifr^j'' , m,I • . . . i 

vl*j!Xf!3 nt: ^1i. "•' • . • *r, : •. -if, . t" . ■ 

:i»n) rnmt 1a .->■ i ; :• s •■« • f.\ j 

.iDirtv; ^3 f i,v". ;#.!' )- f' • i.' i . * ,- 

^abmnu of) baj.-rli •>*■«'•• .-*? • ; , f,* .» ry.» -, • • • 

•luq ym inov *i iiv/oi . ,i^:" • v/ ." * ;.;• * 
-9d DDn013*fi'ri> ; '] .r/. :; ;[«f rj. ;.. >■ ; - :' ., - 1 
vr.fft o> li-fft, fiOiflvffj ;, y '-./.' • . .-- '• * 

c i3oH jru 1o in-»'jji:;:f-/. ,vi • "_• : .'•• \{, V, v. * 
. tsfjMr.fb Jii.nvjf ^., ,!.».,, . _ ; i, .j;j #1 , 
c'aiioida ?no'h'Xi J;->i 3 j . , ,•» ,: m- •; {: 
-imblrcio «.jji «ot , ftij^j^;.'.. .,, ,,?. is .;j ( 
-3fT.o> fi;c«i> Lvlo.Th/' J ,; >■/*. . ) *: >■ »; , ,♦ 

-SfPS'ln - ir ,n J ~: Ji-." ' . ,. * ,; , .; ,• ,;) 

• * ty' - * J ' '* * < I' » ' * » '- W4 '.lit 4 I ; > . -" 
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*f 53. ^iiitfX^R^^yfg^ 1 

. ' ♦• . iviv: p ^.- inf. 

'" Minima content os ho fit f Brit anno s\ ' '" ^Jfaw 1 " 

• -• ... ■ -5Jii^ r 
TN a late paper, I laid before' my »m$gt§>* 
letter from a correfpondettt, fubferibtagfetaii. 
felf Senexy on the little attention which ie nowa- 
days paid to the rights andjuafifijftkui of Time. 
Since tfi§ publication of that paper, t received 
the .following applicatioa frofii a pejrfonatge, who 
claims any, » Ken tjo» *»df regard* iy, &&ing fee 
to flbfe;pe,.^iut'(h(s » &)1 pMfif t^^cn^a^ 
has;ha^ ipore qpporlfUQ^iesf of witn^gngrt^rt; 
cocpuptbn ; of Jnodexn m^n^rs, , of ,which ^ f fc* 
wa*mly. complains, ■ ,^;:U '--*— 



.*- C'V 1*5 /J 



Tb theAxtTlrOit ofHfre XoungekT r:> 

,- ~ ;:-. • j ; • ••'• • : ■'*.'■ n ' r v -> 

T»i HUMBLE PETITION OF NlG&l*. 

Sheweth, v "-' 

THAT from the remoteft : antiquity v6ur^ 
Petitioner^ was acknowledged' arid un'deYffboa to; 
have right to the undifturbed poffefSon of filence 

and 
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and quiet, and, in company with her relation 
DarknefS) was invefted with the power of flaying 
the works and labours of men^ and of consigning 
them tb the dofoinibn of your Petitioner's ancient 
and approved ally Sleep. Sleep in his turn yield- 
ed thera to the renewed power of Day 7 to whom 
was committed the charge of their a&ive employ- 
meats. That this regular diftribution of Time 
was a^weabk to the, laws of Nature, and highly 
cofi&ieiva to.the intgfefta of Society and the weU 
fare^individualsw. : 

^nit,thi9nfatwithftanding,y0urPwitfener has 
tocoaiplaifc, that, forn confiderable time paft, in 
dtfh^'tttfhpftliifc tfa*ifrn*, there featfebeen 
tiMfWkfokt'SnA fer^fettlnrotids rtiade into that 
j^ii^^M**; ?ft*ti*e dritr of hdhire^aS-been 
a8^^iftfr.*That i^'the metropolis* of tnfe^rr- 
ttfc ^hT^fr^ri particuftif, the^ift^ghiftPrig pri- 
vileges above fet forth, to which th£YefltWn■et , 
conceives herfelfwell intitled, have been violently 
Infringed, infomuch tnat the hours over which 
4he and.her aljpcjatss above xvamed ought to^have 
tad command and control, have been almoft 
entirely appropriated to adtion, buftl^, and dif- 
quiet, to the great difturbance of your &id 'Peti- 
tioner and her friends before mentipned* •:* 

X Dat certain. persons, afluimng to thernfelves 
the {ryl$ and title of JVlen of Pleafure, had long 
fmce^ H^eijQe of aiding, jn fheir feverM occupa- 
" * tions 
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lions in dtfyite of your Petitioners exclufrve pri- 
vileges herein before recited • andbetagronftde- 
rated with the power* of Wift<*i PUy,*tfd*etfcer 
diforderly aflbciaites, had<«ade fcrdbfc^eiAries 
into the territories of yotir Petitioner* ito<f feb- 
jeSed her faithful vaflals to much Vexatibri j arkl 
annoyance* B*t as tfrofe knen of pletffart 1 W»e 
in fomc fort acknowledged- 1*< be indepettfctoSltof 
Reafon aodKatute^frotn whom your/Bwitloner 
•holds in fidv flwwaicrtittam^d itt^feiivdpdbeir 
enormities for the pre fen tj being aflhcpdi^irdm 
very great and refpe&able authority, that Inqft of 
rthofe perfqns would, at afuture»pe*iod, be parti* 
cularly oqnfigned to her povver wWoniifiiorPJ^ 

But of lade your PetWofi^ip ha%»0M^?vWi itifh 
the grtateft akrm, that iper^n^'of bWiWfe,ra^d 
even thofe fir ortf whofe high faftffe^ffiWrt^rfegft- 
Jar proceedings will be ftabfr apt tti fedtaeellSo* 
.example* and; piteedent, haVe tritfde> VeKf^^aY^ 
jantable ehcroachmehft bh berifa^acJai^- 
Jedged and <JetcrBVklife boUpn^rto J I«Wftf'jje*- 
ions, in orders ^oiiae*! Vh* ittjteritts 'SW&Hy 
them to youlr Petitiori^r; baVe ^ddied n tfe [ cfitte 
.of falfehood* and forgery to* their r c*iu^o8«hc$ ; 
and have marked theft pjteeedings, : ais[4P cfcirrled 
on under the fanaiort of Daf, ^itb(^^aiSn 
words, "Die Martis,*—" DieJovS^ttaffl^To 
forth; thodgh' it ifrari undoubted f^iria^n 
be proved by the moft indifputable authority, that 

thefe 
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thefe^§f5^^n^fed wit^theju*ifdj^ion and 
gr^i|^flf 3 jfowf,Pe^k4««er, S^Wfljof the per- 
:fe»§»bHwJ??4, jc}H€fly. J*r*d- principally concerned 
^^b.(^^Cw9icw,.wer« fi^iwlly ojbferved ;o 
bftY^A« (we fert al}owec} the authority of your 
;J?etiti$oer^.bjf fw^mitting to, the control and do- 
*mtyi9n>ftf $\8?fabet well-teM>wn and faiifeful 

.^•oOhftC^your Petitioner^ amidft «H tbofe injuries 

wkioh/Qiefyffered* had yet the emulation of 

• ibitkia® that ibey \yere chiefly confined to the 

city tf LdntJpA and libentks of Weftmkfter ; but 

that hi the country, and (be metropolis of this 

aAeient.;ki0g4c«i> ^foScotlaiwl, beu.jpcopaf arid 

ju# r. igb^%W«r^Bi^«fig^n(HvJ«dge4 »n<Utt«nded 

: to ;,^i^t^h^ii#^i%ti^Ji>ptfe *££ufinefs 

an&aritf^cnKi)^ fipji.ain.de. 

.gfce^^fe^^^forJijer.dornUiipn^ %od jW -Aft 

fe^an^y Wa"4y eaecoash up<M* berboui*- 

♦teifiHs^fi?^ ^efefew .^ar? (he has feeij, 

.«tfhd^»l.fujr^r^ t ^ regrpt» t ia.r^m^rltifele al- 

^r^si^it^is m#te,r^ftn$I ,tWt L in , particular 

^^^r^^fejaed.perfar}^ , . jbs flartifans and 

! fe9ft9?FS s i9f aHnttfewifip^ ia.tbis f ity^neyer begin 

.^the^r, cpyr/e of aftion till that period, arrives* 

.yhfcb^^ythe original charter, of .your Petitioner, 

^w^granjed to ^er. arid her, fellow, proprietors 

^herg'uj. befpre^articu^rly enumerate^ ^ . 

**JiJ^ino;:...a 3.,i;:^.; .... ;:•:■:.» -v: .;: . '<> .That 
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That your Petitioner is not hardy enough to- 
imaging that -We c*ft pfcftfr <& V^tf JgfcBPM 
relinquifh the encroachments herein coh4j$?n4e?<$ 
of. She* is *ilKtfg,~- thttta* ?8* ifHe r fa&f or 
peace, to *hich flie has always tad il&Mrfg p*cV-i 
penfity, to give tip fifcBVjttftlbiF d>«t*&fltfeW 
and domain; %S*6 accbmh^ooTil!^n^?nlfecW 
avocatfotfs and WplbymeVft^^ 
be afte^«^^te«afn1?rn^^^oeXft^€^fcr- 
ward *feferVe# wlMotfPWW^fiflfiK^ ^h» c ¥fte 
fubmitittyW, tfn b^hatfo^fieffSf «tta%c¥!ifafr 
D^jr, II* tfa«e&'v*rftetf^^ 
jecl. They contain a new Table of Tfrtftg'tbTJfe 
obferved b^the- pbVtS *nd fSffiBMftfi ^Mfles 
cnlyytftfttfing m tte'gfkni^fc^inn^t^nWy; 
and th^fci#er0^t«'c*IAa1^fctttii^ndk>fad^t 
and accdftbmetf rtfckolwngT ^ ^ 1: ^c1v..a <v 
It is proofed then," * v '* ^ 1 ^ y . :t ^ 

V?; That the year 'in^dl nlifir^PflfkflVbrn- 
menci-'frdte'tte ^8tR |c!a/c*^bW f Wd%S!l 
end andfeterniine'the iSth'^F ^A^fl?^fle*lef. 
fcr divffions of timei ''-dalfed^montK^^weeksr, 
to be nowife affi&ed orai»Sfte 
abridged computation of the year»St 7 tenbn Ex- 
cept that, among the hrgfit^f rank's irH «frde?§%f 
the peopfe,Tor whom thrs newrofjtjrotftjo'ft ifftr- 
tehded, the /pace comnioVily'^rioWn : OT^^itIe 
of Hcn^Mion;m\ & (hoi teneS & pf^tiiint 
tor the comparative durations of >KS'& ! ^-ednT- 

puted 
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pste^y^^aqd pf that Jprmerly eftaMiflied and 

.^j'Tivat the day-fcall begiaat the* hour of 
t3K9]i$ : £$Pt, js now called the Afternoon^ and 
e^#tfix jn^what is vulgarly called the horning ; 
ifefa^ciz between the latter hour -and the former 
tft^B?!!^.^^ ^ *9 y° ur Petitioned, 
-idS A rP^X^g^^ ^ ^ l ,<Kar ^M/riofier the 
§^fi^afld i^ya^o^ r appewlagcs* j^r Petitioner, 
o^Jpe^^j^guarantecs lo^her fifter Day the 
M^oq^^i^i.aJJ it^ praperties-and appurtenances 

331**4, P<a#agm$?, |totn©t^hfon4togthe cef- 
i^^taitje^iftit^i^ ar- 

^Fjfifcaio«6.*fi c jteW« *ty WrtHWfrtaei! statonefty 
to all thofe little irrej^d<aj5&e& vhichwwe for- 
merly covered by her fiia^ and wjiich ftre may 

^jv 9 ^nd^^jppRe%, & afeoye, , J>e^g arfhai^ed of 
M*H>#^M W:JV *^Sw look^n them 

-xif^o^ ri 6&i^ e *Wod rpf tbi^ wwlir-^jttled 
^?sb^i<& &$9° flW* tQ»*ll9iw,any i^rrup- 
J^i^^.'cpu^.jQur Petitionees aUy,Reft 
ffiYfi ffl^fcfi W&9& <^W< tQ eKe.rjr ! fe i venthiay : 
fifaft$fo fff^MW theref^re^ewy^ion- 
aj)j(i ? c^|jjf ( aj^ bufiwfs, or x #verfioii,.may be 
fiWJed on as ufual $ any fuch ancient claim, law,. 
' .- or 
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or commaridttrenk, itrmy Wife r hot«rftf^^d&^ : 
Provifo, Tb«fiiehi6tlmceffi6h ftilif ^W$%^ 
JvDf»4etpktg to^teifck^ •tfcat«fi^. 3l -8 ri " ) " ,tGO 

.v^.. ' , . ; • 1 ; . r/u t)>aCf b£fl OlK 

. Your PetMoner. huai%r^«ft*>qRnU: J** , 

, ^J^fc*;thffic«t^^ 

1 . * • • ; ftaffl* r ;. . c t : ;. < >q « n „..? -Hi ^iflv brtfi fc> "'<". 

-it , -■>/: A ... .'■'••/ 'id t..u ^;!\ ^^Inf 43iJfJ2jrp * 

^irtfifcl miU •. . j n. -ji^-uvj* ll& *i tlurn j^fto woim 

i:,*rj r,- .17 «. Jul t*ir>i jiij &a£ ^gfimi:^ ilsibvct 

v$\ l IjC y> *i\ a J 1 j 1 u :.»iB y r* w 3 u fl — ' wsfc ucw 

-. :•;; :i» - »•.'.- Jfifl^5(if?^nT3lfiifit fluf 4i .« 

> .- !,«j- » . . *> " - -— .*o(i toiivjbb soao i icr/ 

- . r-. \v i .:<; : " Vw.i&Y/ •wort rftL I nj>rj 

THOUGH I hate writing, ftt I *W fe'V&y r 
unhappjrv thadl am a*kfttfefcj*fe* t& a^l^f# jidu? > 7 
Indeed 1 have no dthtfrtm^art&of i^}^] ft>rteU^ v 
ing my difcreflfc* id any bodyttat kMMf *# t ,r 
wo»W 4>e> w^rfe *a»i death JtfeJf. I'tftfft'li^ 
you fidt m^Mftory, or you fe*1lfatt|fo%aftf$F' 
my misfortunes. I was el<Jeft ^aug^t«r to^ i^g^I 
tlcman of 700/; a yeai$ Who had lour fon&zM 

two 
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l ^Aw¥^h^ :M* fiiV ^ Jf were remark- 
^JMiffl*Htf *A» *P^* W«f i*«e years at 
a taanfing-fcte^jr^J^ 
who had. once been in France, and who under- 
ft^lbHbi|gfi»bp6> pet feSftp We had an ex- 
caiknt ^Rawtog^filtfttr,/ ttiid Svere rtttife 'years at 
tferttaafi^Kcfa^* ^H^^^od? <if tafte 
though^ tbb gmutageft waV fo^tertdft^tt *d her 
fiterVJyV^g<***ew«?isr* *itty thtok licWltttky' 
fl^w*ai™i*a<rieihto:racl^ for-' 

tuwrfiiid^i^mii^gfta he is 

old and very ill-tempered, and file crie* ferne- 
tioip,rts0 *iftes fhe had never feen him ; but I 
know that rnuft he all sffe&*tion ; for fbe ha*the 
Jovelieft carriage, and the fmarteft liveries ever 
you faw i~Bu t why ibould I think of her ? for 
it is juft thinking oi BeTSaTvcxes me often ;-w 
yet I once defpifed her.-— Well, Mr. Lounger, 
I was oa<ieih»ppy/rnyftM, afrta&fetsdi happier 
than I am now. We lived in town always, ex^ 
cept a month or two in the Cummer, and even then 
1 4*4 PS! ft* fo-much as you waul d ftppofe ; for 
ircuyjl^f^t^wr neighbours* and roy frjxrther* 
brppghtppttfttir companions, and we&ad dances 
am^ftaftj^grpf pleafure. But whe* tomtet came, 
how.^hfswng it was !***^To bo. fare one hatf 
vejca^Q^cflpwand thep, ; . To fee other people* 
better d^e^d,^ or have belter partners,, or tnortf 
tmjk matrons is horrible j but then> if one takes 1 

pains, 



d by Google 



t6S THE LOUNGER. N« 5 > 

pains, and goes every where, they may foon be 
faflhionable. Well, I went about constantly, and 
flirted, and danced, and played, and fung, and 
every mortal faid I was fo bandfome, and fo lively, 
and fo accomplifhed, and fomuch the thing— » 
Oh ! why do people ever grow older ?— Then, 
as for lovers, 1 had I don'* know how many. All 
the fmart men ufed. to dance with me by turns, 
invite iqe to private balls, and tell me how. much 
they adored me j and though they did not juft 
afk me to marry them, yet I thought that ques- 
tion muft follow ; thajt there was ho hurry, I 
might divert myfelf, and perhaps.. get a better 
huflband than any I had.feen yet. It is but fair 
to fay I was not the leaft romantic. My mother 
warned me againft that, and I had fenfe enough 
to be convinced, that, if I got a fefbionable man 
and a mail, of fortune, every thing eUe was non- 
ftnfe. I made but one refobtion $ finoe my lif- 
ter had married a baronet, 1 would have nothing 
lower, and perhaps infift upon a peer— Good 
heavens ! to think I have got nobody !— No*, 
Mr. Lounger, read what follows, and pity me ; 
For feme years I was the mod contented foul 
alive j but alas! misfortunes at laft began to come 
upon me. Silly baby-faced girls turned fafliion- 
able, and were taken notice of before me. Many 
of my companions were married, and could talk 
ci their houfe, and their fervants, uAibtir car* 
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riage:— thtr fine men turned ill-bred fools. In 
(hort, I greifr every day lefs comfortable, when, 
to add to all, my fether died and left me juft 
1000/. Then began mtfery indeed. My el- 
deft brother married,— the reft were difperfed ; 
my mother and I w*fe forced to live alone : we , 
have no carriage, no country houfe, no large par* 
ties.;*— —was ever any creature fo unfortunate ! 
I find myfelf more unhappy every day. Aflem- 
biies ace.deteftable ; I may fit there two hour* 
before any mortal alks me to dance ; and then 
fome brute of a- married man fays, if I can do no 
better, he'll be happy to have the honour. The 
pi ay houfe is a degree more tolerable, though the 
horror of thinking who will hand one out, pre- 
vents one from being diverted. In company, I 
fee every body more attended to than myfelf. At 
home* I am miferaMe. What can 1 do ? People 
talk of friends 5 one may get plenty of them :— ■* 
but unlefs they are fafhionable, what the better 
are you i - Befides, if one has no lovers to talk 
about, except to repeat fcandal, and that one can 
always get, I don't fee the ufe of them ; for my 
part, I have tried a great marfy, but though we 
were always monftroufly fond at firft, we very 
foon tired of one another. 

Now, Sir, if you have the leaft companion, tell 
me what to do:— *Is there any fcheme pn earth 
fey which I might be married ? To fay the truth, 
I plot for every man I fee, but my plots never 

Vol. IL I fuccecd. 
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fucceed. If you could affift me, I would be the 
moft grateful creature on earth. No matter who 
he,^ jif^ i^^tg^t^^.^^ntly jichvi If 
I were married, I might foon make myfelf tonijh^ 
which is all I wifli in the world. Never talk to 
tte*f fpvjngaijtahe* *go/or being fo^w^^ffettUAg 
itoy mind, and arnofing myfelf with wrocfcifigrand 
reading, -ttell jw.they don't ?aotpfe< :in& I 
have worked purfes, and painted trimmings for 
hour*, 'without bring' therJeaftidoftirteiit Aifills 
for reading, «rhat^ci»lriread<JiiBBftkfy^jkiftw 
perfctftly ; fbn.we J**d ^mElwiiDqidtBcth^ggraf- 
nefs evby&y'V 1 **"* a5YfoDiD0Bcl%:t^o%)ni-^t 
afl tlri* #eW <»«*? and chety.tar* thsiottlyrtefcirl 
like; ' ysvafwt aH, they aira p* owktigrifttftof 
reading r>tfcey always t^lk- of youtfr^rnd bdtoty 
and kivers "f and , the l 'men,nmkikmif6}&gti6*t 
from*What ttoy Aorfdbev or what ttefe toots 
reprefenf them, I cannot bear it&rf* Now &>f Sir, 
take "pity ori ttte apd help me j Jbue |*«ay%&i*rfey 
the advice, Co that nobody butifcyfelF dan ptfht 
by it: fbplfAe multitude fa the frffidfifauion 
were all provided fory the world wquld rgiowta- 
tolerably good-iratarcd, aiid I w»QiHd. hftveitfhne 
to exult ovfeiv ^ At pffefenv*! <»y bitterly when* 
ever I hear of a goodlrriartiage r it;w6uW be di- 
vine to think that twd hundred were doing fo at 
mine. Fatewri,- my dear Sif^ forgive this 

trouble, and believe me your fincerc friend, and 
I hope foon, grateful fervant, 

' JESSAMINA. 
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\y.vn 1 - * ; rn ?>' .^/n . •' . ; . \ .1 r 

Iknetdf^tvpQSiobAracmemthidit gtmrale qui 

iiflwipitotaiavidj&tnffidtpravittc* y&$ Fabime 
dxvormpkni < l> TasuAU.Ue Paris. 

■I ^«aimf^^J '>'»;.•. r 'i !• ** - : ••' • •.. •/ ■ 
*Tp(3l thtehrftobiin and tlm- antiquary vit is mat* 

4i^ t*r /of flcbrioOs inkreftigation jtantace the 
progBe&ioficxpence and horary-through the dif- 
^rtntgftogesAfjoacreafii^ weal t^vaAd advancing 
rofiA0ti?htJa<0 *«ii?tflft land tox>bfor v,e ; the war 
wl^tjfo^iba^tarae.rs^ctir^ on be^een the 
refo*tomg^o«rcr8X)£j$ni*efa*id wttiows legifla- 
tois^aiicbth^diftpatediiiclaalaribiM of^a rich and 
lu^^K)^jpwplerolndthLsoifbnteft indeed, the 
if^q^i*^theipactidS(iaieafiI^4irc^rnibJe, and 
tht!<frfF^S*< ofidtbaJfrinftfulali^ Kfkttly v ijorefeen. 
Tb* ficft flatyfciwjf U!vrrthatjls;p*ffe4istbe fig- 
ndf^frtlsit^roitifiiigdpiifetiQQ whitfi is foon to 
evorturn it5 v «nd the wbakiantanfrof fpeceffive 
reftraims and V^dlfctiwbaTe in vaia pppofed to a 
forcer, ^Hftehith^pfogrefc^ ctfae and of manners 
daiiy tenders; more inrefiftible* Luxury, like a 
river^is harrnldfs amidft the barren mountains 
where it firft begins to rife; but in the fruitful 
vallies of its after-courfe, its fixe is enlarged, and 

I 2 US 
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its power encreafed, in proportion tp the mifchlef . 

it may caufe ; and the mounds, which wer^e op- 

pofed to its encroachments, only ferve to mark 

the defolation it has made. 

Great cities are the natural ftages for 1-^ry 
and diflipation of every fort. Agftiojt. great 
cities, therefore, the lawgiver fprnetimes, a$,\ysll 
-as the mqr^ift,. has exerted his authority, v ^nd 
endeavoured tp hinder people from, prowdijig^tQ? 
gether* tp wafte their means, ^nd to corrupt tfrtyf 
j>rincip]es, in that circle of e?ctraya^an^e, qf va^ 
#jty, and of yice, tq which a poytfa give? |c9Jg 
ant}, encouragement* In Scotland^ ty c a. .^fg 
*ar}y period, attempts were, ma^e tocofl^l,^ 
a^ff a< a^L it was thought, by l/jiji\. t Ms%S]fll 
fjuee .centuries, *go, it was " ftatiitg mfafifa 
dained, TThat th$ Lords fliould (Jwell jfyjjjfleij 
pa^le^aftd manors, and expend the fruit of their 
law^ in the cp^ntrie yvhere their l^Ad$ jav/'— 
And King James I, of England* \jrhep, tac£ 
planted into the richer foil of our fifter kmgdom, 
lj%d iiQjt forgotten the wholefome reftrifiipns of 
bis anceflpis. In his fpe^ch in %b$ S^r-c^^ Tt 
ber, anna 1616, he inveighs againd the over* 
grown fize of London, ff which he declares \pas 
become a.nuifance to tfee .w|\oJ.e kipjjdp/n. Aft"er 
enumerating many pernicious confequences, of 
which this was the caufe, and afcribing the evil 
in terms rather ungallant as well as coarfe, to the 
8 influence 
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influence of the Ladies *, he goes fo far as to fay y 
that he would have the new buildings pulled 
down, and the builders committed to prifon. 

In thefe days of liberty and enlarged ideasj the- 
reftraints of law, or the recommendations of. roy- 
alty,, are not employed to check abufes of that 
fort which do not violate the great bonds of fo* 
ciely, or openly difturb the good order and go-r 
vernment of the ftate. The law is contented tc* 
punifh public crimes ; private vices and private 
follies it leaves to the cognizance and the cenfure* 
•(the preacher and the moralift, or to the lighter 
eorre&ion of the fatirift or the comedian* Thefe 
reformers are.of that milder clafs who are fetisfied* 
if they can circumfcribe, though they do not ex-- 
titpate the mifchief. Indeed it is to be doubted 
if they defire to extirpate it ; or whether they .do. 
not, like good fportfmen with foxes, only wifh to. 
run down part of the gaose, and leave a breed, 
for their own amufement, behind* 

* << One of the greateft caufes of all gentlemen's defire, that 
kave no calling or errand to dwell in London, it apparently the. 
pride of the women j for if they bee wives, then their hufbands a 
and if they beemaydes, then their faiheri, muft bring them up 
to London, becaufe the new fa (h ion is to be had no where but in 
London : and here, If they bee unmarried, they marr theirmar- 
riages } and if they bee married, they lofe their reputations, and 
rob their huftands purfes." 

Works o/K. James in folio, f. 567, 568. 

1 3 of 
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Of thcfc hunters of folly and of diffipation, 
great cities hajre not faijpd tp attraJl the notice, 
and awaken the cenfurp. Mo^'pflrp^nS ton* 
im % have found Juvenal^ Boileapsp^S^phhfons, 
to attack them. But 90 Jhis fuy.e# in general, 
I know nobody wholes hit jo^aj.^ettiy^d^ for 
expofingthem than thea^thpJtpf 2^n?|f% 
who, in,fome.paOage ^A^JSf^^^^S: 
performance, makes one.^^}8,j^g()^^ 3 pfoK- 
pofe, that judges {hauld .jjf &^§h%0 
avenues of every metropolis^ vfiffFpfflh P e $? n ? 
when b© arrives from tb^nC^ttifiy-y^cpio^^Ji^ 
obMg^t >P* give *n ^^9 U ^ kl^f^^hW^^ 
brings*!*! totcprn, Unfqrtu^a^teri&S^rf 
ftart^l* without .pprfiung the ^^f^Cj fef 
imagination is left to fuppofc tfyj g^l%\£ffi& 
ef ibe-enguiry, without being Jed iR^e^J $fP* 
Jar *aramifiation of individuals. ,.,,, n * 

J: was ifenlipn^ng.th^the P^^.?^)^ !^^^ 
thef.toungeri^^ine^ !Mrtx^, fe-Sffif 
time/emaiJ^i| : a*the JKuqnpurift^f This circle m 
the coffee-boufe where we occafionally meet. THe 
catched the idea immediately ; and having fmiled 
feme moments to himfelfaS if inwardly enjoying 
it, " What a pfecibtis* catalogue of fools," faicf 
he, " -mrghticwie taw ha&*ven here, if fuch an 
exaniination had taken place of thofe who refort 
to Edinburgh for the winter ! But for this fea- 
ion I can in fome degree fupply the omiflion : 

You 
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-.„.'gM>i\u 

hood'; atid theft fafcats, wfio a.r> '& jftfcty"ft Hie 
deyit eirtwtaJiTttie «fo*r and'thett wittf"^ at-i 
cmmiotMrtiihy as'ttifey' taft ft, not OYily^af tHeir 
o*n tf&ifts, but ifr'thole arcWnd rtHftiVy 1 Wrtey 
Kavelitt a' hawk^ fcfc fet- a 't^draife u ar ! a :, t lit J 
veliine'C6a2hVandttarlc ; thttfil»hb^ip4(^'ij«ll 
a£^K*whVHSp<af their'tfobts."? hav& r aeftfcmy 
&feird<*Wii,' 1 iSHite Ifjetftorantta* «Mbefr<kiieWi- 
£e"n& j< bdt IflaV* m^tSe 1 ^ckttl&dik 4B«^a* 
preritoti'Pnif ttWft-nfihd,'8h* FWlMhtfW it?}** 
tir-^rfi^; ,fc ^l1lid c hbt l fttH3fo'rt^iJteWd'ftdiM* 
*^^taepi©iftff«w^ia , rtex«'«iy a4/a<di«i&ini«i 

wN$Wg$ttl& ?WMtold*»fdtefe <fctfifi»*/*g*rtt 

ers, along with tlfi!'itetyHi^tte«ffl«ftffii 

l^&&«avVle^ a^UWTOWPdiMfiAorf 
3cnol lot %yfid kmo/ltf* iia.m^i^tw W ^I ^,4* 



8-1- w - /JtaTT^T^i^ CJ e^rriorr, 3 m)l 

ns te&faePlBa. ;i A'*oWh *k4 «ightr , irifidtt, be* 

*lfife? t^^s^ahd^ttkfr ^dvernor in theDillp* 

m &i$%^mt. for' the education of their chiU 

:j < X 4» dren ^ 
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dren;— a large family; could not afford to keep 
them in the country j therefore taken a houfe in 
town at fixteen guineas a month, next door to 
Lady Rumpus, — The two eldeft Mifles went 
ftraight to the milliner's over the way. — Mamma 
called for the Aflembly fubfcription-book.— — ' 
Lady Rumpus had been fo obliging as to fet down 
her name j (he added Mifs Eliza's and Mifa So- 
phia's :— « They muft not," flie faid, " be 
foundered in their education."— The two young 1 
Ladies returned from Mrs. Robertfortt with new 
Bats on their heads, new Bofms, and new Bt- 
iinds in a band-box.— »( Note. Verification of the 
cant vulgarifm about a band-box. )— Mifs Sophia? 
tore her hat in getting in at the parlour door. " 
January %. Another family with three tall 
young Ladies, — come to town for hufbands,— - i 
'fquired by a gentleman in a hunting uniform on 
a handfome bay gelding. The houfekeeper, who 
came fome time after, mounted on a pad behind 
one of the footmen, faid the gentleman on the 
Ipay gelding was an admirer of the eldeft of the 
three young ladies ; that they hoped it would 
have been a match before now, but people were 
fo fhy in the country; they would be better ac- 
quainted in town. The young gentleman's valet 
befpoke a room for his matter next door to his 
fweetheart's. 

In 
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In the afternoon^ two Ladies in mourning, ii». 
an old-fafhioned chariot, drove by a fat coach- 
man in jack-boots, and attended by a plough-boy 
on a rat-tailed coach-horfe. Humphrey called 
for a tankard of porter, and told all about the 
Ladies, in the kitchen. The young one, an heir- 
efs, who has lately buried her brother, and taken 
pofTeffion of his eftate, and is come to town to 
learn how to make a figure. The elder,' a 
widow, a relation, who has been with her young 
kinfwomaneverfince her brother's death ; a wife : 
lady, who is to teach her young friend fafhion 
and fentiment. Their carriage was flopped on 
the ftreet by a drove of cattle, and one of them 
gored the rat- tailed horfe behind. The widow 
fcolded, and afked if they knew whofe chariot 
it was they incommoded. 

(Note. A parallel between the widow and the 
grafter \ but he came to town to fell his own 
cattle.) 

January 3. Two young gentlemen and a 
pointer in a chaife and four, fplafhed to the eyes. 
The youngeft called by his companion Sir John. 
Sir John pulled out his watch at the door— — 
" Run it in an hour and feventeen minutes, 
damme,"— Gave the poft-boys a crown. His 
companion ordered their beds, and every thing 
ia the houfe for fupper. Sent the boot-ketch to 
I s Hart's 
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Hart's for a pair of Spanifh boots ; to Bruce's 
for patent fpvrs, a bludgeon flick, a pair df 
buckles, and a tobacco-box. Called for a' pottle 
of gin. a caraff of water, and a pack or cards, to 
take a band at brag till fupper-time. 

{Note. The yeung felkw iajftyfajs ffjftfftnt a 
Natural 5 Ai> comptfiitHjqill (fwJtfPxfcft a 
Maker.) % , - * - . , . ♦ , ,,' , 

&«w* Ay. An elderly graverlooking gentle- 
man, with a grey-haired feryant inaplufc-coat, 
and velvet-cap, rjding after him, with a large 
portmanteau and a wax-cloth bag. An jpscife- 
officer,,wbo t> wa£ paffip^ t?fy?ed of,examinmg his 
baggage,* Jpbn^og^uecJ jthij porti^anjeaj| and 
bag, and,%^efl tyg& p^t yras ^I'thm^Wot^ing 
but p^c^pi 
about tiyoj 
fix winter \ 
bour Dr. 1 
on a dun pc 
country law 
to him in h 
any thing>c 

fairs. , ., . .. . , ,„... Lri 
, January 5. , A jolly, rra-(ac<^tai&tft-agetf 
Gentleman, with his fervant in the chaife along 
with him, and a little medicine-cheft, as he called 
it, with fquare bottles, and labels upon them 

written 
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Written in Dutch. Came to town to confute 

about his -gout;- but his' ipari told* the! 'tVambfcr- 

% l^ai^, he. 'always Tefr the cotintty- vMfetfa cMb 

^>roicc'uji in a liftle townrieaY hirV'of tffrtfcW'He 

was the oldeft member. ' JoHti *Mfrsfie f 1#\Qxzd 

the winter were fairly* over, arid i\i#f weriPgot 

fafe out of Edinburgh agaiti ; becfiofe*'it was hard 

v livifig "tn this town of om%, " In the1COurffi•y, ,, 

faid John, " we get drunk bat oncfe a^dta^and 

are generajly in bed by eleven." 

January 6. In tl retuVn chaife from the weft* 
Richardlil. and' Hamlet 1 Prince of Denriia'rfei— 
£et,dovyn the Queen at the Taf>-f 00m . OfylMia 
and her three children fo> Softie by the caFatfafi. 
Mem. tothe waiter^whoTSari bid atquaiiftSfoce 
of RicnarcPs, to (end to *the waggon for T £K&{&r- 
eels V My legs ancl tack' to my bfrft lddglH^ : 
FalftaJ^%bt\\fl^ni Bdrdolpbfe hok y to Halfkn's* 

maid-fervants," and 'an old bbtfei*, in a'chalfifbe- 
h^rici, the gentleman arid his fon on horfeback; 




_ jfband 

Hereme Journal' flopped 'fiioft r fbFtValgen* 

4 , iJegiaiji's sood aflions' a^e not eafily traced 5 but 

.^Qjf%^PB^^^% ft ^ fofNo.^rjst'he houfe 

:-.«i.9J^5flX e ?£ e J'. ent fnerid r Berievolus. From the 

, *.courjtrj, where he has encouraged induftry, and 

16 diffufed 
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diffufed happinefs all around him, he comes at? 
this feafon, like the fun, to cheer and gladden 
the inhabitants of another hemifphere. He cpmes 
to town to find a new fcene for his own virtues, 
and to (hew his children that world which is to 
profit by theirs. The fociety which he enjoys* 
and into which he introduces his family, is chiefly 
of that fort which is formed to inftru& and to 
improve them. If fometimes of a gayer or more 
thoughtlefs kind, it is however always untainted 
With vice and undebafed by folly; for there are 
no fecial moments, however much unbent or un- 
reftrained, on which a wife and good man does 
not ftamp (bmewhat of the purity and dignity of 
his own nature. At Benevolus^s table, I have ken 
the fame guefts behave with the moft perfeft 
propriety and good manners, who but a few doors 
from htm held a converfation and deportment 
equally repugnant to both. Nor does his benig- 
nity fctAi out left encouragement to the worthy, 
thai* bis good fatfe and virtue impofe reverence 
on the unthinking. At his table, uhafluming 
merit fits always at her eafe, and confeious ob- 
ligation feels perfed independence. Nobody ever 
cites his power or his rank, but to illuftrate the 
noblenefs of his mind ; nor fpeaks of his wealth, 
but as the inftrument of his benevolence. 
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N°55. Saturday, February 18, 1786. 
To the Author of the Lounger. 



•* nUT indeed I have generally remarked, 
that people did fo only becaufe they 
could not do better." So fays Colonel Cauftic 
of the manners of certain individuals in his own 
days, who fometimes, as well as we, tranfgrefled 
the bounds of ftrift decorum, and tried to make 
rudenefs pafs for raillery, or indecency for wit, 
I admit the fairnefs of his judgment in the cafes 
there' fpokeii of j and I heartily wifh they were 
the only inftances where we indulge our foibles 
under falfe pretences, and abfurdly attempt to 
make a merit of our defeGs. But I am afraid- 
there are few kinds of imposition which we are 
more given to pradife on the world, and even on 
ourfelves ; and that too in particulars far more 
important than thofe fo offenfive to the Colonel, 
though in this I (hpuld regret to be underftood as 
meaning that the latter are of little moment. 

I find, Sir, I am perfonally too much interefted 

in this fubjedt to fpeak long of it in general 

terms. At the fame time I have no intention, 

• . like 



d by Google 



I8f2 THE LOUNGER. N° S j; 

like fome of your correfponderits, to give you a 
hiftory of myfelf. Suffice it to know, t that tho' 
by birth a gentlewoman, and educated to pro- 
JpeAs which. I well. remember were the env^pf 
my young companions, I was long agq /educed 
by the misfortunes of rrj^ family, to accent and 
even to be thankful for. a very h'umblelftatipri^ 
and have lived thefe rrjany years as tfie attendant 
of a lady> who is indee^ of tt^e fa^a bloc^ wa&» 
myfelf, hut whom 1J i)«wmu| needs ca,Jf qay |u- 
perior. It is .witb- feer^ a^s a, ftr^:ip§ c ex^^)ple jrf 
the felf-deceptUxa ir^eatjuopcd! , t tr^i5 v I ^n^pa^L^ta 
bring yw and yfiyx ^ders^cqu^im^ ^hesj*,. 

no doubt, *.Hk&*.fq^tmh & jP9tt M$ ##* 
fympathy in wMrpftiUn^fK^ 

Not ,that J wuJ4 "i«B^(fipt,fl}ju yf/gpwfiW* 
without her (hare of merits neither L far ?ood 
qualities (he ce 
the whole frui 
was hocn--'W^ 
phrafe for i*,-^ 
matter— '•with.; 
per means, err 
this vivacity q 
certain degree, 
flie was a <jhil$ 
to chaftife hpr, 
(he had any) 

reaching the age wtoa her be^vipur to them- 

felve* 
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fclves might poffibly have taught them the pro- 
priety of fbowing lefs indulgence. She had be- 
fides the misfortune, for fuch I muft account it, 
of being reckoned, when (he grew up, among 
the fineft women of her time ; a circumftance 
which did not much contribute to- reftrain the 
Tallies of caprice, nor to engage her in the pro- 
fitable but ungrateful labour of difcovering her 
defedls. A'dcTlo this, file was introduced to the 
world while 'as yet a mere girl, and precifely at, 
that aefa of fafhiOn, When, owing I believe to 
certaift A n6vhH their recently pubKftiefl, and- in 
the vety htyWbf u th'eitpopdhTity, lh6%kof 
convfeffStiitf rr toa* wKbtf'fintimentels *A* the 
woh^H n uttiV8rtaT!)pvi6a ' one^with anbthefni(,in 
whJA'tH^ v(rere ? in^?taiH^T<Miie Vf thfe fan) 
in making proof of : the f ftrfength« i ahdtfce4elickcy 

^tils ISfeSietop Was of the \tery fram^WTcfcn- 
&tu\ion% t>e baughttolth fte prevattWgnVafady. 
^ond^admtratioii &T*c*fci atiddeligfltSfi with 
tlid &herou* ''fy&i&ik&V raffed 1 merc^pecfcfetive 
tenffiffityyof whfch'ftrh^ ehobgh, to dft very 
toi> o^e tiff '^ ffiffifiguiflied 

KeVteffainong its detfaFel votaries. The Gofpels 
of Sentiment '(tffSTttkftTltl l tnV books in 
quefttdri') '\fcr6 ntfafrolft of Hei* hanck 5 ; (he had 
their fe*ts r ahd l $h&feo!<Agy at all tftnes in her 
mouth; and thus, by perpetual indulgence in one 
i melting 



d by Google 



184 THE LOUNGER, N # sj. 

melting ftrain, having in time perfuaded herfelf 
that flie was in truth one of the tendered and 
moft refined of human beings, fhe gave herfelf 
up atlaft entirely to thedire&ion of her feelings, 
as inftin&ive guides, far furer and more infalli- 
ble than obfervation or reflexion. 

Had her delufion ftopped'here, it would have 
been comparatively innocent, and more properly 
the fubje& of ridicule than of ferious complaint. 
But, alas, Sir ! what was a moft unlucky over- 
fight in learning to think thus favourably of her 
own heart, and to entertain this fo profound refpedt 
for her emotions, (he omitted to take the necef- 
fary pains for diftinguifhing the different kinds 
of emotion one from another, nor feparated with 
perfeft juftice the amiable from the difagreeable ; 
but, inadvertently, among the multitude of thofe 
that had the fufferings of her neighbour for 
their object, contrafled a leaning alfo toward 
fome few others, hidden under the former, 1 
fuppofe, which tended purely to her own gra- 
tification. 

The truth is, that Mifs Nettletop, perhaps 
without being confcious of it, had not been the 
lefs ready to inlift among the profelytes of Senti- 
ment, that (he found, or thought fhe found, in 
their creed, the appearance of an apology for cer- 
tain vivacities, which, as already hinted, it would 
have coft her fome trouble to get the better of $ 

and 
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and even faw a fpecious pretence, in various in- 
fhnces, for holding them out as fo many perfec- 
tions. No wonder flie turned fond of a fyftera 
in which (he learned, that the quicknefs of her 
temper was not a vice, as fome would have her to 
believe, but at worft a pardonable, or rather ami- 
able wcaknefs, naturally attendant (as fome mote 
of weaknefs will ever attend all human excel- 
lence) on a heart fo much more alive than that 
of other people ; and which often diJguifcd her 
anger, or her fpite, under die more pleafing form 
of exceffive delicacy ; a delicacy more unfortu- 
nate for herfdf than for others, fince it rendered 
this or t'other fmall foible in her acquaintance 
infufleraWe, and diftrefled her witbcircumftances 
of minute offence, beyond the conception of vul- 
gar and ordinary fouls. 

It was thus, Sir, that her eyes were early ftuf 
upon a. part of her compofition, which it much 
behoved: her to guard againft, and which is now 
the caufe why, with feveral good qualities, and in 
fpite of many good actions, (he is the plague of 
all who live with her, and has hardly one real 
friend in the world. So long indeed as (he was 
young and beautiful, and the world profpered 
with her, thefe were circumftances to keep her 
in good humour with herfelf, and to hinder the 
little feverifh fits which (he was fubje& to from 
changing into a fettled habit. But Mifs Nettle- 
top 
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top has met with crofles in life, as who is there 
that pafles through life without them ? She was 
marriedjto a Mr, Tempeft, a tqzn of. largg for- 
tune, bu\ difiolute manners. They lived tyft yn-? 
comfortably together, if the world jflayt^ re- 
lieved j and he has now for fame time rety&l&fflfc 
from her, and abroad* §he .never had % chUd } ; 
and fhe was/ome ywfS ago afflidted witt^g/evfre 
and tedious illnffs, which ; neither her heal ^l^nor 
her looks are ever likely tp recover. She is^qw* 
at any rate, of that time 
admiration becomes rath< 
nion to osje's.fclf^ fmcLjrj 
thefe cif cumfibn^e^ it is 
xitable ^bitof 0}i^d,ipu{ 
fatal it muftproY^ b^th.j 
that of all within her wall 
fpent in bemoaning her 1 
literally her bufinefs and 
ruminates all day her drea 
any thing that would ix 
than an attempt to dcp 
Hence, Sir, fhe is quite 
choly, as fhe calls it ; or 
their right names) with 
For her affliction, whatei 
no means of Viola's kin 
fumes in (ilence ; on the < 
nal cafl: of temper, her me 

as 
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as much on thofe who are about her as on her- 
(elf. She feems indeed convinced, that her un- 
paralleled diftrefles (hould render her the object 
of univerfal intereft (an expectation in which (he 
is by no means always gratified), and that be- 
tween thefe and htrjirengtb of feeling, which ren- 
ders every thing a torture to her that is not plea- 
fant, fhe has gained an unqueftionable right to 
have her own way in all things and in all com* 
panies. Therefult of which is, that fore to the 
annoyance of all her dependents, and I am afraid 
not much to her own comfort, every whim and 
humdtii\andi?very fuggeftion of paffion* are im- 
plicltf^fctftitfi tinder the name of Senfibility. 

TO? Vffl Wff$ tfrVd* iftand that it Is among het 
dom^ft^|t^T<ifW^e^ of temper is tfcfifft fe- 
verefy'f#f : : 1 am forry to add, I am myfelf the 
perfon that chiefly does penance tinder it. 'For 
though 1 ! 'fit at tat>le With the miftreife of y <ht 
houfe^ian^ i^nbt cilierf fey^m/Chriftiah tiame 
KkeWStK^ indeed : r^eive Rke 

them^?^ 

trutbl'np other thafi a &ifmt : aifd <niy peculiar 
departiyient is underffdpd to be, that of keeping 
Mrs;Tempeft <juk£, or eaty^ as it 1$ Called j a tafk 
far hjrcier^than fa)ls ! to (he lot .of aiiy otfief of 
the hou^hoid^ 1 firive all 1 Can'tci bfeiafe tier : 
But alas !'* to what purpofe^ when 1' have hourly 
•"* " * ' '• : ' :;> ' the 
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the mortification to find, that I (hock and difc 
compofe fome refined and fublimated feelings 
which I have not the leaft cdnceptiori of ? Hovr 
to behave on thefc occafions I know not. Fof 
if I fay nothing, I am fallen : If I explain but 
ever fo gently, my violence is intolerable j and if 
I make acknowledgments, my fubmiffion is 
feigned ; which I find, to a perfoa of fentiment* 
is of all things the moft provoking. 

I am afraid I grow tedious j but it is fome re- 
lief to fpeak of one's hardships. The publication 
of them, if of no ufe to me, may poffibly be a 
leffon to fome others j for I am afraid Mrs. Tern- 
peft may not be the only lady who gives the 
name of ftrong feelings to her ftrong paffions^ 
and lays claim to fuperior tendernefs, on the 
ground of feeling more than common for her* 
fdf. I remain^ Sir, with all refpeft* 
; Yours, &c 

HANNAH WAlTFORrJ 



I HAVE taken the firft opportunity of pub- 
lifhing Mrs. Waitforfs letter, as I fincerely com- 
paffionate the unhappinefs of her fituation. No- 
thing 
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thing is fo provoking as this refined ill-humour, 
which takes the merit of fenfibifity from felfifh- 
nefs, and feels for every diftrefs but tbofe which 
it might cure. 

Sentiment and feeling, however, bad their day, 
but are now almoft quite out of fafhion. Mrs. 
Tempejl may be toW, that fhe might as well 
come to a modern aflembly in the ftifF brocade 
of her youthful birth- day is alls, as put on, in 
thefe times, the affectation of fenfibility.for an 
ornament. Our fafhionable ladies have brought 
up Indifference with their gauzes and feathers; 
both (in the words of my friend the Milliner of 
Prince's-Street) ?' light eafy wear, and fit for all 
fealonV." 

'/Jjfut not equally fit for all conditions. The 
higheft fashions muft always properly belong to 
certain orders of the people. This eafe and in- 
difference, in their greateft extent, fhould only 
be worn by privileged perfons. It might not be 
amlft, if, like the rouge of the French, they were 
put on by married women only, who may be 
ftippofed to beftow all their feelings at home^ 
or by ladies of very high rank, who (as travel- 
lers tell us of the calm that reigns on the fum- 
mit of the Alps) have got into a fuperior region, 
undifturbed by the emotions of ordinary life. 
Something too might be claimed by beauty, 

to 
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to which coldnefs or indifference is perhaps a fafe, 
and has long been an acknowledged attendant. 
All things confidered, I think the young lady 
who fat in one of the fide-boxes t'other evening, 
who was fo immoderately diverted with the dif- 
trefles of the Tragedy* and/prcferved*fiich an 
obftinate gravity during the drolleries of the 
farce, carried her no-feelings a little too far. 
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: t -tlra l SR v TJAVurdXy, February 25* 1786. 

Jfyib&rbwn v g*?niav&oniiJit vhen farvs % 
JDrJtktyXHVjiktfr lanies msnfafqut nittntes* 

'fit >;•? '^t . - -' * Hon, 

To the Author of the Lounger* 

SIR, 
T Troubled you fome time ago with a letter 
from the country ; now that I am come to 
town, I ufe the freedom to write to you again. 
I find the fame difficulty in being happy, with 
every thing to make mefo, here as there. When 
I tell this to my country friends, they won't be- 
lieve me. Lord ! to fee how the Mifs Home/puns 
looked when they came to take leave of me the 
morning we fet out for Edinburgh !— I had juft 
put on my new riding-habit which my brother 
fetched me from London ; and my hat, with two 
green and three white feathers; and Mifs Jefly 
Home/pun admired it fo much 1 and when I let 
her put it on, (he looked in the glafs, and faid, 
with a figh, how charming it was ! — I had a fad 
headache with it all morning, but I kept that to 
myfelf. " And do, my dear, ({aid (he) write 

fome- 
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fometimes to us, poor moping creatures, in the 
country. But you won't have leifure to think of 
us ; you will be fo happy, and fo much atnufed." 
At that moment my brother's pofi-coach rattled 
up to the door, and the poor Home/puns cried fo 
when we parted ! To be fure, they thought that 
a town life, with toy brother's fortune to procure 
all itsamufements, muft be quite ddightfuL— 
Now, Sir, to let you know how I have found it. 

I was content to be lugged about by my fitter 
for the firft week or two, as t knew that in a large 
town I fhould be like a fifh out of water, as the 
faying is. But my fifter-in-law was always put*» 
ting me in mind of my ignorance : " And you 
country girls,— and we. who have been in Lon- 
don,— and we who have been abroad"—- How- 
ever, between ourfelves, I don't find that (be 
knows quite fo much as (he would make me be- 
lieve ; for it feems they can't learn many things 
in the Indies ; and when (he went out fhe knew 
as little as myfelf ; and as for London, fhe was 
only a fortnight there on her way home. 

So we have got matters that come in to give 
us leflbns in French, and mufic, and dancing. 
The two firft f can fubmit to very well. I could 
always get my tongue readily enough about any" 
thing; and I could play pretty well on the vir- - 
ginahM home, tho* my matter fays my fingering 
it not what it fhould be. But the dancing is a 

terrible 
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terrible bofinefs. My fifter-in-laW and I are put 
into the ftocks every morning to teach us the 
right pofition Of out feet ; and all the fteps I 
was praifed for in the country are rtow good for 
ftothing, sis the Cftfflon ftep is the only thing fit 
tkt fieof)te bf fafhion ; arid fo tte are twiftecf 
Srid twirled till my joints ache again ; and after 
*H, We thalke, I believe, a very bad figure at it. 
Indeed 1 have not yet ventured to try my hand, 
my fefct I mean, before any body. But my 
Alter-in-law^ who is always praifed for every 
thing fie does, would needs try her cotillon fteps 
it the aflfembiy j and her partner Captain Cou- 
ple, a conftant vtfltor at my brother's, told her 
What art admirable dancer (he was : But in truth 
(he was out of time every inftant, and I heard 
the peoplfe tittering at her country fling, as they 
called it. Arid Co in the fame manner (which I 
do ndi thrrik is at afllfair, Mr. Lounger) the 
Captain one da : y at our houfe fwore (he fung 
fike ari artgel (rfrinkirig her health in a bumper 
6f ihy bfother's cHampaign) ; and yet as I 
toifEbd 1 behind hinfr next morning in Prince's-' 
flreet, I overheard hifti faying to one of his com- 
panions, that Mirfhrbom's dinners were da'tfinM 
good! tlHh^s, if ii were riot for the Bore of ifl£ * 
ftn'girig; and that the little Nafobtia fqualledf 
Kite a jtei-hen. '* -„"-«*• - 

Vol, II. K But 
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But no doubt it !s good manners to commend 
people to their faces, whatever one may fap be- 
hind their backs. And I perceive they have got 
fafbionable words for praifing things, which it is 
one of my filler's leflbns and mine to have at bur 
tongues ends, whether we think fo or not. Such 
a thing, fhe tells me (as (be has been taught by 
her great companion M\kGu/lo), muft be chtrm* 
ingy ^mother rayijbing (indeed, Mr. Logger, 
that is the word), and a third divine* As for 
me, I have yet got no farther than charming ; I 
can only fay raviflhing in a whifper ; and as for 
divine, I think there is fomething HeathenUh in 
it : though indeed I have been told, fince I came 
here, that the Commandments were only meant 
for the country. 

Here, as before, commt Ufaut (I can (pell the 
words now that I am turned a French fcholar) 
i$ ftill held out as a law to us. We have befides 
got another phrafe, which is perpetually dinned 
into my ears by my fifter-in-law, and that is the 
Ton. Such a perfon is a very good kind of a 
perfon, but fuch another is more the Ton : Such 
a lady is handfprjrter, more witty, more polite, 
and more good-humoured than another ; but that 
fiber is m^ch more the Ton. I have often afted 
my fitter, and even my French matter, to explain 
the meaning of this word Ton $ but they told me 

J there 
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t tberc Was=iM> tranflation- for it.jr Lithink* Sow- 
ever, I baye found itawK %ohe a vftry coiwcniertt 
i thing for forae people.- 'Tklikouihtiftiiiyi grand* 
Sifather? whi^wjs * great admiitergofn^Ww JEs**, 
ljifed Jo telliistrfiPdplfcinaulgeiiejeS:, i?oifc^rtHio 
nare th*,£d# rjia^doany thirty the^yJrte^wUhout 
x bemgia jtbe^wcong $: and everything tjyrt. is the 
»i5T«B is/right, letit*be wh&t it wi^h : 

Alas ! Sir, if the Tfl» <would let £oor people 
-altfne who don't wife for diftiri&icfn, there would 
be^the lefs to etitopMn ctf : :< But the misfortune is, 
that brtfc mufl be'ln the TS/rWhether dn£*s mind 
g^e&^bettf to it b/Tftdtj^ttt-leift lam to!d¥o.' 
. We havte a*Ftehch Friieirr^ Whom oiif Makre 
d^Hotel ISabbf recommended^ who makes- great 
uTe of this phrafe. He fere wed ^p-my hairViJ) I 
^Adttghfi ffioifld We'fefrrtedwitH the pa&s and.- 
f l &d not fteejp a winkalllhe night afte>,^&dcaufe 
-TieTSlia v iftip ^hundred little 1 etirte^fcre-pow *>e-. 
: i&ite\W t m^ He^6(torte'ri(fcid^thbe%^fer, 
-' whdYne IUid^ feade foY-afl the peojtfe* &^Hn£ton t 
' who pincfied thf toes tilP I'iobld hardly; f w*lk 
- u &4ofs r ft?e r8bin7:lccaafi^i^;feet w£e "tfic 9W 
>r MV ffiymakerV another ^Pftre ftrhe fet^fought 
: -*£ IwiiW a" >ali* oV b ftay4* that b ws*«? m §f * w, 
r, felfti h Pou^^ my mStf -fed;- 

' Sdfot br<)ke w fliree^aces^efSre : thfey-jh^ get 
* r lhem "to" 1 meet * r 6ecau?e' .fmalf waifts 1 were-' 'the 
YJ*. 1'fct at two dinners without being able 
K a to 
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to eat a morfer j bctaufe (I am aihamed to tell 
it, Sir) my flays would not hold a bit. * How- 
ever, I would fubmit to the Ton no longer in 
that article ; and when»I got home in the even- 
ing, I took out my fcifiars in a paffion, and cut a 
great flafh in the fides. I was refolved I would 
not be fqueezed to death for all the Tons in the 
world. 

And moreover, the Ton h not fatisfied with 
tearing the hair out of our heads, with pinching 
Our feet, and fqueezing the pit of our ftomach, 
fcut we muft have manners which, under favour, 
Sir, I think very odd, and which my grand- 
mother (I was bred up at my grandmother's) 
would have whipp'd me for, that fhe would* if 
I had ventured to ihew them when I was with 
her. I am told* that none but a Ninny would 
look down in the fHeepifh way I do ; but that 
when I meet a gentleman in our walks, I muft look 
as full at him* as I can, to fliew my eyes ; and 
teugh, jte fliew my teeth (all our family have 
white teeth) j, and gourifh my rattan, to {how 
my ittpes. And though in a room I am to 
ijjeak a$ low .and mumbling as I can» to look as 
if I did not care whether I was heard or not; 
yet in a puWic^lace, I am tq talk as loud and 
as feft afr poflibie,. and. caU the men by their 
plain furnames, and tell all about our faft night's 
parties, and z grVtt many dfbtfr things, Mr, 
* it _\ Lounger, 
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Lounger, which I can't do for the heart of me ; 
but my fiftet- in-law comes on amazingly, as 
Mife Gufio fays. But then fhe has been in In- 
dia, and fhe was not brought up with my grand- 
mother. I proteft, though I would be afhained 
to let Mifs Gufto know it, that often, when I 
am wifliing to pra&ife fome-of her leflbns, I think 
I fee my grandmother with her bunch of keys at 
bcr.ppnon-ftring, her amber-headed flick in one 
hand, andthe Ladies Calling in the other, looking 
at me from under her fpe&acles, with fuch a 
frown, Mr. Lounger ! —it frightens the Ton quite 
out of my head.. 

After all, I am apt to believe, that the very 
great trouble, and the many inconveniences to 
which we put ourfdves to attain this diftindion 
of the Ton, are, in a great meafure, labour- in 
vain ; that our mufic, t>ur dancing, -and our good 
breeding, will perhaps be out of faQwon before 
tve have come to atty degree of perfection in all or 
any of thefe accomplifhtnents ; for fome of the 
fine* ladies and fine gehtlemen who vifit us,' fay f 
that the 7*0 here is no. Ton at all, for that the 
true and genuine To& (like the trUearid genuine 
Milk tf Rtfis) is only*t6be ftnmd^in London. 
Nay, fome 6f the fineft of tfiofeHrfe ladies and 
gentlemen gt fftep farther, afld fftftumus, that 
tti^Ton <*f Londctfratfelf is- mere Tautfdle, and 
that the oifly right Jwwb-bc fouW: in Paris. 
1 • .* * I K 3 ; - I hope 
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I hope in goodnefs, however, that my fifter, .if 
(be is determined, as (he fometimes hints, to 
chafe the Ton that length, will drop me by the 
way, or rather allow me to return again to the 
country. Old fparrows (the proverb fays, Mr. 
Lounger) are ill to tame.— Not that I am old 
neither ; but I believe I am not quite young 
enough to learn to be happy in the fort of life 
we lead here : And though I try all I can to 
think it a happy one, and am fure to fay fo in 
every place to which we go, yet I can't help of- 
ten fecretly wifhing I were back again at my 
father's, where I fhould not be obliged to be 
happy whether I would or not. 

Your affli&ed (if I may venture to fay fo) 
humble fervant, 

MARJORY MUSHROOM- 

P. S. La! what do you think, Mr. Lounger? 
they tell me we are to go to a majked Ball. My 
fifter-in-law is quite in raptures about it. " Mr. 
Dunn," ihe fays, " is to open his whole HoteU 
bed-rooms and all, for the occafion ; and fhe is 
to be a fhepherdefs, £n$ Captain Coupee a (hep- 
herd \ and they are to dance an Allemandc toge- 
ther." And (be wants me to be a Nun, or, as 
Captain Coupee advifes, a Vejlal Virgin \ but I 
told them, I had no mind to be a. Nun, nor a 
Veftal Virgin neither, that I had not. But my 

' ' ' fifter 
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lifter fays, it is only in fport ; and Captain Cou- 
pee declares it will be the fartheft in the world 
from making people Nuns or Veftals.— Well, 
I am half afraid, Mr, Lounger ; and yet I think 
I fhall go. Were my grandmother to lift up 
her head now ! I will think rio more of her 
till the maflced ball is oyer. 



K 4 
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N° 57. Saturday* A&rch 4, 1786. 
Fortunate Sent*. Viro. 

> To the Author of the Lounobr. 

S I R, 

'TTHERE is nothing in which mankind have 
differed more than in the reprefentations 
they have given of human life. One clafs of men 
defcribes it as full of happinefs and enjoyment, 
as a path covered with flowers ; another has 
prefented us with defcriptions which (hew no- 
thing but difappointment and vexation, which 
reprefent life as a path ftrewed with thorns, as 
a vale of mifery and tears. Truth perhaps lies 
fomewhere in the middle between thofe two 
opinions : Men were not born only to be mifer- 
able ; and yet complete happinefs is not the lot 
of any one on this fide the grave. Life is a 
chequeced thing, a building of Mofaic work, a 
road where flowers and thorns are both to be 
met with, 
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It has always, however, been my opinion, that 
<a**he giving amiable and fair pi&ures of life pro- 
ceeds from a happier temperament of mind than 
the inclination to delineate thofe of a gloomy 
kind ; fo the indulging of fuch views contributes 
much more to happinefs and virtue than the op* 
pofite impreffions of a darker and store difmal 
nature. To think well of, and have yefpe& for 
purfelves and the world around us, is one (tepCo 
virtue and benevolence ; but this ftep cannot be 
gained by a perfon who has been taught to con- 
fider himfelf and every thing around him ia a 
gloomy and an unfavourable light* 

There is one period of life which authors have 
been at pain* topi&ure differently, according as 
they have been accuftomed to take favourable or 
unfavourable views of the world in general. Old 
age, that period at which all wifli to arrive, and 
which it is the fate of few only to reach, has been, 
described by one fet of meo, ais of all fifcuationa 
the moft comfor'deis and the mo&£k>orn,y ; as 
the laft ftage of human innrmOty^and nelplsffnefs„ 
from which notning but death; can. relieve.* and; 
the miferj.of wbi^i is enhanced by the dread of 
tharvery death,. the only cure for\all .#» woe* 
Another clafe-of mjn has rsprefewted old k 3gpase 
one. of the* brighter^ periods- of humaw Ijfc $ a* 
that period in which wemay be-faid to enjoy We; 
twice* baring not 1 enly prafcia eontftr»4to tn^ 
K 5 joy, 
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* c eft ante par toYurri bonoj;um memorial copra: w 
l^jTh? perfori wKo how"addreiles w yo^is}h"thris 
latter period ; and though the cate of qneincHvi'- 
^ual qan'be of little ufe in confirming a general 
opinion, yeVl may perhaps be allowed to tell 
#ou, that 1 have never tafted more happinefe 
than I have done for the 1 aft years of my life. 

I entered, upon the world with a frriall patri- 

jmjopy y but t>y clofe attention to my profeffion, 

| yfas fooji rendered fuperior to'th'e 'fear of pover- 

.Jy^ ajjd hajve now retired from bufinefs wifh 4 a 

3 fo^t^ne, though not large, yet fully adequate to 

all my wajrts,, ai^d which has been fufficieht to 

fpa^ a numerous family. My profeffion was fuch 

gff&fcd me, to direct my labours to the immediate 

life and advantage of my fellow-creatures ; and 

^ I >vouJ4 not forfeit, for any con fi deration, the 

pleafure which, in my prefent advanced period 

o/Iife,. I receive from recallirig to my mirid the 

pejrfqns to whom I think my labours have been 

of ifoipe, advantage. ' "" 

, I married early a lady whofe views of life 1 were, 
flmflai; to my own j and though the firft rapture 
if^pve was quickly over, it was fucceeded by a 
palmer and lefs tumultuous affection, more happy; 
on the whole, and which has increafed with our 
iacreafing years. Our mutual habits, our mutual 

attach- 
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attachments, our fondnefs for our children, have* 
made us for a long courfe of time more and mortf 
one,, and, every year rendered dearer that union 
(o Jong ago formed. t My eldeft fon is now cuU 
tivating that profeffion from which his father has 
retired. With what joy do I fee his talents Auv 
cefsful ! with what fatisfaftion do I perceive him* 
improving thofe leflbns I have given him ; and, 
with the moft engaging modefty, advancing much 
farther than his father's genius entitled him tO' 
advance! This is indeed living twice! With' 
great fincerity, and with hopes that they are pro- 
phetic of my fituation, can I ufe thofe 5v6rtte of 
Morni, in the Poems of Oftian 5 " May the name 
of Morni be forgot among the people ^ may' if 
only befaid, behold the father of Gaul!" ;r ' 
My youngeft boy is lefs advanced, but oY no 
lefs promiflng parts, nor lefs amiable difpofitions 
than his brother. 

Y 

I have four daughters, and I cannot fpeak of 
them but with emotions of gratitude. They are 
obliged to me, and to their excellent mother, for 
the education we have given them ; but how 
amply, have they repaid that obligation ! My el- 
deft daughter, now many years married, was be- 
, fore her marriage my companion, and the help-' 
mate of her mother : We ufed then to call her 
,cur littlq houfekeeper. Her own merit, the good 
''".... , , K 6 educa- 
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education {he received, and the inducement of 
having for a wife the daughter of fuch a mother 
as my MorUnftay contributed to make her. the 
wife of a very refpe&able man ; and Hortenfia 
and I now, with enraptured hearts, Tee her cldeft 
child, our grand-daughter, holding the fame #a-t 
tion in her mother's family that her mother did 
in ours. After our eldeft daughter's marriage* 
pur fecond fucceeded to her place, and foe again, 
Upon her marriage, was fucceeded in .her turn.— 
Our youngeft, Maria* is the only one now left to 
tfs j and I think, I may fay it without vanity, is 
in no refpefl: inferior to any of the .family . He* 
affeflion to me feems tp.lje quickened in propor- 
tion to my advance in life ; and if I feel any of 
the infirmities of age., thqr are much more than 
counterbalanced by her delicate attention : Me- 
^hinks I wqiikd not \tfifli to be younger and 
ftouter than I am', at the expense of lofing the; 
afliftances of my dear. Maria,. 

It is our cuftpm evejy Saturday evening to 
have a general family-party. At tea I have all 
my grandchildren round me i and the .variety, of 
gratifications I receive from this little.fociety, it 
is- impoffible to defcribe. At fupper, my fon, my 
daughters, and their hufbands, are with us ; and. 
my wife and, I, I can aflure,you, cut no unre- 
fptdable figure, feated in. our elbow chairs. 

Had 
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Had I any grievances to complain of through the 
week, which indeed I have DM, this night would 
Mly compenfatethem. 

Amidft the amkifeme'nts which this evening's 
party affords, I muft mention one, the pfeafure 
which we receive from the perufal of your Loun* 
ger. My wife gets it regularly delivered her 
every morning about nine ; but no one is allowed 
then to read it. She herfelf carefully depofite it in 
her ibrutoire, and it is not produced till after flip- 
per. : It it then brought upon the table, and is 
read by my Maria, who does it all juftice in the 
reading, I am Aire it would give you much de- 
Ugh* to hear the conversation it occasions ; the. 
remarks which are made, without afrefiation* 
and with perfed candour^ upon the compofitkn^ 
the Scenes it defcribes, the characters it repre- 
fents, theirfimilarity to other papers of the kind, 
and the like. Many things are faid, which, I am 
perfuaded, if collected together, would afford 
matter- for a numbe* of papers. One thing I fliatt 
mention, which came from Maria laft 'Saturday. 
She obferved, that there were many Of the papers 
which introduced unmarried men aad women, 
and fl>e propofed that we fliould make up matches 
between them* This gave occafiort to 1 good 
deal of pleafantry, moft of which I have forgdt } 
but I remember, that among other marriages,* it 
was propofed, that Captain N. (hould be married 

to 
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to JI/je/j Cauflic ; though Maria, grafping my hand, 
the tear half ftarting in her eye, objeAed to it, 
becaufe it would be wrong to deprive the Colonel 
of his fitter. With regard to your correfpondent 
Hortenfius, the youngeft of my married daughters, 
looking at her hufband with inexprefUble good 
humour, faid, that if fhe were not already tied, 
fhe believed (he could have married him herfelf. 

Another fource of our entertainment in reading 
your papers, is a fufpicion which I fee prevails in 
the company, that fome of its members are your 
correfpondents, and have written in the Loun- 
ger. This fufpicion gives birth to many a joke; 
and it is diverting to fte upon whom the conjec- 
ture of having written this or that paper falls, 
and the different devices which are thought of 
to difcover where the truth lies. Little do they 
imagine that their old father is at this moment 
employed as your correfpondent. 

But I muft conclude : I am afraid ere this you 
will have thought, that I have one quality of an 
old man about me, that of being a great talker. 
I (hall only add, that if you think this account 
of a happy family worth your infertiori, it will 
afford, on the evening of the Saturday on which 
it is published, a good deal of entertainment to 
the family-party I have defcribed. 

AURELIUS. 
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I knpw not whether it be from vanity, or frsm 
fome. better motive, that I have given this letter 
to the public. I muft own, that I have felt my- 
felf very fenfibly gf^tified by the manner in which 
my papqrs^re; received in the family of Aurelius. 
It is Joperfons in the ordinary ftatipns of life 
that, the Lounger is addrpjfed. The learned are 
perhaps above \t ; thq vulgar, thofe who are em- 
plqyed, in the fervile offices of life, belo\y it. But 
as long as I can give #ne half-hour's amusement, 
mixed perhaps with a Jittle inftru&ipn, to fuch a 
family, us that of Aureus* [t fliall neithej ,be the 
indifference of the tauri$4»'J*Q* tn * negle&of the 
multitude, which fhfill induce me to difcontinue 
myljitowrs. . .., „ /: a ^ X J.. \\ 



. )u. 
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N° 58. Saturday, March 11, 1786. 
• Inter Jyfoas Je&dmi querere verxm. Hor. 

To the Author of the Lounger, 

' SIR, 

AMONG the various complaints which I 
obferve from your papers your corre/pond- 
ents occafionally make to you, you may not, per- 
haps, have met with any more whimfical, or 
which at firfl: fight will appear more unjuft, than 
mine, I have, thank God, very few evils, either 
real or imaginary, in my lot;, I am neither too 
rich nor too poor to be contented ;, I am neither 
fo dull as not to be pleafed with a good thing, nor 
fo refined as to be proud of finding faults in it ; I 
am neither nervous in my body, nor tremblingly 
alive in my mind : One thing only plagues and 
vexes me, and plagues and vexes the whole family 
in which I live. The evil of which I complain, 
Mr. Lounger, is, I am told, one of the " firft 
of virtues :"— The evil I complain of is Truth. . 
You muft know I have a lifter married to a 
very good and a very leafned 'gentleman, Tn whofc 

family, 
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family, by bis and his wife's preffing invitation* 
I have lived eyer fince hi? marriage ; and for 
feveral years no fet of people could be happier* 
But of late my brother-in-law has become a phi- 
lofopher, and is perpetually bunting after Truth j 
and a pretty chace ftie lead6 him ! His poring 
pver books in queft of herwo\ild only weaken 
his own eyes, and break his own reft ; but his 
running after her wherever fte is to be found, 
at all times, and in all companies, breaks the 
reft of every body around him. With my fifter 
and me he has but little play for his humour* 
His wife indeed is of fo gentle and complying a 
temper, that (he never difputes his proppfitions, 
as he calls them. I am not quite fo yielding ;. 
and we have now and then little bouts at an ar- 
gument : hut with our guefts and victors he is 
cpnftantly at it j and I believe in my conscience 
he often chufes companies as your chefs-players 
do, becaufe they $re nearly matches at their fa- 
vourite game j havipg obforved that of late^ fmce 
he took to this kind of fport^ he generally invites 
thofe people ofteneft who argue ftou^teft with him 
when they come. For thefe fame truth-hupter$, 
Mr. Lounger, feem, likp true fportfnpen, to find 
little pleafure in the cha^e when it is foon run 
down, or "when there are* (io hazards in the way. 
They like fo leap hedges and ditches - % to fcramble 
amidft briajs, and thorns j to iplajh through mire 

anil. 
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and bog ; to be a terrible long while before they 
come to the end of their -labour ; and at laff, as 
I am told it often happens fn the field, they fome- 
times find themfel ves j uft where they fet out. 

But, as the frogs in the fable fay, " This is 
fport to them, but death to us ."—You cannot 
imagine what mifchiefs and 'inconveniencies it 
produces in our family. Before this difeafe of 
ctifputation took hold of him, Mr. Category was 
attentive to his affairs; kind^to his friends, poKte 
to his acquaintance, and one of the beft'hufbands 
and fathers in the world-; but now he neglefls 
his bufinefs, quarrels with his relations, is rude to 
every body about' Mm, and minds his wife and 
children no mofe than if tfifcy- were- fb"~fh any 
broomfticks. Indeed 1 1 begin to be of tfjiirSdfo, 
that my fitter has loft a good deal of his^affeftion, 
frorh that ferhe fneeflcnefs of fpirit which I men- 
tioned her to be poffefled of ;- and I think be- 
likes me muchbettef* fince I g*ewitiiped of yield- 
ing every painty' as 'I ufertto *> for peaee.fr ke, 
and now andthe© wrahgte aJittlewith himV- - 

It is hot difficult tofihd^n oppoftunfty*. Were 
it 1about d ihi^ortint 'concert ^lone>,' ft would 
happenorily now arid then, and might W^eafily 
avoided of endure*.' ?Bu* l, ti$ ftll<bn**fttt tft* 
matted in^ifpufc fyyfrkfoxtvritoris-* flKpute^ 
Every thing & fair game (t^idomt^bacfc:^or»thtft 
fimHe of the chafe)-: ^1* we *m't ftart '* hasbp 

a. mole 
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a mole or a*raoufe will ferve our turn. 'Twas 
but yefterday at dinner we had half a dozen battles 
between him and an odd fort of an old man he 
has lately taken a great liking to, who I am told 
was a tutor at one of the univerfities, till he loft 
all employment from this fame crazy humour of 
truth-hunting. The foup was not half helped 
round when a queflion arofe as to the Spartan 
broth. The filh introduced a differtation about 
a mullet, I- tbink it was, at fome great fupper in 
Rome ; and the doth* was no fooner taken away, - 
than a violent altercation arofe about the favour- 
ite liquors of the ancients. My hair-drefler hap- 
pening to caH in. the. afternoon, fet them off upon 
th© bead*drefs ofjPoppea ; andean old lady who 
drank tea with us, puzzling Jbetfelf to trace the 
relation? between our grandfathers, introduced 
an inquiry, which lafted till near fupper-time, 
o% the famrly l of SefoflrlsS > 

W-erd he-confined ic*hofe old out-of-the-way 
topics, though t the <mi«er might never be ex- 
hauftad, the.jiutober, of ;thedifpi*t*i«s would at 
leaft be abridged, and we might fiqda quiet hour 
vglieg-jthere was no fcho]^ in the houff but him?* 
fe|£> ;j B^t^he i* ty keefk^gitf ascertaining mo* 
depn f*£U as tfiofe pf/aasfont tim^s. .,IC he can 
B&ihf>te Qf-an^o^y.wiqAhas,, t£f yelled where 
few h*v« trav«Hed bcf&r«,,ifit is buj: a lap>e fe^ T 
man,, whom be fcas /ou^ pegging ia the jBxeet, 

thcr* 
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Acre is no ent^of his cjueftions. Nqt thatjae al - 
ways ac<priefces i in what they tell htm ; on th^ 
contrary, he often difputes with them aJ>out things 
which' they have feen, which, he fays cannot be 
true, becaufe they are contrary to his philofgphy > 
but, .on the other hand, he tells tbenri many, 
things which they migjrt |>ay,£ fcf # in thofe far 
countries, which they arc obliged tc^confefc they 
never either few or heard of. Truth, he fays, is 
aot eafily discernible by common eyes ; Truth, 
he fays, according to the old proverb, lies in the 
bottom of a well. 'God forgive me, Mr. Loun~ 
ger, I am Sometimes tempted to wife be were 
there along with ber. ' " t% 
v Not but that 1 have an afSe&ion (ov him too* 
for he has many good qualities, and that makes 
me the more Vexed at this ftrange humour he has 
get into, which* befides plaguing us all as it does, 
is often of real prejudice to himfelf and to his af- 
fairs. For be is not contented with this fearch 
after truth in fpeculatiqn only, but often carries 
it into pra&ice in the ordinary concerns of life j. 
and there too he always looks for her in fomc 
place where nobody ever thought of her being to 
be found. He was, I don't know whether for- 
tunately or not, left a fufficierrcy by his father to 
enable him to five without a profeffion ;; but du- 
ring one half of the year, when we refide in the- 
country, he it a very keen^ farmer,, planter,, and. 
i#r * gardener.* 
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gar dener • Bat his method of farming, planting, 
and gardening, is quite different from that of any- 
body elfe, and, as he tells us, the only true one 
in the country. ' It happens, however, that he 
has fcantier crops, lefc thriving trees, and worfo 
flavoured fruit than any body around us % but 
that don't fignify, he maintains the contrary, and 
has the pleafure of finding a difpute with every 
body that vifits his farm, his plantations, or his 
garden* Laft feafon he fpoiled a whole crop of 
grafs by a new method of bay-making. He was 
pofitive that it Was excellent hay notwitkftand* 
ing, and much more nourifhing than if it bad. 
been made after the ufual method ; but he could 
never perfuade his horfes to eat it. 

Re is rather more fuccefsful in making experi- 
ments of a fimilar kind on himielf. He once 
took it into his head, having found, as he toto us, 
the moft inconfeftible evidence of its tfutb, tlftU* 
men could live very well without fleej> ; and ate* 
tually went the length of drfturbing the whole 
boufe for two nights together, behaving himfelf 
pirithed and buffeted about tb keep hrm awake. 
On another occafion, he took nearly the fame 
fancy with regard to food, and lived three or four 
days on a few boiled potatoes and. fqme .vfratep-' 
gruel. ' Tfliis, however, was got th$ Jjetj^r pf % 
by the warm fumes of a venifon- pafty, which hap- 
pens to be a farourke dil& of hi*/ Ht infinW, 

♦ how* 
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howeVcr, on the fupcrior healthfulnefs of the 
former diet j but owned, that in this, as in man/ 
other things, the wrong way was the pleafenteft. 
This rageof cx^tncctv^siveH as.ofiiftqf&iry, 
may lead to very ferious confequences, if in- 
dulged as far as he fometimes gives us reafon to 
think hhtf incllrttd <o <lo.'^ He^ W>Jd u» C^h)r 
mornings he wa$*tot>Ma»fii^rifetf'tfGth^ att- 
dent phik)fopbe**whd i le&ped into'J?/)/*, to' be 
fatisfied about th« caufts of itsfbufntrig 1 ? *h# we 
have received intelligence, tkat he HtB actually 
been in* treaty for &>*feat> M a'l*tUo?t\ td tfefolve 
fomfc doubt* he has enwrtamct^oftthe ft*bj&a fcf 
that fmg4ilarunvcirtioiW^NowV'Mr.Lou«ger, / ttB, 
however troublefome his doubts are tohisianrily, 
we by, no meana:wi(h>ito«ba«fethenitdlc^rediip 
quite fo foon: it .woul^ he conferring, w great fa- 
vour on uaaUjif.ycjuv wMar*>a>phil*(bptoer like 
kimielf, wouJd Xtyto p&tuzdeM£*£rtfgJtyJ:Qte 
contented to ,take,. thmg^^iittle «*w f^a credit 
than he h&grtfe&t difpofeA tp c|p, ; particularly, 
that he W9^.^eit^.rt^ oCburning bigifelf - 
alive, or bjgaktog Jiis #vtpk* -far the fake of com* 
ing at the tKu^aUipfiaahuriy, byt fobmi*, for 
the fake of Aia.ifcifej.and Qbikton, ta grape i*bwt 
a while lottgtfinrthift JKQcld o^wprs. . I ?*n„&c* 
,*. ji*..i^a~- 14'ARY^ BLAM*. 

P. S k fta^dbnVforgetto'imthimAfiiiin^ 
th*Mhtrc will be no difputing in heaven. 
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4 ^59. Sathild Air, -ikirrc* r8r 1786. 

{TVN £ qf the pjeafu^es.of, whwh the idle are 
^T deprived, is. that of jjelaacaiion from bufioeis. 
Thofe whom intricate^ ai)d/jweighty affairs -em* 
barrafs and fatigue, talk jyvith envy of the leifure 
of the upemplc-yrtd, of. the bltfs^ retirement. 
But in tbetr hows of pccafional airaifemcnt, they 
know not the grievance of liftlefi days, v and 
jxionthsy and years of idleticfs ;,nor, wfeen they 
pant for reft from their labours* are they aware, 
that it is from labour alone that raft acquires its. 
name, and derives its enjoyment. 

When, in the courfe of my uffialwalk, Lpafled 
the other morning through the place where but** 
few days before I had met fotimny bufy face? 
and been joftled by fo many hurried fteps j when 
'I- faw the court^deorsihut, and heard n6 hum- 
within ; I confefe-k ftruck me with 4 melancholy, 
fort of feeling. But the firfUawyer whom I en- 
'Countered bad a fowte-of fatisfadionoivhi* coun- 
tenance, -and congratulated hirofcl^o* the W* 
penfion tof thofeilabouxs which laft week he (aid 
had bin fo heavy on him. " You are free from, 
that plague/* Aid, be, 5«ycu have np fttfu* or 

. ^raw- 
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term-time"—" But you forget, my friend, that I 
have no vacation." 

I contrive, however, to get through the no* 
bufinefr of itfy Hfe *fth tolerable (a6sfa&ipfty and 
if at any time an hour hangs heavy on me, I do 
not carry my misfortune into the ftreets, but like 
decent beggars kefcp my diftfefle* at borne* audi 
aril relieved by the private contrrbutiohs df the 
fcumane and the charitable. 
' Ir is not fd with every one who labour* under 
the af8f£Hng hand of time. When I had got a 
littler further on my accuftomed walk, I was 
hatched in a fhower, and took filter in thfc houfe 
of an acquaintance in Prince's- ftreet. As I paffi* 
ed the coffee- h'oufe arid confe&ioner's fl*6p, I 
tfas flruck with cotnpaflion at the fight of the 
many vacant and melancholy faces which appear- 
ed at the doors* and Windows. It was but a little 
after mid-day, and confequently the gentlemen to" 
whom thefe faces belonged had a great while to 
look forward t& the hour when they could with 
I#bpriety ptiH off their boot*, and drefs for the 
Bufincfs of the table. The weather did not per- 
mit of **if getting rid of this interval by a gal- 
lop, #Wch is orie of the happieft expedients for 
the pftrpofe in the tftirld, as it removes the head* 
steh* of ytfterdiy's dinner, gets through the time 
<\\\ the' dinner of to-day, and gives an appetite 
ft* eftjo^ing thwrt kiui yyhtnit corteS. Put my 

poor 
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poor friends in Prince's-ftreet had no hope of get- 
ting through the tedious interval in thefociety of 
their horfes ; they had before them the difinal pro- 
fped of fpending three long hours in their own 
company, or in the company of their fellqw-fuf- 
ferersj and, after alj, of fitting down to dinner ' 
#itto muddy heads and fqueamifh ftomachs. 

u Mentem mdrtalia tangunt," fays the Poefc 
The diftrefles incident to humanity are the great 
nburiihers of moral fpeculation. The mortals of 
Prince's -ftreet touched my mind, and I could not 
think, without a great degree of commiferation, 
.of the difficulty they would find in paffing the 
time till the arrival of that important aera in the 
hiftory of the day— the hour of dinner. The 
more \ refle£ted, the more I was diftrefled on 
their account : for I fufpeft that it is not only 
when the morning is rainy that our gentlemen of 
fafhion find their time heavy. The languor and 
reftleflhefs which are fo frequently to be obferved 
united in their looks and behaviour, are too evi- 
dent fymptoms of this quotidian disorder, this 
malady of time, under which they have the njif- 
fortune to labour. ' 

To fay the truth, in fpite of our complaints 
of the fliortnefs of life, yet four-and-twenty 
hours returning every day are by far, too much 
for perfons who havfc no other obje& but amufe- 
ment» It' is almoft impoffible to continue Ipnger 

Vol. II, L in 
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in bed than eleven hours ; few people are able to 
lie more than eight or nine. Here, then, upon 
the moft moderate calculation, we have at leaft 
thirteen hours to be filled up every day by people 
•who have nothing to do but to be amufed. Now, 
although a chace, a bottle of wine, a dance, and 
fome- other expedients, to which thefe gentlemen 
have recourfe, may give occafional fillips to their 
fpirits, yet it is not in man, not even in a man of 
fafhion, to be both idle and comfortable for thir- 
teen hours together, day after day. 

There feems to be here an incongruity which 
is not obfervable any where elfe in the works of 
Nature. All the other animals have their dura- 
tion pretty well adjufted to the purpofes for which 
they feem to have been intended, or to their capa- 
city for filling up the time allotted to them with 
tolerable fatisfa&ion. The gay fluttering tribe 
of butterflies, who have no other bufinefs under 
the fun but pleafure, do not live long enough to 
have any languid intervals, or fits of the vapours. 
Geefe, on the other hand, are very long-lived : 
but then it is to be obferved, that geefe under- 
take the important and laborious tafk of rearing 
a family every feafon ; they have likewife many 
enterprifing excurfions to make both by land and 
water in fearch of their food; and befides, they 
can fill up their leifure hours agreeably by means 
6f two very fortunate circumftances, their power 

of 
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of commanding fleep when they pleafe, and their 
talent for converfation. By thefe means, geefe, 
when they are faved from the hand of the poul- 
terer, are able to go on to a refpe&able old age, 
without ever being at a lofs how to kill the time. 
But men of fafhion are an anomaly in the cre- 
ation. Indeed, to adjuft matters, one of two 
things is neceffary ; either to abridge the dura- 
tion of their life, or elfe to improve their means 
of enjoying it. - 

With regard to the firft method of abridge- 
ment, I humbly conceive, that if, from the time 
when our men of fafhion break loofe from their 
parents and preceptors, with the full command of 
money or credit, they were to fink quietly to reft 
in the courfe of nature at the end of a twelve- 
month, their life would be pretty nearly fufficient 
for all they have to do. They would not fail 
within that fpace to run round the whole circle 
of pleafure again and again, which is evidently 
what they confider as the chief end of man. At 
the fame time, they would be feafonably deli- 
vered from the infipidity of pleafure, when it be- 
comes too familiar, from the unhappy devices 
which they fall upon to diverfify their amufe- 
ments, and to faunter away a tedious lifetime. 
.Many of our young men of fafhion feem to be 
fenfible of the juftnefs of this obfervation j for 
they do what they can to get the better of their 
L 2 con- 
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conftitution, and to abridge their life to a dura- 
tion more fuitable to the ufe which they make 
of it. 

In this attempt, however, they are not always 
fufficiently expeditious j and, at any rate, it is 
always extremely unpleafant ; mod men of fa- 
fhion, like moft other men, however difagreeable 
or ufelefs they may find their lives, not chufing 
to die as long as they can eafily avoid it. It 
would therefore be more acceptable, if it were 
poflible to fupply them with fome means of paff- 
jng more tolerably the thirteen or fourteen hours 
which they cannot lofe in fleeping. 

Here to be Aire a moralift might aflume a high 
tone of declamation, ?nd call on thofe gentlemen 
to remember the duties which their country re- 
quires. He might tell them, that the eyes of 
mankind were dire&ed to their cohdu&, and ex- 
pe<3ed, from their ftation and fortune, examples 
of a&ive and difinterefted patriotiftn. He might 
tell them, that if they were unwilling to take a 
{hare in the legiflature, or if the. happy feafon of 
peace gave them no opportunity to difplay their 
martial talents and gallantry in the field, yet they 
could not be at a lofs for occafions to difplay their 
. aflivity and enterprife, by employing their wealth 
and influence to diffufe civilization and comfort, 
induftry and good morals, among all rank* of 
their fellow-citizens. He might tell them, that 

from 
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from fuch occupations they would derive the moft 
honourable, heartfelt, and lading pleafures, and 
l>e followed with the gratitude, the bleffings of 
thoufands. He might likewife entreat them to 
confider the opportunities which their riches and 
leifure afforded them of extending their refearches 
into fcience, and encourage them with the pro- 
fpeft of utility and reputation united with the 
moft interefting and endlefs amufement. He 
might alfo point out the delightful relaxation 
from their labours and folace to their cares which 
literature would afford them 5 he might tell them 
how much it would contribute at once to polifh 
and elevate the character, and how admirably it 
would fuperfede thofe frivolous or pernicious en- 
tertainments in which they wafte their hours. 

But it would be cruel to harafs the poor gen- 
tlemen with thefe fchool- declamations. The 
employments here pointed out require not only 
temporary exertions, but a 1 To continued induftry, 
which we can fcarcely expeft from them. All 
that can be attempted with any reafonable hope 
of fuccefs, is to find fome occupations which are 
more innocent, but which require no greater la- 
bour than the bottle or the gaming-table, than 
low profligacy or treacherous intrigue. 

Now, I have known feveral idle perfons whb 

contrived to amufe the vacant intervals between 

breakfaft and dinner, and between dinner and 

■ ' L 3 fupper, 
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(upper, in a very inoffenfive manner. According 
as the weather and feafon permitted, they em- 
ployed all the firft part of the day either in-angling, 
(hooting, hunting, or fkaiting. When they could 
not go abroad with comfort, they always con- 
trived work at home ; fuch as weaving nets, plait- 
ing lines, drefling fifhing-flies, cleaning guns, 
looking after the horfes, and playing on the fiddle. 
In this manner, with the help of the newfpaper, 
drefling for dinner, and now and then a game at 
Vrhift or i?ack-gammon for a trifle in the even- 
ing, I have known fome perfons of no great for- 
tune, who,fpent their time in the country from 
year's end to year's end, without much extraordi- 
nary fleeping, without much extraordinary yawn- 
ing, without much extraordinary drinking, with- 
out doing any harm, and even without thinking 
on the amufements of the town. 

I fhould therefore imagine, that the men of 
fafhion, confidering the accurate attention which 
it is proper for them to pay to their drefs, and the 
fuperior advantages which they enjoy from the 
amufements of the town, excurfions to watering- 
places, and trips to the Continent, might con- 
trive to occupy their time without hanging out 
their melancholy faces at coffee- houfe doors or 
confeflioners (hops, without expofing their own 
fortunes to be pilfered, or trying to pilfer others, 
at the gaming-table, without weakening their 

confti- 
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confutations, or injuring their fellow- creatures. 
It is true, their occupations would frequently be 
rather more infipid and lefs refpedtable than 
might be wifhed. But fince by fome unac- 
countable irregularity in Nature, the lives of men 
of faihion, although they have fo much lefs to 
do than other men, are prolonged to fifty or fixty 
years j they might unquestionably contrive, by 
a fucceffion of thefe little occupations, to pafg 
through this long term far lefs uncomfortably, 
than by dividing their time between downright 
idlenefs, intemperance, and vice. 



M 
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N° 60. Saturday, March 25, 1786. 



To the Author of the Lounger. 

SIR, 
AS far as 1 can judge of myfelf, I am a man 

well entitled to your prote&ion. My mind 
has been fo much employed in projecting fchemes 
for the benefit of mankind, and efpecially of my 
fellpw-fubjefts, that I have been totally indiffer- 
ent to my own affairs. At prefent I am poor 
and fludious, and yet content that a long life has 
not pafled in altogether an ufelefs manner. In 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and forty- 
four, the year in which Dean Swift died, I had 
the honour to prefent to a great man a lift, con- 
fiding of three hundred and nineteen new taxes, 
the greater part of which I perceive have been 
adopted, I have in manufcript a number of 
treatifes, which might be a load to an ordinary- 
fized porter, written in a fmall character, on a 
variety of fubje&s, with abundance of eafe and 
fpirit. Having a great part of my life reflected, 
that only three great Epic Poems have appeared 
in fix thoufand years, I employed the whole force 

of 
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of my mind to collet into one focus the entire 
fpirit of Critkifm, which has been, for twenty 
years paft, diflipated and tolled from one great 
writer to another, without the defired fuccefs. 
Had I been prevailed on to publifh this, it would 
have made a volume of five (hillings ; and I am 
inclined to think, that, with no other affiftance, 
a man of moderate genius could have compofed 
an Epic Poem with as much fpeed as a Romance. 

Another performance of minje is an Effay de- 
ducing the degeneracy of prefent manners from 
ele&ricity and the feudal fyftem. The one I 
confider as the firft or primary, the other as the 
promoting and affifting caufe. From the latter 
proceeds the fubordination of ranks, and from 
the former that inundation of feeling which was 
formerly confined to children, and fine ladies like 
children, but has now deluged the army, the navy, 
minifters of ftate, fhoe-blacks, and footmen. The 
next difcourfe I call a fcheme for reconciling all 
the fe£taries in Great Britain. 

But I proceed to mention what at prefent em- 
ploys all my thoughts, and what by your means I 
wifti to announce to the Public. My hopes of 
fuccefs are founded on the wonderful avidity with 
which mankind receive weekly and monthly 
Mifcellanies. Thefe are generally good things, 
tranflated from the French*, copied out of old 
authors, or altogether new and original, the pro- 
L 5 du&ioa 
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duct ion of modern writers. My plan is entirely 
new. I wifli to be dire&or in a work of this kind, 
more adapted than any thing that has yet been 
publifhed, for the improvement of the fair f ex. 
On no account will I admit any but female fub- 
fcribers ; and, excepting in fome of the depart- 
ments wherein I muft toil myfelf, I will admit 
of none but female writers : for I incline to have 
this work altogether perfect, claffical, and femi- 
nine. I confider this as the winding up of a 
long life; and I (hall certainly lie down in my 
grave in more peace, reflecting, that I have added 
to the republic of letters one half of the human 
fpecies, whom our foolifh prejudices have hither- 
to in a great meafure excluded. 

I will divide this work into feveral depart- 
ments, keeping in mind, however, for whofe ufe 
and reading it is only intended. 

The firft fhall confift of Foreign Intelligence. 
And this I doubt not to manage to the fatisfac- 
tion of my readers. For, having travelled in my 
youth, there is fcarcely a court in Europe, where- 
in I cannot command a female correfpondent to 
inform me of its gallantries and its fafhions.— 
This, will greatly enlarge the fphere of female 
knowledge; and make fcandal, like Cayen pep- 
per in a high-feafoned difh, harmlefs by fpread- 
ing it. The flips of a Marchionefs abroad will 
be as familiar as an a£refs at home ; and the 

drefles 
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dreffes of Ruffia as much known as thofe of a 
birth-day* 

This will be occafionally interfperfed with" 
books of travels and voyages, in which particular 
and minute attention will be paid to the marriage 
ceremonies of diftant countries, that being the 
part of fuch books which I have generally ob- 
ferved to bear the ftrongeft marks of perufal, 
when I have at any time had the honour of open- 
ing them in a Lady's library. 
. My next department will confift of Sketches 
and Interefling Anecdotes of private chara&ers, 
lyith the Tea-table Conventions, and the Fa- 
ftiions of the principal towns in Great Britain. 

I will give names at full length ; both to ferve 
as a neceflary check on the diflblutenefs of man- 
ners, and to preclude an improper application. 
To my tea-table dialogues I will add a Diction- 
ary of French phrafes, and words of the lateft 
introduction, to affift thofe of my readers who 
have not as yet arrived at much perfection in 
that excellent part of education. But my great 
intention in this department is, to enable my fair 
readers to be in and out of the mode in all parts 
of Great Britain precifely at the fame time. And 
although in my own private judgment I think I 
ought to publifh my Mifcellany only once a- 
month ; yet if, from humour or tafte, or the quick 
fucceffion of cuftoms and modes, this is not though t 
L 6 fufficient 
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fufficient to anfwer the various purpofes of my 
work, I wilh at all times cheerfully fubmit to a 
reafonable number of my fubfcribers. That my 
publication may not be deficient in any embellifh - 
ment or illuftration which other works of the 
fame kind furnifli to their readers, plates will be 
given, from drawings by the beft matters and 
miftreffes, of the different articles of drefs moft 
approved in the fafhionable world. As in books 
of Archite&ure, there are elevations of fronts md- 
back-fronts* fe&ions of arches and abutments* de- 
ligns fox frizes* Jiucco- cornices* and pilajiers \ fo, 
in my mifcellany, fimilar affifiances will be given 
to the artifts of the female figure, and the inven- 
tors of female decoration. 

The third divifion of my intended Mifcellany 
will be a fe&ion for Female EfTayifts j and I hope 
to make a proper, fpirited, and entertaining 
Choice. I will occafionally admit little affe&ing 
hiftories, to animate the female world to virtuous 
and worthy deeds. Nor will it be lefs neceflary 
for this laudable purpofe, fometimes to record 
bad, as well as good a&ions, imprudences and le- 
vities, as well as wife and difcreet conduit. In 
this, I muft own, I (hall only have the merit of 
following the example fet me by feveral of thofe 
works which are profefledly written for the in-' 
ftru&ion of the female world. And indeed, how 
can Ladies be inftru&ed in morals, unlefs they 

know 
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know every fide of the queftion ? or how be 
taught to avoid the fnares and dangers of the 
world, unlefs they are let into the whole fecret : 
of their effedls and operation ? 

A Critical Review of Books will be my fourth. 
But here I have not the moft diftant thought of 
intermeddling with the property of fome worthy * 
men, whom I honour and efteem. Books of' 
Humour or of Philofophy, Belles Lettres, and 
Hiftory, if they be not the produftion of one who 
is, or may become my fubferiber, I will not cri- 
ticife. God forbid that I fhould pre fume to think 
myfelf qualified to judge and decide concerning, 
the merit of all forts of books. I will confine my 
remarks to Novels and Plays, referving to myfelf. 
the liberty of dipping into the fofteft kind of 
Poetry ; and even in this I will endeavour to 
avoid two things wherein my fellow-labourers in 
this harveft have frequently erred. In the firft 
place, I will on no account give the chara&er of 
a book, unlefs it has had the approbation of the. 
public for a dozen years at leaft. Singular as 
this may appear to be, it was the practice of the 
beft ancient critics. And, befides abridging my 
own labour, it will much abridge that of others :• 
for I myfelf, led to think favourably of a book 
by a fair chara&er in an old Review, have made 
a tedious and fruitlefs fearch for it in both public 
and private libraries. Secondly, For the mod 

part 
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part I will give my opinion in the way of fpeci- 
men and extrad only, I relu&antly cenfure an 
afibciation of men, who have fo often, and fo 
juftly, deferved well of mankind j but at all times 
I muft fpeak truth. And I am forced to fay, that 
my brethren, in criticifing various departments 
of Literature, have written fuch good fentences 
of their own, as frequently to lead both .them- 
selves and their readers quite away from the book 
they were giving an account of. This, to be 
fure, as Pope faid of his own Paftorals, though it 
is not criticifm, is fomething better ; but my mo- 
defty will not allow me to attempt it. 

As a little poetry is thought necefiary in works 
of this kind, I (hall referve my fifth department 
for the produ&ions of the Female Mufe. In this 
article I am excefiively nice and delicate. My 
ear is naturally good, and my underftanding as 
yet undebauched. At the fame time I muft con- 
fcfs, that what we find in the multitude of Mif- 
cellanies, which daily come abroad, is poetry 
highly feafoned and refined ; and were I well af- 
fured of the fex of the authors, I would not he- 
fitate to admit it into mine. But as this is 
doubtful, I fhall only propofe it as an excellent 
model to all my correfpondents. 

My fixth and la ft department I intend to make 
the largeft, and my endeavours ihall not be want- 
ing to make it the moil ufefuU It is wholly to 
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confift of Freethinking. A thoufand times have 
I been grieved to the foul, to think that that re- 
ligion which emancipates the human mind from 
folly and prejudice, that religion which M. de 
Voluire juftly ftiles the mild, the benevolent, the 
unperfecuting, fhould in a great meafure be con- 
fined to the moft worthlefs of the human race, 
whofe lives difcredit their profeffion ; of whom 
many, though they have not been perfecuted for 
their opinions, have yet fuffered for their crimes. 
Human laws, ever unmerciful, and I may add 
unjuft, to punifh thofe for their aftions, who have 
deferved rewards for the benevolence and free- 
dom of their thoughts ! In the fincerity of my 
heart, I hope none of the fair fex will think 
rafhly of my endeavours, fince I wifh to convert 
them to a new religion, merely that they may do 
honour to it. Left I fhould be fufpecled of va- 
nity, which of all weaknefles I hate the moft, I 
(hall fay nothing more, than that I intend to 
give to each number an engraving of fome wo- 
man who has diftinguifhed, or who may diftin- 
guifh herfelf, either by her adions or her writings. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

PROJECTOR LITERARIUS« 
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N°6i. Saturday, April i, 1786. 

TN treating of the moral duties which apply to 
different relations of life, men of humanity 
and feeling have not forgotten to mention thofe. 
which are due from Matters to Servants. No- 
thing indeed can be more natural than the attach- 
ment and" regard to which the faithful fervices 
of our domeftics are entitled ; the connection 
grows up, like all the other family-charities, in 
early life, and is only extinguiflied by thofe cor- 
ruptions which blunt the others, by pride, by 
folly, by diilipation, or by vice. 

I hold it indeed as the fure fign of a mind not 
poifed as it ought to be, if it is.infenfible to the 
pleafures of home, to the little joys and endear- 
ments of a family, to the affeclion of relations, 
to the fidelity of domeftics. Next to being well 
with his own confcience, the friendfhip and at- 
tachment of a man's family and dependents feems 
to me one of the moft comfortable circumftances 
in his lot. His fituation with regard to either, 
forms that fort of bofom comfort or difquiet that 
fticks clofe to him at all times and feafons, and 
which, though he may now and then forget it 
amidft the buftle of public, or the hurry of active 

life, 
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life, will refume its place in his thoughts, and its 
permanent effects on his happinefs, at every paufe 
of ambition or of bufinefs. 

In (ituations and with difpofitions fuch as mine, 
there is perhaps lefs merit in feeling the benevo- 
lent attachment to which I allude, than in thofe 
of perfons of more buttling lives and more dif- 
fipated attentions. To the Lounger, the home 
which receives him from the indifference of the 
circles in which he fometimes loiters his time, is 
naturally felt as a place of comfort and protection; 
and an elderly man-fefvant, whom I think I go- 
vern quietly and gently, but who perhaps quietly 
and gently governs me, I naturally regard as a 
tried and valuable friend. Few people will per- 
haps perfe&ly underftand the feeling I experience 
when I knock at my door, after any occafional 
abfence, and hear the hurried ftep of Peter on 
the flairs ; when I fee the glad face with which 
he receives me, and the look of honeft joy with 
which he pats Caefar (a Pomeranian dog who 
attends me in all my excurfions) on the head, 
as if to mark his kind reception of him too; 
when he tells me he knew my rap, makes his 
mode ft enquiries after my health, opens the door 
of my room, which he has arranged for my re- 
ception, places my flippers before the fire, and 
draws my elbow-chair to its ufual ftand ; I con- 
fefs I fit down in it with a felf-complacency 

which 
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which I am vain enough to think a bad man 
would be incapable of feeling. 

It appears to me a very pernicious miftake, 
which I have fometimes feen parents guilty of in 
the education of their children, to encourage and 
incite in them a haughty and defpotic, behaviour 
to their fervants ; to teach them an early, conceit 
of the difference of their conditions ; to accu£*>m 
them to confider the fervices of their attendants 
as perfe&ly compenfated by the wages they re- 
ceive, and as unworthy of any return of kindnefs, 
attention, or complacency. Something of this 
kind muft indeed neceffarily happen in the great 
and fluctuating eftablifhments of fafhionable life ; 
but I am forry to fee it of late gaining ground in 
the country of Scotland, where, from particular 
circumftances, the virtues and fidelity of a great 
man's houfehold were wont to be confpicuous, 
and exertions of friendfhip and magnanimity in 
the caufe of a mafter ufed to be cited among the 
traditional memorabilia of moft old families. 

When I was laft autumn at my friend Colonel 
Cau flic's in the country, I faw there, on a vifit to 
Mifs Cauftic, a young gentleman and his filler, 
children of a neighbour of the Colonel's, with 
whofe appearance and manner I was peculiarly 
pleafed.— " The hiftory of their parents," faid 
my friend, " is fomewhat particular, and I love 
to tell it, as I do every thing that is to the honour 

of 
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of our nature. Man is fo popr a thing taken in 
the grofs, that when I meet with an instance of 
noblenefs in detail, I am fain to reft upon it long, 
and to recal it often ; as, in coming hither over 
pur barren hills, you would look with double de- 
light on a fpot of cultivation or of beauty. 

" The father of thofe young folks, whofe looks 
you were (truck with, was a gentleman of confi- 
derable domains and extenfive influence on the 
northern frontier of our county. In his youth he 
lived, as it was then more the fafhion than it is 
now, at the feat of his anceftors, furrounded with 
Gothic grandeur, and compafled with feudal fol- 
lowers and dependents, all of whom could trace 
their connexion, at a period more or lefs remote, 
with the.famiJy of their chief. Every domeftic in 
his houfe bore the family name, and looked on 
himfelf as in a certain degree partaking its dig- 
nity and fharing it's fortunes. Of thefe, one was 
in. a particular manner thefavourite of his mafter, 
Albert Bane (the firname, you know, is generally 
loft in a name defcriptiye.of the individual) had 
been his companion from his infancy. Of an age 
fo much more advanced as to enable him to be a 
fort of tutor tor^is youthful lord, Albert had early 
taught him the rural exercifes and rural amufe- 
ments, in Avhich himfelf was eminently fkilful 1 
he had attended him in the courfe of his educa- 
tion at home, of his travels abroad, and was ftill 

the 
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the conftant companion of his excurfions and 
the aflbciate of his fports. 

<c On one of thofe latter occafions, a favourite 
dog of Albert's, whom he had trained himfejf, 
and of whofe qualities he was proud, happened to 
mar the fport which his matter expected, who, 
irritated at the difappointment, and having his 
gun ready cocked in his hand, fired at the ani- 
mal, which, however, in the hurry of his refent- 
ment, he-mifled. Albert, to whom Ofcar was as 
a child, remonftrated againft the rafhnefs of the 
deed, in a manner rather too warm for his matter, 
ruffled as he was with accident, and confcious of 
being in the wrong, to bear. In his paflion he 
ftruck his faithful attendant; who fuffered the 
indignity in filence, and retiring, rather in grief 
than in anger, left his native country that very 
night ; and when he reached the neareft town, 
enKfted with a recruiting party of a regiment 
then on foreign fervice. It was in the beginning 
of the war with France which broke out in *744> 
rendered remarkable for the rebellion which the 
policy of the French court excited, in which 
fome of the firft families of the Highlands were 
unfortunately engaged. Among thofe who join- 
ed the ftandard of Charles^ was the matter of 
Albert. 

" After the battle of Culloden, fo fatal to that 
party, this gentleman, along with others who 

had 
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had efcaped the (laughter of the field, fheltered 
themfelves from the rage of the unfparing fbl- 
diery, among the diftant receffes of their coun- 
try. To him his native mountains offered an 
afylum ; and thither he naturally fled for protec- 
tion. Acquainted, in the purfuits of the chace, 
with every fecret path and unworn track, he lived 
for a confiderable time like the deer of his foreft, 
clofe hid all day, and only venturing down at the 
fall of evening, to obtain from fome of his cot* 
tagers, whofe fidelity he could truft, a fcanty and 
precarious fupport. I have often heard him, for 
he is one of my oldeft acquaintances, defcribe 
the fcene of his hiding-place, at a later period, 
when he could recoiled it in its fublimity, with- 
out its horror."—" At times," faid he, u when 
I venture/! to the edge of the wood, among fome 
of,tncife inacceffible crags which, you remember 
a few miles from my houfe, .1 have heardun the 
paufes of the breeze whiph, rolled ftlema through 
the" pines .beneath me, the diftant Voices of die 
foldiers, (houting in anfwer to ione another 
airiidft their inhuman fearch. I have heard their 
fhouts re-eehoed from cliff to cliff, and feen re* 
fie&ed. from the deep ft ill lake below, the gleam 
of thofe fires which confumed the cottages of my 
people. Sometimes fhame and indignation well- 
nigh overcame my fear, and I have prepared to 
rufh down the fteep, unarmed as I was, and to 

die 
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die at once by the fwords of my enemies ; but the 
inftindtive love of life prevailed, and ftarting as 
the roe bounded by me, I have again fhrunk back 
to the flielter I had left. 

" One day," continued he, <c the noife was 
nearer than ufual ; and at laft, from the cave in 
Which I lay, I heard the parties immediately be- 
low fo clofe upon me, that I could diftinguifh the 
words they fpoke. After fome time of horrible 
fufpenfe, the voices grew weaker and more dif- 
tant ; and at laft I heard them die away at the 
further end of the wood. I rofe and ftole to the 
mouth of the cave ; when fuddenly a dog met me, 
and gave that fhort quick bark by which they 
indicate their prey. Amidft the terror of the 
circumftance, I was yet matter enough of myfelf 
to difcover that the dog was Ofcar \ and I own 
to you I felt his appearance like the retribution 
of juftice and of heaven.—- Stand! cried a threat- 
ening voice, and a foldier prefled through the 
thicket, with his bayonet charged. — It was Al- 
bert! Shame, canfufion, and remorfe, flopped 
my utterance, and I flood motionlefs before him. 
« My matter !" faid he, with the ftifled voice of 
wonder and of fear, and threw himfelf at my feet. 
I had recovered my recollection. " You are re- 
venged," faid I, " and I am your prifoner."— 
" Revenged ! Alas ! you have judged too hard- 
ly of me$ I have not 'had one happy day fince 

that 
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that fatal one on which I left my mailer ; but I 
have lived, I hope, to fave him. The party to 
which I belong are pafled ; for I lingered behind 
them among thofe woods and rocks, which I re- 
membered fo well in happier days. — There is, 
however, no time to be loft. In a few hours this 
wood will blaze, though they do not fufpedt that 
it flickers you. Take my drefs, which may help 
your efcape, and I will endeavour to difpofe of 
your.Si On the coaft, to the weflward, we have 
learned there is a fmall party of your friends, 
which, by following the river's track till duflc, and 
then linking over the fhoulder of the hill, you 
may. join without much danger of difcovery."— 
I felt the difgrace of owing fo much to him I had 
injured, and remonftrated againft expofing him 
to fuch imminent danger of its being known that 
he had favoured my efcape, which, from the tern*, 
per of his commander, I knew would be inftant 
death. Albert, in an agony of fear and diftrefs, 
befought me to think only of my own fafety.— 
" Save us both," faid he, " for if you die, I can- 
not live. Perhaps we may meet again ; bat 
whatever becomes of Albert, may the bleffing of 
God be with his matter !" 

Albert's prayer was heard. His mailer, by the 
cxercife of talents, which, though he had always 
poilefled, adverfity only taught him to ufe % 
quired abroad a ftation of equal honour and I 

2 lumentf 
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lument ; and when the profcriptions of party had 
ceafed, returned home to his own country, where 
he found Albert advanced to the rank of a lieute- 
nant in the army, to which his valour and merit 
had raifed him, married to a lady by whom he 
had got fome little fortune, and the father of an 
only daughter, for whom nature had done much, 
and to whofe native endowments it was the 
chief ftudy and delight of her parents to add every 
thing that art could beftow. The gratitude 
of the chief was only equalled by the happinefs 
of his follower, whofe honeft pride was not long 
after gratified by his daughter's becoming the 
wife of that mafter whom hi* generous fidelity 
had faved. That mafter, by ths clemency of 
more indulgent and liberal times, .was agaitf ft* 
fiored to the domain of his anceftors, afsrfhfi* 
the fatisfa&ion of feeing the grandfon of Albtft 
enjoy the hereditary birthright of his «ace» I ac- 
companied Colonel Cauftic on a vtfit to this 
gentleman's houfe, and- was delighted to dbferve 
his grateful attention to his father-in*l*w, as 
well as the unaffuming happinefs of th&good old 
man, confeious of the perfefl: reward which his 
former fidelity had met with. Nor did it efcape 
my notice, that the fweet boy and girl, who had 
been our guefts at the Colonel's, had a favourite 
brown and white fpaniel, whom they careffed 
j^pi after dinner, whofe name was Of car. 
Z 
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N,° 62. Saturday, April 8, 1786. 

Abfentem rufticus urbem y 
Tollis adaftra levis. Holt. 

To the Author of the Lounger. 



SIR, Mujhroom-Hall, \Ji April 1786. 

*TpHE indulgence which you fliowed to my 
correfpondence when in town, emboldens 
me to hope for the fame favourable reception of 
my letters from the country. Here, Mr. Loun- 
ger, I have much more time to write j but un- 
fortunately I have much fewer fubjefls ; and thofe 
too none of the moft enlivening. I think therfc 
is a fort of fatality in it, that I am always in low 
fpirits when I fit down to write to you. Thefe 
conftant eafterly winds do affeS one's nerves fo ! 

I told you in myiaft, that' my fifter-in-law 
talked of going to London, and perhaps to the 
Continent; and how unwilling I fhould be to 
accompany her. She is aftually gone fome. weeks 
ago, and I was not afked to be of the party ; hflfc 
file has taken her favourite Mifs -Gu]lo y becau^F 
• Vol. II. M fhe 
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fhe can talk French a little more glibly, having 
been bred at a London boarding- fchool ; though 
my French mafter fays it is execrable patois, and 
won't be under flood by people of fafhion. Well ! 
I don't defire to detract from any body ; but fome 
people are lingular in their favourites. But it 
don't fignify \ "we can be very happy at home, 
though it was a little crofs to leave Edinburgh 
juft when one had got into the humour of it; 
and when one began to know people a little, and 
people began to know one, *which takes fome < 
time, you know, Mr. Lounger, efpecially with 
people who are not quite fo forward as feme j 
people, who are .greater favourites with fome 
people than other people are. 

You muft know that our fociety ia Edinburgh 
had latterly become much more agreeable tome, 
from our intimacy with ^/Itu &ztf/i, who came 
lately frQra Spa, wtiere fhe had gone for the re- J 
covery of her health, being vaftly (ubje& to low 
fpirits whenever- fhe remains long in this climate. 
JVIrs. Rattle yvas pkafed to take very particular 
notice of me, being delighted, (he faid, with a 
certain naivete.^ of. which I was.pofleflejl j though 
]Mrs» Mufhroom, who was jealous 'of 'her atten* 
}ion to me, faid it was only becaufe I was the 
beft hearer of her acquaintance, fie that as it 

«y, fhe was always remarkably civil and 
iging to me, ; declared fhe looked upon aic as 

her 



d by Google 



t*>6t. THE LOUNGER. 243 

her particular protegee ; and that, except one or 
two gentlemen with whom (he had been acquaint- 
ed abroad, I was the only perfon to whom fhe 
gave the conftant entree to her boudoir. I was 
•invited to mod of her parties, which made the 
town appear quite a different thing to me from 
what it did when I wrote to you laft. Unfor- 
tunately thefe pleafant days did not laft long ; my 
dear Mrs. Rattle was fuddenly taken ill foon after 
her huiband's arrival in Edinburgh (for he did not 
come till fame time after her), and was obliged to 
leave town without being able to fee even me. My 
brother abd Mrs. Mufhroom, as I mentioned 
before, have fet off for London with Mifs Gufto; 
and fo, Mr. Lounger, I am come back to the 
country again. 

- 4 1 haif 6ut a very diiagreeable journey of it, tho» 
my maid (who wa$ my fifter-in-law tSl ffie gat 
'a gentlewoman of Mifi Gufto^ recommending) 
and a very good fort of a young man, to whom 
my brother has prom Hed a church on *n eftate he 
has bought lately, took all poffible care of m^ by 
the wfy.* But the roads were miferaWy bad, and 
the poff-chaifes tettibfy jolting and urieafy.-^-— 
Though we tilt fo much of improvements, there 
mufl f ertaitrly he a great change tb the worfe in 
that, article 5 for I remember travelling part of 
that road once liefprei along with my mother, m 
the drHgence, which we found a very ctmfoPttble 
M 2 eafy 
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eafy fort of machine ; and the roads were then 
remarkably fmoptfr 4nd well made. Nor is 4he 
accommpdation at the inns lefs fallen off frojp 
what it.wasat thpttime, ., . ., - ,, * 

The -weather has. been dreadfuLilnce my arri> 
val ; and I have been perfe£Uy ftarved with cold 
ever fince I reached my father's ; yet they tell 
me it was ftill colder fome weeks. before; tho* 
I am Aire it was not fo with us in town. Ex- 
cept one-flight at the play, when it was a verjr 
thin houfe, moft of the falhionable company baar-*. 
ing gonpto theDanciitgDqgs\.9Ltid one other time, 
when I wafted a great while, in the. lobby of- ihe 
affembly-room for my fitter and another lady, 
who h^d dined at Mrs. MU^ighi% 1. don't recoi- 
led having felt it difagreeably cold all ^e. t^me 
I was in .Edinburgh. On that laft QC^aft^nl 
caugjit a Jitjtle cold* .whicl}, however, .h^s. Beep 
infinitely \noik fince I removed to the; country ; 
tho' they fay changp of air is good for a coughs 
I have /ouqd mine much more troujblefome bene 
than in Edinburgh. Indqed* ane,c?nnpt ftir o*t 
of dopj-s, without wetting one's feet ; and I was 
t'other .<fo£ over the {hoes in dirt, going to fee my 
brothpifr Temple of Venus, which one of Jii$ ifer*. 
proving adyifcrs, I?j\ — ~*+ 9 planned for himlaft 
autumn, ■ ¥]et the Do&or was at no fmall pains 
making a wait to It, which confumed* *$ he Cold 
us, Lord Jkntws how many w«ggon4oads> of 

gran^l; 
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gtavd ; but unfortunately one of the twf/is led 
into a bog 5 for it is fo artfully twffted, that I 
have heard the Do&or fay, the Templtf, Vhich is 
fcarce too yards from the houfe as the crow flies, 
is a >good half mile off by ihtfeYpentine. * I am 
Aire I' thought it far enough when they would 
needs have me go and vifit it, Befides, one 
medts cattle in this field, and dogs in that 5 ; and 
they are eettaittly' grown tnuch worfe-itttufed 
fince I left the country;', 

I ahiglaH, however, to take a long walk, tho* 
itlhduld tie fome'what dirty and diiagrtlhible, to 
pafs'offa while of the mprning (afternoon they 
call It here)' from otii'to three, as well' as 'to get 
a tftde Weatied, that I may be able to fleep when 
We gdtb'bed by eleven. My cough jjlagues me 
fttarH the night long, and then Ihear fonrte of the 
out AO^^door ' Servants getting 'tip 'wheh *• I' have 
fca£de flept a wink. It was but this very morning 
they b*6k*lX)& one of the cbarmingfcft dreams !— 
Methdlight I was at the Mafquerade, (what a 
crafc -thing it was, Mr. Xrocmger* to give up the 
Mafquerade !) and^ there was my fifter-rn-law, 
and j Captain >*Goupie> and- Mife Gujify and Lady 
Rmipus\ antf JWrs. Rattle, and goodnefe knows 
how. many fine people befides ; aad a Highlander 
in .his plaid and.philabeg followed me up and 
down* and I was told it was a Duke in dif- 
guifej and methought I was juft (landing up to 
M 3 dance 
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dance a Strathfyty with him — when I was waked 
by one of our brutes in the ft able -yard bawling 
out fomething about the firft yoking with the 
broyen mare* — I could have cried, Mr. Lounger, 
when I thought that it was but a dream ! and I 
had nobody whom I could even tell it to here ; 
for neither my. mother nor fitters know any 
thing about a mafquerade, and they never faw 
Qaptaii} Coupee, nor Mifs Gufto, nor Lady 
Rumpus, nor Mrs. Rattle. 
- The Horns/puns y indeed, are very good girls, 
and they come to me as often as their father will 
let them > and we have long conversations about 
Edinburgh, and what I faw and heard there j 
apd they are fo charmed with what I tell tbitti, 
and fo diftratfed to g$t thither \ t^e foroetimes 
fit up taMcmg:of,it ttrcior thre£ hours after all 
the reft of the family are quiet* v My fifttr-in* 
law* to fay> truth, has not been unmindful of us 
fkvce fl^.has been gone, but has fent us doyn, 
among other thing?,* 3 parcel . of new books and 
Magazine .which I <no# and then read to the 
Homefpuns at thofe fittings- up of ours. I. dare 
rtotlend them a reading ofafly,finta their father 
took it into his head tq burn one for having a 
new tite-a-th* in it. 

To. be fure Mr. Homefpun js a v^ry odd fort 
of a man, and jf it were not for, Mrs. Homefputv 
there would be no bearing of him j he »* always 

railing 
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railing at fine gentlemen, and fine ladies, and 
new fafhions ~ he is certainly ten times more rude 
and difagreeable than he was before I went to* 
town ; and he fays, that fince I came, I have in- 
fected his daughters with ridiculous fmall waifH 
and large heads j and yet their mother and they 
all agree how much better they look fince I; 
brought them their new fiays and heads. The 
firft day they walked over here to welcome me 
home, they looked fo red and fo blowzy-, I thought 
I never faw two fuch frights in my life ; I could 
hardly believe they were the fame- girts I had 
left but four months before ; and they were both 
aftonifhed at my improvement in* fo fliDrta time;, 
Aiily the eldeft thought, as (he has cbnfefled td 
fhe fince, 'that my complexion was Ib'mewhafr 
it the paleft. Now, to teir you a fecr^t, Mr, 
Lounger, I can mend that when I chafe,' though 
I never ventured to try but onoe y for diverfion's 
/ake, that I rubbed a very little out of Mrs. Rat* 
tie's French box on my cheeks r and every body 
cftterved how handfome I looked that day, and 
what a fparkle my eyes had ;. but I did not let 
any body know how they came by it. 

* Indeed, if there is any fin in't, I am fure it te 
not worth the while here ; for there is nobody to 
fee one needs care how one looks for, I ufed to bfe 
joked about our neighbour young Uroadcaji, who 
is reckoned one of the bed matches in our h«igh^ 
M. 4, bourhood^ 
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kom*hood, and my father brought him tft JGje m* 
the very day after my arrival.,. But he* i§ grojYA 
fo fat and fo coarfe fificej, left this^ arid tal,ks#fld 
laughs fo loud, find (peaks of riqthihg if but tbff- 
value of fand, and the laying out of farms ! I re- 
ceived him very coldly, and he has not come back 
fince : For my own part, I don't care if he fhould 
never come back. 

■ There is, however, fome pieafure in dre/Eog. 
one's felf, to have the amufernent of making the 
people (tare and wonder as they do. It is very 
diverting to me to hear the obfervationsof fome 
of the good ladies, our neighbours, when I put 
on fome of my town things, on purpofe to pr6- 
vokfc them. La ! what a head ! — Good graci- 
ous ! what a neck !— and mercy upon us ! what 
a bunch behind !— Sunday laft, being the firlt 
opportunity for my appearing in public, I refolv- 
ed to make a figure ; and fo I went to church 
with my head as well curled as my maid and I 
could make it, my neweft-fafhioned hat, and a 
round hoop Mrs. Mufhroom had juft fent me 
from London. Would you think it, Mr. Loun- 
ger, I had like to have been mobb'd in the 
coming out ? and the people followed the car- 
riage till it came to the church-way ford \n our 
way home. 

But this will only do now and then ; and, on 
the whole, I find my time hang very heavy oa 

my 
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ffty hands ; though 1 try all I can to coax away 
tf great part of the day too. As I am a perfon oF 
fome c'onfequencc fince'my late journey to town, 
they indulge me a good dea 1 ) in the difpofaj of my^ 
time, even' though it fometirhes runs'a little crofs 
to trie regularity of theirs j only my father jgrowls 
now and then ; but we don't mind that much. 
I feldom rife till near eleven, and generally breajc- 
f alt In bed, 1 read the newfpapers my brother 
fends down, all except the* politics. I ftr'oll out, 
as I told you before, between one aqd three; 
then, if I drefs, or perhaps alter the fit of , my 
cap, or change my feathers before the.glafs ? T am 
feldom ready till lorig'pa ft dinner-time j triev put 
it back an hour ever fincc my brother came firft 
home. In the evening I play the new minuet^, 
teach my filters cards, or we guefs the riddles in , 
trie "Lady's Magazine; and I think of the Pro* . 
menade in Prince's- Street^ and of Dunn's rooms, 
anoTof being in Edinburgh next winter if I.ca.n. t 

I am fold there is to be a ball in our county- i 
town, when the Judges come this way on -their. t 
circuit, in about a fortnight hence, which the 
Home/puns talk of with great glee. And they tell 
me there is a fet of players whp are to perform 
there at that time, and the German Tumbler with 
his bear and dogs. But, for my part, I have 
very little inclination to go. After feeing 'La- 
majhy and Wiljon, and Rippling \ not to mention' 
M 5 Woods 
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Woods and Mrs. Crawford* — But above? all, to 
think of the German Tumbler after Richer and 
Dubois ; and his dogs forfooth, after the dear 
little dogs at the Black Bull f— Oh \ Mr- 
Lounger, as Macbeth fays. 

What a falling off is there f 

It will be really companionate in you to give 
lis a paper now and then about what is going oit 
in town. And do, Mr. Lounger, let there be 
plenty of characters in it. 1 have told the Home- 
fpuns the owners of all the characters in your 
paper, from the very beginning, without miffing 
one. For, believe me, I am, dear, Mr. Lounger, 
whether in town or country, your conftant 
reader and admirer, i 

MARJORY MUSHROOM. 
Z 
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N° 63. Saturday, April 15, 1786a 

An is mhi liber tui muVter imptratf cuA'kges im* 
ppntt prafcrihiti vetat quod vidttnr ? 

ClCEROS 

To the Lounczr. . . 



J* 'KM a middle-aged gentleman, pofleflecl'of a> 
* moderate income, arifing chiefly from the 
promts of an office, of which the emolument is 
tnote than fufficient to compensate the degree of 
labour with which the difcharge of its duties i$ 
attended. About rtiy foTty-fifth year I became 
tired of the bachelor- ftate; and taking the hint 
from fome little twinges of the gout, I began to 
think, it was full time for me to look out for art 
agreeable help*mate.. The laft of the juvenile 
taftes that foffakes a man is his admiration of 
youth and beauty ; and I own I was fo far from 
being infenfible to thefe attractions, that 1 fete 
myfelf fometimes tempted to play the fool, and 
marry for io?e. I had fenfe enough, however, to 
M 6 " refift 
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refift this inclination, and, in my choice of a wife, 
to facrifice rapture and romance to the profpe&of 
cafe and comfort. I wedded the daughter of jsl 
country gentleman of fmall fortune, a lady much 
about my own time of life,, who bore the cbacaq-i 
ter of a difcreet prudent woman, who. waft a. 
firanger to fafhionable folly and diflip^tion pf 
every kind, and whofe higheft merit was tbat t of 
an excellent houfewife. . >.* 

When I begin by telling you that I repent of. 
my choice, you will naturally fuppofe, Mr. Loun- 
ger (a very common cafe), thsft I have been 
deceived in the idea I had formed of my wife's 
character. Not at all* Sir ; I found it.tjrue to a 
tittle. She is a perfect paragon of prudence and ■ 
difcretion. Her moderation is exemplary inithc 
higheft degree $ and as to oeconofny, (hs is all 
that I expedled, and a great deal more too* . JCgp,, 
will afk, then, of what it is, that I ccgnptyp ? :a 
I fhall lay my grievances before you .^itJipHf. • 
referve. ..-;..: 

A man, Sir, who, with no bad difppfitions, ' 
and with fome pretentions to common, feofe,. has . 
arrived at the age of five-and-forty, njay be pre*- 
fumed to have formed for himfelf a plan of life, 
which he will not care b?ftily to relinquiflj, mere- 
ly to gratify the caprices of another, I entered 
the matrimonial ftate with a firm refolution not 
to quarrel with my wife for trifles $ but really, 
6 Sir, 
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Sir, the facrifices daily exa&ed on my part, and 
the mortifications I have been forced to fubmit 
to, are at length become fo numerous and (a 
intolerable, that- 1 muft either come tp a down- 
right rupture, or be hooted at for a filly fellow by 
all my acquaintance. 

Before I married, having, as I already inform- 
ed you, a decent income, I thought myfelf en- 
titled to many of thofe Kttle indulgences to which 
a focial difpofition inclines a man who is pofiefled 
of the means of gratifying it. The neceflary bufi- 
nefs in which my office engaged me occupying 
faveral hours of the day, it was my higheft plea- 
fure'to pafs the evenings with a few fenfible 
friends, either, at my own lodgings, at/theirs, or 
irs the taverru I found myfelf likewife a very 
welcome' gueft in many refpe&able families, 
w , herfe, as the humour ftrucfc me, I could^go in 
at any hour, and take my part of a domeftie meal 
without the formality of an invitation. I was a 
member too of a weekly club, which met op the 
Saturday evenings, moft of them people of talents, 
and fome of them not unknown in the world of 
letters. Here the entertainment was truly Attic* 
A fingle bottle was the modicum, which no maa 
was allowedto exceed. Wit and humour flowed ' 
without rafervej where all were united by the 
bonds -of intimacy ; and learning loft her gravity 

over 
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*ver the enlivening glafs. O no fit: ccen^iu 
Deamf 

As my profeffibn was a fedentary one, I kept, 
fir the fate of exercife y a couple of good geld- 
ings, and at my leifure hours contrived frequently 
to indulge myfelf in a fcampcr of a doxen mile* 
into the country. It was my pride to keep my 
horfes in excellent order ;. and, when debarred' 
by bufinefs front riding them, I conibled myfelf 
With a viilt to the (table. Shooting was likewife- 
a favourite amufement; and, though I could not: 
often indulge it, I had a brace of fpringitigfpa- 
riiels, and a couple of excellent pointers. In* 
fhort, between my bufinefs 1 and amufement, my- 
time paffed mbft* delightfully 5 and I really be- 
lieve I was one of the happieft bachelors in Greatt 
Britain. * 

Alas, Sir, how little dd we knoW fthaHis for 
our good ! Like the poor gentteffiah'who killed' 
himfelf by taking phyfic when he w*a* in health *,, 
I wanted to be happier than I Was, and Ihave 
made myfelf miferable. 

My wife's ruling paiEon is, the care of futurity.. 
We had not been married above a month Before 
flxe found my fyftem, which was to enjoy the pre- 

* Mr. Eafy alludes to the Italian epitaph, « Si ova fort, mJ 
perfiar megltih ft* f«v 

1 tent/ 
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fent, was totally inconfiftent with thdfe provU 
dent plans fee had formed in the view of a variety 
of future contingencies-, which* if but bareljr 
poffible, fee looks upon as absolutely certain* 
Tile prtfpe& of an increafb to our family (thought 
we have now lived five years together,, without 
the fhralteft fymfltom of any fuch accident) ha* 
been thecaufeof a total revdutton-of ourdomeftie 
^economy, and a relinquishment* on my party 
of all the comforts of my life* The God o£ 
Health* we are informed, was gratified by the 
facrifice of a cock $ but the God of Marriage, it 
would feem,. is n0t>fo eafily propitiated ; for I. 
have facrifced to him: my horfes r my dogs, and 
even my friends* without theimaHeft profpeft of 
fecuring his favour* 

In acconnlplifhing this oecohomical re&rtna- 
titHi* noywiFe difplayed no fmall addrefs. Lord* 
Sir^ what w*ys women have of working out their 
prints! . She began .by giving me frequent hints 
of theiieceffity there Was of cutting off all fuper- 
fiuoits expences ; and frequently admonifeed mfey 
tbat it was better to fave. while our family wis 
fmall, than to retrench when it grew larger*; 
When ike perceived that this argument had very 
little force (as indeed it grew $?ery day w$ake* )*+ 
and that there was nothing to be done by general 
admonition, She found it neceflary to come to 
particulars* She endeavoured to convince jne, 

that 
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that Iwas chewed ft* ewy artible of tHy ; fa- 
mily expenditure. It is a principle w*rrh ,; heiy * 
that all fervants are thieves. When-*fiey dlleK 
themfclves to be hired, ff they demand whV 
file thinks high wagts* fte cannot? afford td pif' 
at the rate of a Duchefs ; if their demand*is Hitf*"'- 
derate, flie Js^ftore they m«ft make -it up *y Heal J- 
ing. To prove their toonefty, fte lays tempta- 
tions in their wfcyy ami w*t€h& in & dSrAW M- 
eatch them in the fa£h In thefirflrfifc month* 
after our marriage, Ave had five fwrch-wwrahts 
in the houfe. , My girDom {^» h<orieft-a>feH«# 
as ever handled a curry-comb) was4i*ft£bd for r 
embezzling oats v and; though tlie -fleet fittes?<of 
my geldings gave ftrong tefomanyto' his inflow 
grity, he was turned off at a day's wimtapj^ 
This I foon found ^ras bat a prelirde-to«ar merer 
ferious attack.; aad the battery was leveUnLHtr* 
qitarterwhere I w& b«t too vulnerable, i never 
went out .to ridey btrt:I .founding pooripotfe.'itt f 
tears at my return. She* had an- uncle, St«Swmsj 
who broke hit coUar*b«ne; by* faH from tt horfe* 
My pointers ft retched ttpofu the "heartir, were 
never beheld by her Without uneaftnefev They 
brought to her mind a third ootifirftftto toft a 
finger by the bnrftirtgof avfo^lihgf-pfecei 4nd 
fhe had. a fad preferitimenry- that' my^parfficm for 
fport might. make her one day the'riioft'ttiftfabte 
of women*"" Sure, my dear/* l ihe wtfukHay^. 
1 - " you 
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" you would not, for the fake of a trifling grati- 
fication to«yourielf, render your poor wife con- 
ftantly unhappy ! Yet . I ro.uft be fa while you 
keep-thofe vicious horfes aijd nafty cur*." What 

couj4 I do, Siri A raau would net chufe to 

pafe for, a barbarian* 

It was a more difficult taflc to wean me from 
thofe fecial enjoyments I have mentioned, and to : 
cure me^f a dangerous appetite I*had for the 
company of my friends* If I pafied the^evening 
in a tavern, I was 6i!fc to have a fermon againft 
intemperance, a warning of the vifible decay of 
mycxroftttutk>n,atKt *<moft moving complaint 
of the heavinefe of thofe folitary hours which Arc 
fpettt in'iriy^abfeneev Thofe hours indeed 4he 
attempted fometitnes to ffeortefl, by fending my 
fcrvant toacquafcrt -me," that fte had gone to bed' 
ina\i^x)6cd. kites' device, however, after two or 
three *epctitfetos?« being fmoked by my com pa* 
irions^I Wastfefccd tto;vindicwe my honour be-" 
fore tfiem,? byskkking the meffenger downftairs. 

Matters were yet worfe with irie, when I ven- 
tured *o irtvitemy old cronies ~to a friendly fup- 
per/at my owttkoufc. "In piece of that eafe and 
freedom which indicates a cordfohecejkron/tbey 
found, on my wife's part, T a cold* and ftiff forma- 
lity wbidi reprefied all fecial enjoyment ; and 
the nonfenfical parade of a figure of empty flieyv 
upon the table, which convinced them of the 

trouble 
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trouble their vifit bad occafioned. Under this 
impreifion, yoa may believe, there is no great 
danger of a debauch in my houfe. Indeed my 5 
wife commonly fits aut the company* If it hap- 
pens otherwife, we have a ftated allowance of 
wine ; and if more is called for, it is fo long in 
coming, that my friends take the bint, and wifh. 
me a good night. 

But t even were I more at liberty to indulge my 
fecial difpoikion than X unfortunately find my- 
felf, there are other reafans, no lefs powerful 
which would prevent me from inviting apy friend* 
to my houfe. My wife, Sir, is absolutely unfit 
for any kind of rational conyerfa^on. Bred from, 
her infancy under an o)d maiden aunf*. who had 
the management of, her father's hoi^eji^ld and 
country farm, fli* has no. other tdea^thaq what 
are accommodated to that ftation. Unluckily, 
her tranfplantation to town, by removing her 
from her calves, her pigs* and her poultry, ha* 
given her fewer opportunities of delaying the 
capital: flock of her knowledge* Sfc ftil) finds, 
however, a tolerable variety of conversation* in 
the rife and fall of the markets* the qualities and 
prices of butcher-meat, the making of potatoe- 
ftarch* the comparative excellence of Leith and 
KenQngton candles, and many other topics of 
equally amufing difquifition.v Serioufly, Sir* 
when alone, I can find refuge in my. books ; but 

when 
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-when with her in company* fhe never opens her 
mouth, but I am in terror for ywbat is to come 
out of it. 

I fhould perhaps complain the lefs of being re-r 
duced to this ftate of involuntary domefii cation, 
if I faw any endeavours on her part to make my 
home fomewhat comfortable to me. I am no 
epicure^Mr. Lounger 5 but I own to you I like a 
good dinner, and have fomehow got the reputa-^ 
tion of being a pretty good judge of wines. In 
this laft article I piqued myfelf on having a cri- 
tical palate; and this my friends knew fo well* 
that t was generally ctmful ted when their cellars 
needed a fupply, and was Aire to be fummoned. 
tagive ftoy* opinion at the opening of a new hogf- 
liead or the piercing of a butt* You may be> 
Heve I took tare that my own fmall flpck o( 
liquor* fhould not difcredit my reputation 3 and I 
have often, with fome exultation, heard it re- 
Marked, that there was no fuch claret in Edin- 
burgh 'a^Bob Etfy's yttioib fed. . 

'Good claret, which I have long beenaccuftom- 
tfd to confider as vtfaftatta /or all diforders, my 
Wife l6oks upon sfsrlittte better than flovV poifon* 
She h;' convinced of its pernicious effe&s both on 
toy purTe arid cbnirkution, and recommends to 
the, for^the fake of both 1 , fome brewed ftuff of 
her omV'WHch fhe dighifies with the name or' 
Vfinej frut which to -me feems nothing but ill- 

ferm exited 
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fermented vinegar. She tells, with much fatif* 
fa&ion, how Che has paffed hei* turrant nine for 
cape y and her goofeberry for champalgne j but, for" 
toy part, Inevertafte them without feeling very 
difagreeable effe&s from it ; and I once drank; 
half a bottle of her champaigne y which gave mc a 
cholic for a week. 

In the article of vi&uals, I am doomed to yet 
greater mortification. Here, Sir, my wife's fru- 
gality rs rfifplayedr in a moft remarkable manner. 
As every thing is to be bought when at the loweft 
price, flie lays in during the fummer all her 
ftores for the winter. For fix months we~ live 
tipon fait provifions, and the reft of the year on 
fly-blown lamb and ftale rriutton. If a joint is 
roafted the one day, it is ferved cold the next, 
and haflied on the day following. All poultry is 
Contraband; Fife (unlefs fait herrings and dried 
ling, when got a bargain) I am never allowed to 
tafte. 

Thus mortified in my appetites, divorced as I 
am from my friends, having " loft all my mirth, 
and foregone all cuftom of my exercife," I am 
told that even my face and figure are totally 
changed ; and, in place of the jolly carelefs air 
of a bon vivanty I have got the fneaking look and 
ftarved appearance of a poor wretch efcaped from 
a fpunging-houfe, and dreading a dun in every 
rjuman being that accofts him.— That it (hould 

come 
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come to this ! — But I am determined no longer 
to endure it. My wife {hall reac} this letter in 
my x prefence ; and, while fbe contemplates her 
own pifture, I fliall take my meafures according 
to the efFe&it produced on her. : If {he takes it 
as flae ought, 'tis well ;— if not, and a rupture is 
the confequence, ftill better— I {hall be my own 
man again. 

I ani, SIR, yours, &c, 

ROBERT EASY. 
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N° 64. Saturday, April 22, 1786. 
To the Author of the Loiwgex. 

*TpHAT diftrefs finds fbme confolation from 
revealing its misfortunes, is a trite obfer- 
vation, which perhaps is in no inftance CRpre 
ftrongly felt, than where we have ojirfelve* to 
blame for our calamities. There i^fopietljipg 
in making a coaifeffion, though but 91X, .paper 
(even if it fhould mver be conjmunicatfdfil^j^y 
one), which unloads the raw nd of a Wf!ftght,that 
bears it down in fecret; arid though .ifcqannot 
pluck the thorn from memory, ha$ aejrtaip]y ( the 
effeft of blunting i ts poignancy. —»§**  $$tj$i$n 9 
Sir, to tell you, or to wiite as if, I Wfr^tcjling 
you, how unhappy I am, and by what meaqs I 
have become fo. ..■♦>,, 

I was left by my father at the agc.pf thjriifen, 
the eldeft of two daughters, under the chacgt of 
one of the heft and mod indigent of plotters. 
Our circumftances were affluent, our foc^ty re- 
fpe&able, and our education, from its very com- 
mencement, 
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snencemeht, had been attended to with care, and 
provided for with the utmoft liberality. No in- 
ftru&ion was negle&ed, no accomphfliment un- 
attended to. In attaining thefe, my After was 
not quite fo fortunate as I. Born, as I have been 
often told, with uncommon quicknefs of parts, I 
found no difficulty in mattering the ftudies that 
were taught me, or of acquiring the embellifh- 
ments it was wifhed I fhould acquire. My fifter 
was often deficient in the one and awkward at 
the other. She poffefled, however, a found, 
plain underftanding, and an excellent temper* 
My fuperiority never excited envy in her, and I 
think never vanity in me. We loved one ano- 
ther moil fincerely ; and after fome years had 
blunted the grief which my mother felt for her 
hufband's death, there were, I believe, few hap- 
pier families than ours. 

Thbugb ouraffe£Uons were cordial, however, 
our difpofitions were very different. My fifter 
was contented to think as other people thought, 
and to feel as other people felt; (he rarely ven- 
tured to fpeculate in opinion, or to foar in fancy. 
I was often tempted to rejefl, if not to defpife, 
the common opinions of mankind, and to create 
to myfelf a warco, and, I am afraid, a vifionary 
pt&ure of happinefs, arifiag from a highly refined 
(enfibility. My mother was at pains to combat 
thefe enthufiaftic ideas, and to represent the dan- 
ger 
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ger of indulging in them. From a <k%£, per- 
haps, of overcoming that tendency towaids thqp 
which (he perceived in raq t her ciiicputfe* whett 
we were alone, almoft conftantly ,tur««l~aii t^ 
v jfubje<SL As flic always allowed us. theii^WtJ^i^ 
argument with her, I ftood up in thefe cooyQj^ 
tions the warm defender of my owo m^xim^ in 
contradi&ion to thofe prudent ones which fhs t$f 
cofrimended. Her's, I am perfuaded* admitted 
o? better reafoning ; but my caufe gave greater 
fbom for eloquence. AH my little talents igre|£ 
exerted in the conteft ; and I have often $n£$ 
tffeught that my mother had from natur^ a tjfflt 
l&Tny Tide of the queftion, which all ^*w[fdgj» 
sMl Experience had not been able, to ppffrcgH) 
/hat trough fhe conftantly applauded thejjfud|p$$ 
tyftOaitif my filler, fhe.was in truth. mh$ifafii4 
£o f m!ne, and vain of that abilitjpwith >flhk£tdf;» 
fenced it. However that^inight bc^.J &$$£ 
always* fofe from the difput^ mqjfc *&$ mjg? 
convinced of the juftnefs of my own opu&tyg? 
and proud of that fupei;iority whiyh I thqugh* 
they Conferred on me. . \ .. t „ . , a \ 

We had not long attained' a marriagea^ ag^, 
when we found ourfelves furroupd^/rith #&fy 
whom the world terms admirers. Qur naothoc'f: 
benevolence and fweetnefs of. temper inclined hetf' 
to fociety, and we were too innocent foi prudery j 
we had therefore a number of vifitors af the other 

ftx, 
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ftx, iharty of whom were fo particular in fheir 
attentions, that wpmen who wifhed to botft of 
contjuefts, woiild have called them lovers. With 
us they did n4>t always affume that title ; my fifler 
it& too prudent, and I was too nice, ^afily to 
believe a man a lover. 

Among thofe, however, were two gentlemen, 
vhofe attachment was declared to me in terms 
too ftrdng to be mifundedtood. Floras perfon 
was univerfaily allowed to be handfome ; raaoy, 
dP whom I was one, thought it elegant. With 
external accomplifhments his education had fur<* 
milled him; his manner was eafy and unembar* 
radfeti ; fome called ft afluming, I thought it M~ 
tffML His converfatiori was full of the language 
©Hfciiffbility ; in my idea it fpoke a mind replete! 
#Hff feiifibility itfelf. Other' people fometiittes 
ftrfp^fted Kim of ftiallownefs and affeftttion ; I 
praifttJ Him for avoiding the pedantry of know- 
feijje, *nd thfc rufticity of men proud of its ac- 
qiflfctnesnts; 

* ' JtttiilidSr was the only fon of a particular friend 
of my mother's, and therefore a a a very inti- 
mate ?Wdtm£ in our family. My mother, with 
tfhdm'hp ^^ '* favourite, difcovered in him a. 
grettt? ffrftVPof' good fenfe aftd of iifeful know- 
ledge: I wraS llruck with the inelegance of his 
appearance and addrefs, and the want ofreftne-* 

ment in his fentiments and converfation. His 
Vot.H. N goodneft 
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goodncfs and candour were often the topics of 
my mother's commendation; I remarked his 
want of difcernment, and the coldnefc of his at- 
tachments and averfions. My mother often re- 
peated her own eulogiums of Alcander, and (he 
criticifms of the world on Florio ; I always heard 
her with a determined oppofition of fentiment, 
and therefore rofe from the converfation more 
averfe to the firft, and more attached to the lat- 
ter. Alcander, after perfifting for foroetime un- 
der a very marked difincKnation to Jbim, gaye up 
the purfuit; bufc'M-he ft HI continued his vifits to 
the family, particularly during any occaftonal ab- 
fcncdf of mine he transferred by degrees his affec- 
tions to my fitter. When he had ceafed to be my 
lover, I was willing. to be very much his friend : 
My mother had always fhewn her partiality in 
his favour $ my ftftcr was won by bis virtues, and " 
after fome time, became his wife. 

Florio's fuit to me was oppoietl by my mother 
with rather more vebemerise than was natural to> 
her. She often tin&fted op tfo infatuation^ as 
{he called it, of that decep$iptf : which I was un- 
der with regard to him, * deception which fhe 
predicted I fhoi*ld oneda^be convinced t of. Her 
oppofition, however, thojigh it over- ruled my 
conduct, never overcame my attachment : I would 
not be his without the confent of my mother $ 
but my affe&ion it was not in her power to 
% (hake. 
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fhake. Her love for me .overcame her resolu- 
tion ; and at laft fee gave, however unwillingly^ 
my hand to Florio. 

I was now the happreft of women. The fcenea 
I had often pictured of conjugal tendernefs and 
domeftic happinefs, I thought now realized in the 
pofleffion of a man who, I had taught rnyfelf to 
believe, was to love me for ever, and was himfelf 
every thing I ought to love; and I often looked 
with a degree of pity on the fituatron of my fil- 
ter, whofe happinefs (far fee called it happinefs). 
with Alcandcr was of a kind fo inferior to mine. : 

How long this lafted I cannot exa&ly &y.. I 
fear I begun to be unhappy long before I would 
allow rnyfelf to believe it. I have often wept 
alone at the coldnefs and negle& of Florio, when 
on meeting him, a few word? of feeming tender- 
nefs and affe£tion made me again reproach my 
doubts of his love, and think my own fituation 
the raoft enviable of any. Alas f he a$ length 
drove me from this laft ftrong hold in which my 
affc&ion for him had entrenched itfelf. It- is 
now three years fince he has treated me in fuch 
a manner as to leave me no apology for his treat- 
ment. During the laft, my mother's dea'th has 
deprived me of one of the few comforts I had left. 
From my mother I carefully concealed. my dif- 
trefs ; but I believe in vain: fee lived to guefs* 
at my mifery ; and I fear her fenfe of it added to 
N 2 the 
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the prcflurt of that difeafe which brought her to 
her grave. 

After flie lofs of my hufband's love, it is little 
to talk of my difappointment in his talents and 
aceompHQuments. It was long, however, bf&re 
I allowed myfelf to fee defeds which lefs pene- 
tration ttyan I have been flattered with poffeffing, 
had long before difcovered. my mother had 
often before our marriage exprefled her jurgrife 
that one of my abilities (bould be fo deceived, as 
not to fee his Inferiority : I tftifevete is by'thpitp 
abTIjpfctf that the deception 1 if aided. Thty are able 
to fortfi apuShire-to which mbri-ordinStry minds 
arfetrnequal; ami •1n 1 th^WMIftitibW > their raft 
atta&Hhtent, *&fy 'find- tte ^ifeBhtfs when? Jthfy 

"^tfWs intcrhipttd fy niyfiffen^^Wlty^eAer 
lobKs it* ftrene ? and v&jf-dbeflfh* t$Ji»rae, hew 
much' 'friine arc aUetd$£ 4 Imi totf^itawi to allow 
a'ftftfteft-'to my *ftrfeffes^:wn*ffbit»!niwp3qfiflril 
womankind, I would conceal tbpnft4fe\SibiSixHE. 
"ftritAitaticalHi^idtit.'tq ray.rprb^i perhaps ^cftr.y 
ctotgrV)** '& you >kncw,':Sir, whatJ^fti^rfimle 
i n^jftblic* Tojft^».tojbe t^ppyiwitk frcbifcelings 
& thi^cy^- t& ^co^eriunc^taalflday. J«ng,ia»d 
fofcrMjte'-Ktrfight to royiiondy pUkiMB 4 iyrijh;»the 
dngiiifli *ny< heart hasvtrfcafcrsd, upbll thtiwittk? 
— • But tbfl fubjeQ overpowers mt5.~-Fardwek> va 

J 
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^MiffM^.SATURDAY, April 2() % V^, 

z MliHbnlmi 'fitfa$toie$ Libirtatiiintjl. Txo. 

.* , Td the Author of the Lounger*. . 

bi'A untom \m ,ti«i .'..j., •. < I -; 

^CQ|4SlWt*gP * female cprrefp^nd^Vas 
•jTiroblig^lo enter a complaint ^witKyo^ajgain ft 
^i^ r ^fi^,3firtue? w jiwl-fetioftji $e fc h^#V? 

pf itfrukftesfo extre^e>cMlrtvaua^ i o^ i 7J:^/-& tJj I 
am forry, Sir, to be obliged-^a^nter^jrifiyJar 
ledntyfo^^ainft «n9the{ (pfc fa t Vtftue^ ^ofj the 
danie^wrflty wftb^tet -ftf.-vtilitpb ^.£w}y<fi!tyP' 
plainfcj faralrfQ cetoteltc* £oit*he efe#s yrju^h I 
ihappeo«4llatidyitiDriwit^»/Ti)rt thfl extr^^fuU 

''TrThtfVstof re&fcHpjvSrir* tiH.this>Jate mrfidc-nt 

ififrAjrlife^icttrrftad ,w8h f ifr-anfi>umd att offfe fofe- 

'Grcd *ahd i& attitnariflg, as ilrthought -was fcfctitled 

Uo^ywaffTibft'Jo^csand veuccatiaiv. Yqt*, young 

:iitaft;iwi*6iIlfDf^hec*larffic remembrances^ Ro- 

iriaA/ritride^:I<<v&rtrpe<3ed wth thei6ve:o6£l#jberiy 

evcJjr^bwg-riwarrdfgiofiBf' andthurtianjfcesqian ; 

andri^p^dptberaautions of fome of my elder and 

N 3 more 
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more experienced acquaintance with the fecret 
triumph of a fuperior mind, whofe vigour was 
unfubdued by age, whofe honeft warmth was 
unextinguished by intereft or the world. 

By one of thofe advifers I was lately carried on 
a vifit to the houfe of a common relation of ours, 
with whofe perfon, as he refided in a different 
part of the country, I was not at all acquainted ; 
but whofe chara&er, having often heard him ce- 
lebrated as a warm partifan of Liberty, I had long 
learned to revere ; and I was happy to find that I 
fhould have now an opportunity of acquiring an 
intimate acquaintance with him, our vlfit being 
propofed to be as long as it was diftant, and meant 
to laft during the whole Eafter Holidays* accord- 
ing to their Ion geft computation. 

V/hen we arrived at the houfe, and I was in- 
troduced to my coufin, I was fomewhat difap- 
pointed with his ^fpe& and manner, neither of 
which poffefled a great deal of that dignity which, 
from an aflertor of Freedom, according to my 
cla/Ec notions of the character, I had taught my- 
fclf to expeft. I found Mr. Wilfull a thick fquat 
figure, with an appearance of great ftrength and 
freflinefs for his age, with a perfon rather lufty, 
and Tomewhat of rubicundity in his face. His 
motions were more quick than graceful, his voice 
rough andftrong, which laft, however, I was in- 
clined, on the fixft hearing it, to call firm ami 

manly. 
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manly. Thefe qualities I afterwards found em- 
ployed to give force and emphafis to a variety of 
oaths, of which the gentleman was very profufe 
in the courfe of his cowerfation. He gave us a 
very cordial welcome, and infifted on our recruit- 
ing ourfelves after our journey with a glafs of his 
cordial waters, which I found fo ftrong as to make 
my eyes water the firft mouthful I fwallowed ; 
but Mr. Wilfull bimfelf took off a bumper, with* 
out feeming to feel any fiich inconvenience. 

When dinner came, the ladies of the family 
appeared, who confided of Mrs. Wilfull and two" 
daughters, on whom our Landlord beftowed a 
hearty fcold for making us wait, as he faid, a 
quarter of an hotp for their damned hair-dreff- 
ing. This reprimand the ladies bore with great 
fubmiffion. Mrs. Wilfull indeed made a filent 
fort of reply, by pulling out her watch, by which 
I faw it wanted feveral minuses of four. But Mr. 
Wilfull fwore another oath, that a woman's watch 
was like her judgment, very little to be depended 
on ; and defired her to take notice, that his 
watch was to be the only regulator in his houfe. 

During the time of -dinner, Mr. Wilfull made 
ufe of the fame fort of freedom to criticife feve- 
jal diihes which were not quite drefled to his 
liking. On his lady making fome attempts at 
explanation and apology, he told her he knew 
4hc mull always have her own way, but that he 
N 4 could 
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could not help,believing his p.wn fmelLandj$fte: 
On fo'mc further remon (trance, though ^-pecy 
gentle one, he carried the liberty ^tjhw tt^gue 
a little farther 5 he fvvore at her, and cuE&d-^ta 

*<**• ...... .■■nvrxa.^ 

: The cloth had not been.reroovexl.abgve^&y 
minutes, when »ur landlord by aflcing the ladj$ 
toafts one after anothet as faft as they cctul^b* 
drank, gave <hem a hint that he exgq&ei ibejr 
fhould retire, and leave us to enjoy "-th&r}i\mi$ 
fre loved." As the firft fruks of whicb t 4hq 4§0f 
was lcarce (hut behind them, whea.be -jiegaftifca 
ajvi» us fome toafrs which feerae4 to {^jr^ggfinjit 
rjiV' tongue's end all the time^jtl^u^aj^s^ 
waitecf ''there impatient for.^^erflnc^/tnJTjjh^jj 
Aould bf f*one\ A t the clofe $f fheic m^lfeofa 
ments^ he gave us (ome ^pliuc^L ^n^iffle^^frt 
Mr*, .^vVnfull -is extre,mejy ftn|imeiUfl), t ^|ch ' 
tfe^e^'tQ.fix the creed pi thejcompaey-in pajfl* 
^fmj a^thc /orWr/ej.of Wths^ad^ft^y^L 

te-W-^ d^tfP^i 1 ? 4fl nk f : DQt : *$ thc^dis, 
i^r^glajfTes^pf the tajjle^but.in, ^oUf-frfeitnpt) 
r W.W e ^fi f - a »P?5^ M ^ ^P* andi jpagiiitudftji 
wjtficJ^ .had ^eetj in his famiiy,for fernHLSeflWaV, 
tipns, and, was nwked w?Uh jcefjiatf*yror4s:*odi 
figures, ^ptyre .emblematical ojkrfrQfdQfliitbaiitof' 
tafte^or polkcaefs. .This ^9& of vyine ir.wasLafe- • 

folutely 
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iblutely incumbent on every gueft to fwallow at 
« draught ; on fomebody's venturing to remon- 
**flcarei that his making himfelf fick would tend 
■ri&'ther to the Tncreafe of liberty, nor to the cfta- 
blifhment of the constitution, his plea was imine- 
4iiatdy over- ruled in a very vociferous manner 
"by eur"Hofr, from whofe decision I found there 
*va$ ho appeal. He contrived to furnifh us.witfr 
(dch a variety of bumper-toafts in favour of free- 
dom, 'Which none of us were at liberty to decline, 
that I was carried fpeechlefs to bee ' *'* 
■iftrfHvards told/ were feveral other 
irte^efnpany), and waked next mor 
f idlcnt a headache, that had I not be 
4*T'M*.'WifftuTs being that day e 
<r6tfrrty i rrfeetingon feme public meafu 
il^iiotr19 9 ffave hardly been prevailed 
f^Wneri Ve-took his departure afte 
'whieH %e* dfdi with TorriTe apologies 
ikfrftt^ffary, for leaving us with his 
vsfy &gfHi*¥fy d* fa ppo toted to find J 
and fhd°yoifrig ^dies not at all fo mi 
Jrlerifc^W from ,their deportment on. the precedm^ 
day -I Had been led to imagine them. 1 fi>u*l<i { 
\\l& ari&frad leaded ;and the other inherited foffie 
of Mf^WWufPs love of liberty, which tftey werV 
ekcitecftft^ry fo«d of ex^fcMirtg in the amen ce of 
that gentleman, and wfcich (hewed hfelf in a'vtfry 
fre&difcuffion of his temper, difpofitian, 3ncTma- 
'-'-• N 5 magement 
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nagement of his family. In the courfe of this 
converfatkrts in which indeed I was a hearer 
only, I learned that Mr. Wilfull was perfectly the 
lord and m'after of his own hpufe, in which he 
exercifed the nnoft dictatorial fway, no doubt ac- 
cording to the old Roman maxim, " Ne quid 
•detrimenti Refpublica capiat," for the pure good 
of the family. Of this, however, the family, as 
perhaps was fometimes the cafe with the ftate, 
were not quite fo fenfible as they fhould have 
been. Mrs. Wilfull complained that her hufband 
was a little particular in his temper. The daugh- 
ters talked more, pjajnly,, and faid, that Papa 
was one of the ft ranged out-of-the- wayeft men 
in the world ; that he would not allow them 
education like other ,girls in town^ J)ecaufe, he 
faid, in a town they would learn nothing but 
-French dances and French fafliions, t>oth which 
he hated, becaufe the French were flaves. Hrs 
fon, it feems, he alfo kept at home with a tutor 
he had provided for him, who was but very little 
of a fcholar ; his fcholarfliip, Mrs. Wilfull faid, 
her hulband did not much mind, as he had nc*. 
yer found Greek or Latin of any ufe to himfelf ; 
but that this young man was a favourite with him 
becaufe of hrs ftaunch political principles, and 
being what he called zjlrong headed fellow ; but 
in what fenfe the word was applied Mrs. Wilfull 
did not explain. She added* that neither her fon 

or 
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or daughters had much opportunity of improve- 
ment from focrcty* as political quarrels had 
<cftranged the principal families in the neighbour* 
•hood from their houfe. 

In domeftic matters Mrs. Wilful! hinted the 
difficulties (he frequently laboured under to keep 
things tolerably quiet. The fervants, (he faid* 
were frequently leaving them at (hart warnings ; 
and that they had had feveral law-fuits with dis- 
carded footmen about wages and board wages, 
Mr, Wilfull, (he faid, wa* in the main a very 
good fort of man ; but it muft be confefled he 
liked his own way in every thing;; and that he 
would not allow any body the liberty of giving 
him an anfwer. < * >. 

From the parfon of Mr. WilfulPs parUh, wh« 
happened to come in during this coiwerfatiofl, I 
learned* that his patron's tenants had all very lhort 
Qeafes, as it was his principle, that a man's eftate 
was not his own, if a low fellow had the ufe of it 
for twenty or thirty years. Afterwards^ in the 
<ourfe of a walk with this fame 'Clergyman, I 
iiad an opportunity of feeing fomewhat of th$ 
tftate and culture of Mr. Wilfull's eftate. The 
toarn-yards were but thinly ftored, and tbefarm- 
jioufes but in indifferent repair. Several of the 
farms were in a ftate of ©pen uncultivated wild- 
aiefs, with here a patch of broom, there -a corner 
of furae* and now .and then a rid^e or two of 
Jtf 4 tfu(he* 
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rufhes and thirties. A perfco of* fportive ima* 
gination might .have traced, an; analogy between. 
Mr. Wilfully principle* and : the .'ftatarofc-'.his 
grounds ; Xerxes chained the,HelIefpont$-becat*fe 
he was acttuftomed to,govejnJlavej& >niMr. WSl- 
full, one might fay, left the very foil $t Hbefity, 
and. neither contained it by culture* 'W>&fettgrti4/ 
it by inclofures, 

This fUte ©f his private property, however, 
my cotgp^nion partly : acpounted for. from- Mr. * 
Wil fall's, attention having been /or fome-tinoc » 
much. occupied by &me public, aqd rja^ional^con* 
cerns, in. which hi^kivcpf Ijbe^^y. ha^4avplyecl 
him. Ther$ was aJittle.tqwan^&tla^Ti^ighbour^ ' 
hoo^ of his eftate, jn.wJtxic^ji^afnsh^ia.^ frpjn- 
patriotic n^uvres, pxoje^i^bPM^gh'rfeform^^ 
tion. ftjviri j at pre/e^^pprAiftg^p tj}e pat (pfl&a 
acco^rju in the. ? h^s'xtf, %>$b* 4qz*<9 #^V^ ' 
who, ^V^il(«ll^^jpl|u^e^ h«4^ei^m dif 3 m 
pofal ojf it. .He ^jflied i^s g^vern^e^t^ b^ j 
the pec^e, 3t< large 5 Jby , JY&Qta kflWWiV. J|?e fc 
clergyman fr^nklx^o^l^ir^lijft^a^od^eajtf^ i£v 
poffihle.40 get t|>e fn#jwg«N»<H&t)£i taJkritimftlfe-'. 
Mean,ttnaeuhfc foa$ tafjgJmifeG iQhabit^^s,3fiyccr^ > 
foul of i/ien^ ? proper, jde£$ $( frce*k>fn> anckimiek 
pendence ; in cultivating thefe indeed they had 
loft fome others, fivhiph people who don't know , 
the value of liberty might reckon as ufeful. There 
were formerly one or two thriving manufacture* 

in 
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in4te town* but they had of iatfe beeft 1 driven 
out of it asohofWe to its freedom*' -Ii'affted the 
clergymao, what branches they* flow carrF^d tift 
tbeuef ^^Ob.!-now, Sir," farrfhe, ** th^yare 
aHiibWyin'making— reforms. '* a ''' v ^" 

•'fti fllott,<Mn Lounger (for I am 1 : afraid of 
tiWrtg ^oii with my recital), I found,' from this 
day's information, as well as my own experience 
dwtta'gvanbther which I fpeat air Mrl Wiffulrs, 
that this^gfentleman is fo very fontf'bf <?j^jL 
that he is inclined to monopolte^rt^htlr^fy'to 
hwfifelf. Not caring either to fum# in fifence,' : 



of^o quarrel wit*?4hy kihfmaiTby an&tiijg* my 
freadom^I contrived (otriir zpdl6gf fo? pqttfnf 1 ' 
arfn^d^O'friy tfifiebn the morn irfg : 



day ; -Mfe'I c*mfeft vvaiVcryrap^ytt ( ^ave?n'is J 




cipfcsp is y*f very foiid 6f iftrr 1 nephew, very m- 
didgcnflW^ftfoitt, and' ve^ [ h^fo?{S#to ( 
the neighbotffsp<*nd ^^Hdugh'ftW Ms tfdt 
-traUSie.ikfeffeH 5 - ifcditf m good bF titr f ihfiiW^ r 
feed® the tafttfowls, maldes ths Ibeft nVm^L^V 

*a >ri'oi;-or^vM UJ l &ER ; CU£t?S. 
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N° 66. Saturday, May 6, 1786. 
To the Author of the, Lounger. 

SIR, 

\j O complaints are more commonly made, or 
more readily liftened to, than thofe of ge- 
nius neglefted, of talents unrewarded^ of merit 
•overlooked. That thefe complaints fhould often 
"be made on -flight pretenGes, *may eafily be ac- 
counted for from the effe&s of felf-Jove and of 
♦conceit 5 and that people fhould attend to them 
with indulgence will not be wondered at, when 
we reflect that we are naturally inclined to fa- 
vour thofe whofe circumftances do not awaken 
our envy, efpecially if they furnifh us with the 
•means of decrying others whofe Gtuation ex- 
cites It. 

But even where genius is a&uaHy found to Ian- 
guifh in obfcurity, or to pine in indigence, the 
world is not always to be blamed for its^negled. 
•Genius is often too proud to alk favours which 
.the world is too proud to offer ^ or too bafhful 
49 di(play abilities which others -axe too bufy to 

&ek 
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feek out. Beftdes that, the fplendid qualities erf 
which it boafts are often lefc fitted for the pro- 
vince it has chofen thati much more moderate 
abilities, it fometimes allows them to be mixed 
•with failings, which render their pofleflbr left 
^eafily made happy, and thofe around him lefs dif- 
pofed to contribute to his happinefs. Temper* 
moderation, and humility, a toleration of folly^ 
and an attention to trifles* are endowments ne- 
ceffary in the commerce with mankind $j often as 
ufeful, and generally more attractive* than wif- 
dom, learning, eloquence, or wit, when at- 
tended with arrogance, ill-nature, an ungracious 
-manner, or a forbidding addrefs. 

It will likewifebe confidered, that, in general* 
thofe inferior minds, whom .genius and talents are 
*pt to defpife, are much more eaftly made happy 
*han thofe who occupy the raak above them. 
The meafure of our defires is commonly enlarged 
in proportion to the comprehenfivenefs of our 
«jinds, and the catalogue of our evils frequently 
increafed in .proportion to the range of our ima- 
ginations. In many occurrences of life, genius 
and fancy difcover evils which dulnefs and in* 
ienfibility would efcapc, and delicacy of feeling 
■mars that .pleafure which thoughtlefs vivacity 
would perfectly enjoy. 

You gave, in one of your earlier papers, an ac- 
count of two gentlemen^ both fortunate in life, 

•but 
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but very- di§e*tndy affefted by their godd4t*- 
tunc : One who wa&aboire-the enjoyment tofia&y 
ordinary good; the other, on iwhomueverjC'dt* 
tainment conferred, happinefr, who had no eye 

for deformity, &nd no feeling for uneaftatfc. 
Allow me to tiluftrate the fame power -of & con* 
ftitutional difference of temper upon the oppofue 
fituation^from the example of twoperfons, whoic 
chara£tera foine late incidents gave me, a parat* 
cular ©p^tonify <of tracing, ...-..;. 'jcr. 

2W Simptim and- iAW ProfpM*, like ftrar 
friends CUtandtr ami Eudacius*, tvere {chooi>tf0& 
lows. Sangttitu was the iirft boy »n xbe fdifcol 
in point *rfi learnings and. very often its. lea&f* « 
every thing.! -iThe latter diftindion:*t>ebfi'fctat 
many a black eye <*o maintain, a* hfctgttUr<ftjH 
had a battle wi*b everK lad whoJifpi^ifd h&ffe- 
eminence^cr who. abje&ed toany proje^^e Igtft 
laid down for his companion*. . Se9#ftm0$jb* 
was thrown entirely out of, his cogwHWd, a*4/ 
woujd be ^hoic^y* In .a fote of iKpfcffp*i«« 
from bfr .fellpws^^Ktended, ©njy by *wp } ox t^t 
little bqys, whom l^i/?f|her } awed or.b^bcd to 
continue^ bis parjy. , Gl .,.,. . - ; t s ~ 

PfV^^had-a certain inftue^cefc^ l»it it was 
acquired by different tnea^., Ifc.^ad. no pre- 
tenfions.io learning, and ^v^i^o^^tlywgr 
lefted pr >; failed* in >the ta&$ tha^wf fftfetJgoH 
yet he was a fovvurite with, bis 4jia$ers* fwwj* a 

certain 
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<ufflftai» Jiyeliaeis which leaked lihcgeniits, and a 
etttahftatttfittontodsem whjeb4oofetd*)tk* appli- 
<HSBan$»'»nd'Xtith the boysy h« was always ready 
t* join aay plans whtcfa the;forward cmilditevife 

OftahtfiraW could execute* « He>was inirieiKUhip 
with»evecycme* and did notjcare with whom he 
was imfrichd&ip; of jcaloufy or rwralfhup he was 
p**f*6Hydevo«l, an* oftwwturaediafce afliftance 
whieb &^f»* afford^ by 

conciliatory endeavours t<Pacc<*mmodnte difler- 
qdcgb belttreeddfeim andifotaie of thetrcom^aiuons. 
JUifarhitnfelf, hejicverreincmbercdvqii^rBds or 
jfe^ttd^ffnonts.; ^hfappointmcrUS'^ev^ry kwd 
bfi fcatgaB ^lindetd, if a fdiroj aNufion ntay.benl- 
l&tffcdjcdraiertiwfc fcarbe a:pajl tiehfe uthidideas; 
^tftytal^y&l&pked to.thefctfure* ».-.!«* R ,, 

-nV^hfh^MfofeiM^ flic 

tW f^^^tlemfen^retairfed the fame>c*arac- 
tertfife n #fifcr*hce WHJWrf tt fthbol: 1 Safigufite 

tewffffliteMf 'thrf^er/Wiranccmert wbifld-be 
dpSfi W tBBft :•' fi Fftr ?oc*<?d Vb tte £oa! Intrifittefs 
<#athWWW,°Wrt^ exa- 

mine the ground between. Ftitt of fha?t pride 
attd/fetfi««ip6Tt4irt%«^ totiltto he thought ht^ ta- 
lettt^^tittetfhMi 1 , he wotiM \wt itgtiQt them by 
aii^WMotl^ tKB'-MlktiLTy rheans by which 
irtfefi&rtfcen'iittairt fucteft.' J He wotild not ftoop 
to foltek *Vhat-hte 'thought his -merit gave him a 

right 
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right to expeA : To conciliate the great, he call- 
ed fervility ; to be obliged to his equals, he term- 
ed dependence. In argument, he was warm and 
dogmatical ; in oppofition, haughty and con- 
temptuous ; he was proud to Ihew the fallacy of 
reputed wiftlom, and fought for opportunities of 
treating folly with difdain. His inferiors he 
loved to awe into filence; and in company with 
thole above him, he often retired into a. proud 
•indignant filence himfelf. To be eafily pleafed 
.or amufed, he thought * the mark of a light and 
frivolous mind ; and, as few people cared to be 
at the expence, he feldom received either plea- 
sure or amufement. When he might have be- 
t flowed thefe on others, he often did not think it v 
worth his while to beftow them. For his learn- 
ing, his knowledge, or his wit, he demanded foch 
an audience as he rarely could find ; and among 
men of middling capacity, of whom the bulk of 
ibciety is formed, one half of Sanguinis acquaint- 
ance dreaded his talents, and the other half de- 
nied them. In his friendfliips he was warm and 
violent; but they were generally connections in 
which he was rather to give than to find fupport, 
rather to confer than to receive obligation # 

With fuch a caft of mind and difpofition, 
Sanguine^ notwithstanding all his natural and 
all his acquired abilities, has fucceeded very ill in 
life. Of thofe (and they were but few) by whom 

he 
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he was neither hated nor feared, fcarce any one 
was intcrefted to promote his fuccefs. There is 
always (o much of felfiflinefs in our exertions 
for others, as to claim a fort of property in the 
good we do them ; and him who, like Sanguine^ 
does not allow that claim, we feldom wifli to 
oblige a fecond time. Nor were his genius and 
knowledge, great as they were allowed to be, 
better fuited to the ordinary affairs of the world, 
than thofe of a much lower order. He oftea 
defpifed that mediocrity which was a fitter in- 
ftrument for his purpofe than all his boafted ex- 
cellence. He laboured to fhine where he fliould 
have been contented to convince ; to aftonifh 
and to dazzle where it ought to have beeji his 
pbje<5i to perfuade and to win. 

The negJe&s of the world Saxguint refented 
more than he endeavoured to overcome ; and 
having long loft all hopes of fuccefs in it, now 
employs the powers of his fancy and of his elo- 
quence, to degrade thofe dignities which he has 
failed to reach, and to depreciate thofe advan- 
tages he has been unable to attain. He faunters 
about in places of public refort, like the evil ge- 
nius of the time, fickening at every profperous, 
and enjoying every untoward event; fuffering 
without cgHnpaffion, aufl unfprtunate without the 
dignity which a good mind allows to misfortune* 

Profpe£I> 
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Profpeft* whofe abilities did notproniife much 

• i *. /i*>- v : i '- 1 '-' r'^pd. 31 -' -^ Dn 

eminence in anV bf the learned profcffipns,. was 

bred a merchant. His mailer found him. not 

very attentive to Ins buiinels ; but exceedingly 

r - ..uv. ,£:.•> .. -. t *. r "ici AuinimPi o{ir_ to 
lerviceabteto nimand his family, in every thing 

elfe. He frequently forgot to'ma|ce tfte P ro Bf f i 

entries Tn the'tfoofcs fWt ot the litt)e eommif- 

fions* of 1 ' Ms mafferY wife and chitoren ne took 

particular care: and once^excufeOimielf /or a 

. >* t-~"* ••/' - "i • -'* pui .-Drrosio/o LTm.o: 
miftafce with regard to a valuably cargo frpm.the 

Weft-Indies, by mewing now much He had been 
occupied about a parroquet and a monjeey^for .the 
young ladies. To himfelf he made a fort"6f apo- 
logy Td^efc hl^^ Hflidc 

tasted talked Wit^^'flila^Wncf Sfi^ 1 
peara^e'^rhifiirmation^^fl ttfc ^ftPfce^ffi? 
formed* for entering ti^tm ali1r^ftafc?%P4c*B* 
metc8 m Lbrfdott. ' Ttylxjii8^S*#c^it?|lf# 
went • biit 'ftuhff thcit^MSP WW^fftHtfeflS 
from fhc-MWmedhtt^fciiif 1 bY^'e^ide^^S* 
chiefly ffucmVdt '»tfI*Wttf tyrifliW, fn SmiM?? 
ment rafter thari ; m<dfffipWorf,' fJ haW fH^mAftS 
from Wich he was ttfh^itf f^tyto^W* 
tune,he^oc*?e*i^corhrfi^naSHbris & l<Wbtff£1i¥ 
Jarhmcas fenoVemfca^etf for ^HflaWvA rtP¥faf 
full refoltitlDtvof t>e4ng a* fctefc &Mfeii&*#BffiA 
ford beftAe>te'T««irfted.^ Hfe felteddfi<biHigFu* 

! : . * .oci> tui f moil bn. 
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rich, 'but ,he was fully as happy j and in the 
courfe of that happinefs ipent all the remainder 
of his patrimony. He afterwards vifited feveral 
of the American provinces, without any increafe 
6f fortune or decreafe of good r humour \ and at 
lail returned home, witfc no money in his purfe, 
and but little information in his mind, but with 
that flow of animal fpirits which no ill fuccefs 
could overcome, and that fort of buzzing idea 
of future good fortune, which no experience of 
difappointment has ever been able to drive out 
of his head. 

. By jtlpe Javour of a^rfo^o/'^nftdesablcifl- 
toftj^op)^, officjou,v civility, ha^. i^forne 
u^ance^pp/ned 40 obljg^.^eu^s pbKa/med a 
Ijgafilljjfevhon, pu vyhich, f he R3a£e$ fhift $$ Jive, 
aj*d Jo^e^inro very. t#l,er able, CQffipa#y, * feeing 
adnvfteo 1 asa gop4Tnatijre4l|oddi^,;w%iie,ver of- 
^nd^andSi^evieroffisipded. . .Hehas now given 
^bUfl%a$ Jbr, liet^fiqg^bis private fortune,^-. 
ccpjt ;r iq fo far as they are. c^ne^i, withjthe 
Pfofperity of his. country, .having -turfied his 
thoughts entirely. to politics* and to fiqajice. I 
know not i£ it, was an ill-aaturei aoauferri^nt 
iV&k&Ajrtcpi!^ *&P othe^piofuingfron? feeing 
hirp lfi^aqk hi&oW acquaintance &wgmt**A& Che 
OQffe^feoufe, an4 ^rive hiri* f«^n the firewfface 
toi {foe window, from the window to the door, 
and from the door out into the ftreet, with a 

paper 
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paper of obfervations on Mr. Pitt's plan for re- 
ducing the national debt. Sanguine was dumb 
with vexation and contempt, which ProfpeSi 
(who was full of buttle and of enjoyment from 
this new-fprung fcheme) very innocently con- 
ftrued into the filence of attention, and con- 
cluded his purfuit, by thrufting the paper into- 
the other's hand, telling him, that when next 
they met he (hould be glad to have his fenti- 
ments on the probability of the plan, and the 
juftnefs of the calculations. ' 

It would, I believe, Sir, confiderably increafe 
the ftock of human happinefs, if you could per- 
fuade men like Mr. Sanguine, that rtiifamhropy, 
comfortlefs as it is, is yet more an indulgence 
than a virtue ; that a war with the world is ge- 
nerally founded on injuftice j and that neither 
the yieldings of complacency,. nor the fportful* 
nefs of good-humour, are inconfiftent with the 
dignity of wifdom. I am, &c. oru - 

MODER*ATUS< 

V * a;!'*! 



>*rr 
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N* 67. Saturday, May 13, 1786* 



Stud! urn que immane loquendL Ovid. 



T^rOBODY will deny the fuperiority of the 
modern over the ancient world in almoft 
all the arts and fciences. But perhaps that fupe- 
riority is not more obfervable when we think of 
the articles of modern acquirement in detail, than 
when we confider the facility which theprefent 
times have introduced in the art of obtaining 
knowledge iri general ; or, when that idea is ap- 
plied to die young, the highly improved fyftem 
of Education which we have invented, fo much 
fim{>ler'and more concife than that which the 
ignorance of our forefathers led them to adopt. 
Were it not beneath the dignity of the fubjed"r, 
one might apply to our prefent fyftem of educa- 
tion, what fome venders of little books of Arith- 
metic, Mathematics, and Aftronomy, have ad- 
vertifed of their performances— it is Education 
<* made eafy to the meaneft capacities." 
*; The ancient fyftem for the acquifition of know- 
ledge, was by liftening to the inftru&ions of the 

wife 
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wife and experienced ; and in fome of the old 
fchools a* probationary filence for a very long pe- 
riod Was infifted on for that purpofe. In thofe 
times, that might perhaps be fuitable enough ; 
but now when life, according to fome philofo- . 
phers, is fo much fliortened, and there are fo 
many more things to talk about, the ancient 
mode would furely be very prepofterous. Indeed 
there is much reafon to doubt if, even in ancient 
times, this method of listening was fo much prac- 
tifed as has fometimes been reprefented. Pytha- 
goraSy it is prefumed, like fome philofophers of 
our own days, chofe to talk for all the reft of the 
company, and enjoined filence to his fcholars, 
that he might have hearers ; but Socrates, who. 
had been taught better breeding by his wife, let 
them have more than word about witk hiia. Plu- 
tarch indeed, another of their wife men* (ays, in 
a Treatife upon Education, that " ma» iias two 
power?, which give him the pre-eminence over 
all other animals, underftandjng and (peech ; that 
the firft is made to command* and. the latter to 
obey ; that underftanding or mind is fuperior to. 
accident or fortune, that ficknefs or difeafe has 
no power over it, and that the wrinkles of age ty, 
not diminifh its beauty ; that time, which con- 
quers all things, has no efFed on it, but, by a pri- 
vilege peculiar to itfelf, it maintains its youth in 
old age." This Plutarch, however, was.himfelf 

one 
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one. of the moft talkative fellows inihe world, 
and delighted in ftory-telling beyond any man of 
his time; and the defcription he has given as 
above, of underftanding or intelligence, applies 
equally to the other faculty he meant to fet it 
over, to witj that of fpeech. We have every day 
examples to convince us, that neither lofs of for- 
tune, bad health, or old age, has any power over 
the tongue ; to it indeed the circumftance of its 
fuperior vigour, when old, applies fo ftrikingly, 
that one would alrnoft fuppofe an . error in the 
text, and that there was here a miftake, which 
thofe Greeks had a hard word to exprefs, but 
which fignified, that one had put firft what 
fhould have been laft : On this fuppofition, what 
the author really meant to fay is, that it is. the 
bufinefs of th* tongue rocbmmand, and the part ' 
of the ufccfciftandrrrg to;ob'ey// m 

Utir Assr* jwfren'fo cOr**€ted, 1s pretty nearly 
the; moftwrn -idea , whitfoie^ that? knowledge is to 
b&'icq^feed'fuHy aajrniucH, or rather more, by 
fpeaking thaiv bjr hearings *wkl this rule, like all ' 
other rules of education, ; ,[ k to be attended to 
from* the earl ieft year**; Mothers, who, 'accord- 
ing, to the ableft opltifons brfJtbe fcead, are the : 
beftr inftrufitors of early^youth, have particularly 
art excellent method* of inculcating this doctrine ' 
ote their pupils. As they grow up, thofe pupils 
ar**o be confirmed in the practice of it. When 
* -3F ou II. O brought 
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brought into company, they are to be particu- 
larly cautioned againft that antique ba(hfulnefe 
Which ufed to difqualify young people from this 
attainment 5 as far indeed as youth might be 
ufcd by way of argument for filence, they are 
to forget altogether their being young* and to 
talk, with the- authority of experience and jthe 
loquacity of age, in all places, public and private. 
Neither the Church nor. the Playhoufe is to_.be 
excepted ; and in< public, exhibitions of > .greater 
moment,, if a young .aian, for eyaajpie^haopgns 
to get into- the Hou/e. of Con>qi oris, }i an4 ogives 
hunfelf sujyhtrouble aJwM.what^gotfig pn jhere, 
it i*:^on^rful ,how muj;h be^may dearo; njqreJy 
by fpeaking* as the dailyt(2*atpple^ ,qf Orators, 
who.gtft np'.withaut knowing any^tlpfpg pf tyijat 
they are to talk abou| y evince. . r]yyj ,, ,. 1f > 

There i&,one pa^ok^^o^^f^dern 
eduction, wbich wgfe** §# Vfe^^fi^Djpgfed 
unfavourable 4% tlj&fliadeiof acqu^y>g rj Jfggy- 
ledge— and tb^ifer^*r*ic]e of Ua^re|l/,Bg fot be. 
ca*ife it often hajpB|£^s,4hait, from .a. want;itf,the 
languages of^hofe^.coun,trjes through which, he is 
to pafe^a you^g tgwdUx c^nnof: fpeak fpijnuch 
as is prape* for tbq purpofe. ., J3u| .this, niay be 
almoft entirely remedied in Paris* and other ca- 
pitals of every foreign country, by conyerfing with 
Englifh only, or with fuch of the natives as al- 
ready underftand a little of the Englifh tongue, 

and 
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and are very willing to learn more of it, as FrU 
feurs 9 Tailors, Valets de place, &c From fuch 
- companions, onenot only may obtain a. very com- 
petent knowledge of the manners and.cuftoms of 
fuch foreign countries ; bat one has alfo a favour- 
able opportunity of communicating to them the 
manners and cuftoms of one's own, which can be 
done with much more freedom and truth to fuch 
hearers than to others. In thit manner travel, 
inftead of a hindrance, will be of* very great ufe 
in promoting this new and improved mode of 
education ; it will promote fpeaking, and jnfure 
an audience, both while a ycfctng man remains 
abroad, and after he conies home; while ab*oid, : 
ht will fpeak of nothing but his owrr coiintf y, 
which witl enable him to fpeak of nothing but 
foreign countries when h^teturps. # 
- TTWrf'general feafxim, which I am here endea- 
vouring to enfbrce, rAuft however be underftoodx 
tfrippfy to peoplcdf a certain fortune only. With 
thofif Jnleftf favoured crrcumftances, hearing and 
reCeivinginftruftion are necttflary,at leaft in par- 
ticular fituations and focfeties* In 'the company 
of the great or the rich, which they* are at all 
time*' to ftek after and frequent, they muft liften 
with as Unlimited aflent, though not quite fo- 
** rigid a filente, as* the difciples of the Philofopher 
'We firft mentioned ; but, Vhen they leave this 
foctety, and get among their equals, they will 
O 2 then 
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then have the privilege of communicating what 
knowledge they have received, and are entitled to 
impofe filence on tfjeir auditory, by the decifive 
authority of thofe great and rich men, of whofe 
fchool they are. This leads me to mention a 
method of acquiring knowledge, the mofl: eafy and 
compendious of any, which is, by growing rich 
or great one's felf^ a truth which I have feen 
many very wife and learned men confefs, by the 
deference they paid to the opinions and informa- 
tion of one lately come to the pofleffipn of a for- 
tune or a title, whom, before he attained that 
wealth, or rank, they had been obliged to pro-, 
TiOunce. very ignorant and uninformed,. 

But as thofe who are poor may acquire knpw 7% 
ledge inftantaneoufly by growing rich, fo thofe. 
who are rich may in fome cafes acquire know- 
ledge very rapidly by growing poor. Adverfity, 
fays fome ancient fage, is. the greateft of,, all. 
teachers ; in fome of her fchools, however^pe^gl^ 
learn flowly, which was the old method j in 
others (he communicates knowledge with aflo- 
n ; filing rapidity, which is the new mode;' as, for 
inftance, at that modern femi nary of inftru&ion,, 
the Gaming-table. It is indeed furprifing what 
univerfality of knowledge is there to be at- 
tained, as may be judged of from the manner in 
which many people in eminent (rations* both 
civil and military, have acquitted themfelves, 

who 
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who. had acquired the qualifications neceflary for 
fuch appointments at that fountain of know- 
ledge alone. 

Another method by which a young man may 
attain knowledge with very little trouble to him- 
felf, is by purchafing a commiflion in the army. 
There is fomething in the bare putting on of a 
cockade which infpiresknowledge, or at leaft the 
confidence of it, which anfwers mod purpofes as 
well, and which gives the title to fpeak, fo eflen- 
tial to this modern fyftem of education. Unlefs 
the courfe of his fludies be interrupted by a&ual 
fervfce, which is not often the cafe, -there are 
many opportunities of improvement for a foldier, 
o"f whifch, in a civil capacity, he would be entirely 
deprived. During one half of the year at coun- 
try quarters, he has the advantage of that foli- 
tude which fo many philofophers and poets have 
panted after as the nurfe of contemplation, as 
theitriother of knowledge ;. the other half he can 
contrive, by a leave of abfence, to fpend in the 
edifying fociety of the capital. In the firft cafe, 
he can avail himfelf of the fcience of the excife- 
man % the learning of the curate, and fometimes 
the knowledge of the fquire ; in the other, he 
can refort to the fources of that multifarious in- 
formation which is to be found at the coffeehoufe, 
the tavern* the playhoufes, and Ranelagh. 

O 3 As 
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As for the female world, the fame rule of ob- 
taining knowledge, or educating themfelve's, 'by 
talking, not Hftening, is equally expedient, and 
indeed fee ms" more pafttcrtarry adapted to the 
genius of the fex. In this they may, by a pru- 
dent choice of; their fociety auapng the other fex, 
be much affifted i as they ca,aeafily find a pretty 
numerous clajS\of well-bred young gentjemen, 
who will never introduce any fubje£l, nor treat 
any fubjecl: already introduced, but in fuch a 
manner as does not at all require being liftencd 
to ; fo that every member of the party may with 
great eafe, and without any material injury, (peak 
at one and the fame time. 

But as I enumerated fome very eafy and fpeedy 
•methods of'the men's acquiring knowledge, fo 
there is one way, as eafy as any of thpfe, by which 
rthe Ladies may attain it — I mean by being mar- 
ried ; which perhaps is the reafon why fome pru- 
dent and ceconomical mothers defer all forts of 
inftru&ion till that period, except fome particu- 
lar pieces of knowledge, which may tend to pro- 
cure their daughters that opportunity of imme- 
diate improvement. In a married ftate, a young 
lady has an increafed advantage of that power 
of talking which I have mentioned as fo eflential 
•to the cultivation -of the mind. Befides the fupe- 
rior privileges of a matron to ufe .her tongue, 
{he has by marriage acquired a neceflary affiftant 

for 
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for. 3 fpcalcer ; (he has .provided herfelf with a 
bearec in her hufband. , 



725* Loutigfer has been favoured with two corifr 
munitations from female correfpondents, which, con- 
trary to his efiabKJhed cuflom, bethinks bimfelf oh* 
liged to 1 acknowledge. 

Mrs. Invoice has told herjlory in a very natural 
and forcible manner ; and the wrongs of which Jhe 
complains from, the partner of her late hujband, ex* 
-hibit fuch an impudent abufe of public indulgence, as 
jujily deferves every reprehenfion a pen fo able as hers 
xan inflicl. But her recital admits offo direclly per- 
final an allufion, as, notwithflanding all its merits 
unavoidably precludes its infertion. Though the 
ficlures which this work occafionally exhibits, to be 
of any value at all, mujl be true to nature ; yet. it 
were equally averfe to the feelings of the author, and 
to the dignity of bis paper, to make them the por- 
traits of individuals. 

The verfes of Delia are written with eafe and 
fpirit ; there is but one objection to their being in- 
Jirted, their very high praije of the Lounger, which, 
though h were ingratitude in him not to acknow- 
-Udge, it might be deemed vanity to publijb. 

V 
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N^6: 



68. SATURDi#, May 20, 1786.. 



'-pH AT " Poet and Creator are the fame," 
is equally allowed in Criticifm as in Ety- 
mology ; and .that, without the powers of inven- 
tion and imagination, nothing great or highly 
delightful in Poetry can be atchieved., 

1 have often thought that the fame thing holds 
in fome meafure with regard to the reader as well 
as the writer of poetry. Without fomewhat of 
a congenial imagination in the former, the works 
of the latter will afford a very inferior degree of 
pleafure. The mind of him who reads (hould 
be able to imagine what the productive fancy of 
the Poet creates and prefents to hte view ; to 
look on the world of fancy fet before him with 
3 native's eye, and to hear its language with a 
native's ear ; to acknowledge its manners, to feel 
its paflions, and to trace, with fomewhat of an 
inftindive glance, thofe chara&ers with which 
the Poet has peopled it. 

If in the perufal of any poet this is required, 
Skatefpeare,ofa]\ poets, feems to claim it the mofh 
Of all poets, Shakefpeare appears to have pofTefTed 

a fancy 
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a fancy the moft prolific, an imagination the 
moft luxuriantly fertile. In this particular he has 
been frequently compared to Homer t though 
thofe who have drawa the parallel, have done ir> 
I know not why, with a fort of diftruft of their 
aflertion. Did we not look at the Greek with 
that reverential awe which his antiquity imprefles, 
I think we might venture to affirm, that in this 
refpect the other is more than his equal. . In in- 
vention of incident, in diverfity of character, in 
aflemblage of images, we can fcarcely indeed con- 
ceive Homer to be furpafled ; but in the mere 
creation of fancy, I can difcover nothing in the 
Iliad that equals the Tempejl or the Macbeth of 
Shakefpeare. The machinery of Homer is in- 
deed ftupendous ; but of that machinery the ma- 
terials were known ; or, though it fliould be al- 
lowed that he added fomething to the mythology 
he found, yet ftill the language and the manners 
of his deities are merely the language and the 
manners of men. Of Shakefpeare, the machinery 
may be faid to be produced as well as com- 
bined by himfelf. Some of the beings of whom 
it is compofed, neither tradition nor romance 
afforded him ; and of thofe whom he borrowed 
thence* he invented^the language and the man- 
ners ; language and manners peculiar to them- 
felves, for which be could draw no analogy froav 
mankind. Though formed by fancy, however^ 
O 5 his 
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his perfonages are true to nature, and a reader of 
that pregnant imagination which I have men- 
tioned above, can immediately decide on the j lift - 
nefs qf his conceptions; as he who beholds the 
mafterly expreffion of certain portraits, pro- 
nounces with confidence on theii likenefs, though 
unacquainted with the perfons from whom they 
were drawn. kJ 

Bu.t it is not only in thofe untried regions of 
magic or of witphery that the creative power of 
Shak^fpeare has exerted itfelf. By a very fingu- 
' Jar, felicity of invention, he has produced, in- the 
^ea>ten. r field of ordinary life, characters of fuch 
#?f fe& (ftiginality, that we look on them witn no 
Jefs wonder at his invention, than on tbpfe jpre- 
tejjnaturaj beings, which " aVe<not of thisi^artn ;•" 
aqd yet, they fp«ak a language fo purely that of 
common fociety, that we have but to ftep abroad 
into the world to. hear every expreflion of jwhjch 
it is comppfed. Of this fort is the character of 

On the fubjea of thi$ character J waj \fflplj 
dtfcourfing with a friend, who is very ^uch .en- 
dowed with that critical imagination of which I 
have fuggefted the ufe in the beginning of this 
paper. The general import of his obforvatioas 
may form neither an ufelefs nor unamufing field 
for fpeculation to my readers. 

Though 
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Though the character of Falftaff, fdid my 
friend, is of fo ftriking a kind as to engrofs almoft 
the whole attention of the audience, in the repre- 
sentation of the play in which it is firft intro- 
duced j yet it was probably only a fecondary and 
incidental object, with Shakefpeare in compofing 
that, play. He was writing a feries of hiftorical 
dramas, on the moft remarkable events of the 
Englifli hiftory, from the time of King John 
downwards. When he arrived at the reign of 
Henry IV. the diflipated youth and extravagant 
pranks of the Prince of Wales could not fail to 
excite his attention, as affording at once a fource 
ef moral reflection in the ferious department, and 
a fund of infinite humour in the comic part of 
the drama. In providing him with aflbciates 
for his hours of folly and of riot, he probably: 
. borrowed, as was his cuftom,from fome old play,, 
interlude, or ftory, the names and incidents which 
he has ufed in the firft part of Henry IV. Oitj- 
ca/lle, we know, was the name of a character in 
fuch a play, inferted there, it is probable {in 
thofe days of the Church's omnipotence in every 
department of writing), in odium of Sir John 
Oldcaftle, chief of the Lollard^ though Shake- 
fpeare afterwards, in a Proteftant reign, changed 
it to Falftaff. This leader of the gang, which 
the wanton extravagance of the Prince was to 
cherifh and protect, it was neceffary to endojv 
O 6 with 
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with qualities fufficient to make -the young Hen- 
ry, in his fociety, 

" doff the world afide y 
And bid it pafs. 9 * 

Shakefpeare therefore has endowed him with in- 
finite wit and humour, ay well as an admirable 
degree of fagacity and acutenefs in obferving the 
characters of men ; but has joined thofe qualities 
with a groffhefs of mind, which his youthful 
mafter could not but fee, nor feeing but defpife. 

' With talents left confpicuous, FalftafF could not 
have att rafted Henry ; with profligacy lefs grofs 
and lefs contemptible, he would have attached 
him too much. FalftafFs was juft " that un^ 
yoked humour of idlenefs," which the Prince 

: could ***a while uphold," and then caft off fys . 
ever. "The audience to which this ftrangerqjn* 
pound. -was to be exhibited were to be yijthq 
fame pred icament with the Prince, to laugji and 
to admire while they defpifed ; to feel the power 
of his humour, the attraction of his wit, the 
juftice of his reflections, while their c,ontejnpt 
and their hatred attended the lownefs of .his man- 
ners, the groffnefs of his pleafures, and, the un-, 
worthinefs of his vice. 

FalftafF is truly and literally " ex Epicuri grege 
porctis," placed here within the pale of this 

world 
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world to fatten at his leifure, neither difturbed 

by feeling nor reftrained by virtue. He is not, 

however, pofitively much a villain, though he 

. never ftarts afide in the purfuit of intereft or of 

pleafure, when knavery comes in his way. We 

feel contempt, therefore, and not indignation, at 

his crimes, which rather promotes than hinders 

our enjoying the ridicule of the fituation, and the 

admirable wit with which he exprefles himfelf in 

it* As a man of this world, he is endowed with 

the moft fuperior degree of good fenfe and dif- 

cernrnent of chara£ter 5 his conceptions, equally 

. acute and juft, he delivers with the expreffion of 

. aclcar and vigorous understanding : and we fee 

that he> thinks like a wife man,, even when he is 

not a* the pains to talk wifely, ': f 

J PerHaps indeed there is no quality more qqrir, 

fpteuiius throughout the writings of Shakefpeare r 

thaft that 6f good fenfe, that intuitive fegacity ; 

with Which he looks on the manners, the cha - 

rafters, and the purfuits of mankind. The burfts, 

of paffion, the ftrokes of nature, the fublimity of 

his terrors, and the wonderful creation of bjs, 

fancy, are thofe excellencies which ftrjke fpefta- 

tors the moft, and are therefore moft commooly, 

enlarged on 5 but to an attentive perufer of bis. 

writings, his acute perception and accurate dtf- 

cernment of ordinary character and conduit, that 

fkill, * 
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fkill, if I may fo exprefs it, with which: he deli- 
neates the plan of common life, will, I think, 
appear $p Jefs ftriking, and perhaps rather more 
wonderful; more wonderful, hecaufe we. cannot 
b eafily conceive, that power of genius by which 
ft tells its what actually exifts, though it has never 
feen it, than that by which it creates what never 
exiiled. This power, when we read the works, 
and Confider the fituation of Shakefpeare, we 
(hall allow him in a moft extraordinary degree.. 
The delineation of manners found in the Greek. 
tragedians is excellent and juft; but it confifrs 
chiefly of thofe genera] maxims which the wif- 
dom of the fchools might inculcate, which a bor- 
rowed experience might teach. That of Shake- 
fpeare marks the knowledge of intimacy with 
mankind. It reaches the elevation of the great, 
and penetrates the obfeurity of the low j detc&s 
the cunning, and overtakes the bold ; in fhorr, 
prefents that abftraft pf life in all its modes, and 
indeed in every time, which every one without 
experience muft believe, and every one with ex- 
perience muft know to be true. 

With this fagacity and penetration into the 
characters and motives of mankind, Shakefpeare 
has invefted Falftaff in a remarkable degree : he 
never utters it, however, out of character, or at 
a feafon where it might better be (pared. Indeed 

his 
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his good fenfe is rather in his thoughts than in 
his fpeech ; for fo we may call thofe Soliloquies 
in which he generally utters it. He knew what 
coin wafc moft current with thofe he dealt wiffa r 
ancPfaflnoned his difcourfe according to thedtf- 
pofition of his hearers ; and he fometimes lends 
himfelf to the ridicule of his companions^ when 
he has a chance of getting any intereft on the 
loan. 

But we oftener laugh with than at him; for 
his humour is infinite, and his wit admirable. 
This quality, however, flill partakes in him of 
that Epicurean groflhefs which I have remarked 
to be the ruling chara&eriftic of his difpofftiOn. 
He has neither the vanity of a wit, nor the Angu- 
larity of a humourift, but indulges both talents, 
like any other natural properffity, without exer- 
tion of mind or warmth of enjoyment. A late 
excellent a&or, whofe lofs the ftage will long 
regret; uftd t0 : reprefenf the character of Falftaff 
' in a mariner 7 different from what had been uni- 
formly adopted hovht the 'time' of §>uin down- 
wards. He exchanged the comic gravity of the 
old fchool,'for thofe^barfts of laughter in which 
Sympathetic audiences have fo often- accompa- 
nied him. From accompanying him it was in- 
deed impoffible to refrain 5 yet, though the exe- 
cution was mafterly, I cannot agree in that idea 

of 



d by Google 



3<h THE LOUNGER. N«68. 

.of the character. He who laughs, is a man of 
feeling in merriment. Falftaff was of a very 
different conftitution. He turned wit, as he fays 
he did " difeafe, into commodity."— u Oh ! it 
is much that a lie with a flight oath, and a jeft 
with a fad brow, will do with a fellow that never 
had the ache in his {boulders." 
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N° 69? Saturday, -if*? 27, 1786V 



(Continuation of the Remarks on the Character of 

Falftaff.) 

•» 

^TO a man of pleafure of fuch a conftitution 
as Falftaff, temper and good humour were 
neceflarily confequent. We find him therefore 
but once I think angry, and then not provoked 
beyond meafure. He condu&s himfelf with equal 
moderation towards others ; his wit lightens, but 
does not burn j and he is not more inoffenfive 
when the joker, than unoffended when joked 
upon : "lam not only witty myfelf, but the 
caufe that wit is in other men." In the even- 
nefs of his humour he bears himfelf thus (to ufe 
his own expreffion), and takes in the points of 
all aflailants without being hurt. The language 
of contempt, of rebuke, or of conviftion, neither 
puts him out of liking with himfelf or with 
others. None of his paffions rife beyond this 
control of reafon, of felf-intereft, or of indul- 
gence. . j . 

Queen 
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Queen Elizabeth, with a curiofity natural to * 
woman, defired Shakefpearc to exhibit Falftaff** 
a lover : He obeyed her, and wrote the Merry,. 
Wives pf Wlndfir \ but FalftafPs love is only 
fa£tor for his intereft, and he withes to make his 
miftrefTes " his Exchequer, his Eaft and Weft 
Indies, to both of which he will-trade*" - - » - 

Though I will not go fo far as a paradoxical 
critic has done, and afcribe* valour to Falftaff % 
yet if his cowardice is fairly.ex&mined, it will be 
found to be not fo much a weaknefs as a prin- 
ciple. In his yery cowardice there is much of 
the fagacity *I h*ve remarked in. hjm ; he has the 
fenfe of danger, but not the difcompofure of fear* 
His prefence of mind faves him from thcfwoid 
of Douglas, where the danger was real ; but he 
{hows no fort of dread of the fheriff 's vifit, when 
he knew the Prince's company would probably 
bear him out : When Bardolph runsjn frighten-* 
ed, and tells, that the fheriff, with a moil- mon- 
, ftrous watch, is at the door, " Out, you roguci 
(anfwers he,} play out the play ; I have much to 
fay in behalf of that Falftaff." Fajftaff's cow- 
ardice is only proportionate to the danger ; and 
fo would every wife man's be, did not other feel- 
ing makes him valiant. 

Such feelings, it is the very chara&eriftic of 
Falftaff to want. The dread of difgrace, ther 

fenfpr 
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fenfe of honour, and the love of fame, he neither 
feels, nor pretends to feel : 

<c Like the fat weed 
" That roots it/elf at eafe on Lethe's wharf" 

he is contented to repofe on that earthy corner 
©f fenfual indulgence in which his fete has placed 
him, and enjoys the pleaftires of the moment, 
* without once regarding (thofe finfcr obje&s of de- 
light which the children of fancy and of feeling 
(b warmly purfue. 

The greateft refinement of morals, as well as 
of mind, is produced by the culture and exercife 
of- the imagination, which derives, or is taught to 
^derive, its obje&s of purfuit, and its motives of 
a£Hon, not from the fenfes merely, but from fu- 
ture coniiderations which fancy anticipates anil 
realizes. Of this, either as the prompter, or the 
reftraint of condu&, Fal-ftaff is utterly devoid ; 
yet his imagination is wonderfully quick and cre- 
ative in the pidures of humour and the afibcia- 
tions of wit. But the u pregnancy of his wit, 1 * 
according to his own phrafe, " is made a tap- 
fter ; M and his fancy, how vivid foever, ftill fub- 
js&s itfelf to the groflhefs of thofe fenfual con- 
ceptions which are familiar to his mind. We 
are aftonifhed at that art by which Shakefpeare 
leads the powers of gerfius, imagination, and 
wifdom, in captivity to this fon of earth 3 'tis as 

if* 
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if, tranfported into the enchanted ifland in the 
Tempe/i, we faw the rebellion of Caliban fucceff- 
ful, and the airy fpirits of Profpero miniftering 
to the brutality of his flave. 

Hence, perhaps, may be derived great part of 
that infinite amufement which fucceeding audi- 
ences have always found from the representation 
of Falftaff. We have not only the enjoyment of 
thofe combinations, and of that contrail to which 
philoCophers have afcribed the pleafure we de- 
rive from wit in general, but we have that An- 
gular combination and contraft, which the grofs, 
thefenfual, and the brutifh mind of Falftaff ex- 
hibits, when joined and compared' with Chat ad- 
* mirable power of invention, of wit, arid of hu- 
mour, which his converfation perpetually dis- 
plays. 

In the immortal work of Cervantes wfefind a 
chara&er with a remarkable mixture of wffdom 
and abfurdity, which in one page excites our 
higheft ridicule, and in the next is entitled to our 
higheft refpe£h Don Jjtuixote, like Falftaff, is 
endowed with excellent difcernment, fagacity, 
and genius ; but his good fenfe holds fief of his 
difeafed imagination, of his over-ruling madnefe 
for the achievements of knight-errantry, for he- 
roic valour and heroic love. The ridicule in the 
character of Don Quixote confifts in raifing low 
and vulgar incidents, through the medium of his 

dif- 
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disordered fancy, to a rank of importance, dig- 
nity, and fotemnity, to which in their nature 
they are the moft oppofite that can be imagined. 
With FaHlaff it is nearly the reverfe ; the ridi- 
cule is produced by fubjec~ting wifdom, honour, 
and other the moft grave and dignified prin- 
ciples* to the control of groffnefs, buffoonery, ' 
and folly. 'Tis like the paftime of a family- 
mafquerade, where laughter is equally excited by 
dreffing clowns as gentlemen, or gentlemen as 
clowns. In Falftaff, the heroic attributes of 
our nature are made to wear the garb of mean- 
ne/s and.abfurdity. In Don Quixote, the com- 
mon and the fervile are clothed in the drefles of 
the dignified and the majeftic ; while, to heighten 
the ridicule, Sancho, in the half-deceived fim- 
plicity, and half-difcerning fhrewdnefs of hte 
character, is every now and then employed to 
pull off the mafk. • 

'.If- you would not think me whfdfical in the 
parallel, continued my friend, I fliould fay, that 
Shakefpeare has drawn, in one of his immediately 
fubfequent plays, a tragic character very much 
refembling the comic one of Falftaff, I mean* 
that of RichardWX. Both are men of the world, 
both poflefs that fagacity and underftanding which * 
is fitted for its purpofes, both defpife thofe' 
refined feelings, thofe motives of delicacy, thofe 
reftraints of virtue, which might obftruft the 

courfe 
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courfe they have marked out for themfelves. 
The hypocrify of both cofts them nothing, and 
they never feel that dete&ion of it to themfelves 
which rankles in the confcience of lefs deter- 
mined hypocrites. Both ufe the weaknefles of 
others, as fkilful players at a*game do the igno- 
rance of th«r opponents ; they enjoy the advan- 
tage, not only without felf- reproach, but with the 
pride of fiiperiority, Richard indeed afpires to 
the crown of England, becaufe Richard is wicked 
and ambitious : Falftaff is contented with a 
thoufand pounds of Juftice Shallow's, becaufe he 
is only luxurious and diffipated. Richard courts 
Lady Anne and the Princefs Elizabeth for his 
purpofes : Falftaff makes love to Mrs. Ford and 
Mrs. Page for his. Richard is witty like Falftaff, 
and talks of his own figufentfith the fame'farcafttc 
indifference. Indeed, to .rnuch does Richard, 
in the higher walk of villanj,, refembte Falftaff 
in the lower region of roguesy and diffipation, 
that it were not difficult to fbow, in the dialogue 
of the two chara&efs, hc?wever difjimilar in 
fituation, many paffages, and expreffionj§ in a 
ftyle of remarkable, refemblance. tiV 

Of feeling, and even of pa$on, both charac- 
ters are vejyjittle fufceptible,; as Falftaff is the 
knave and the fenfualift* i°q I^charAis the villain 
of principle. Shakefpeare ha$ drawn one of paf- 
fion in the, j)erfon of Macbtth. :( . Macbeth pro- 

9 ^ duces 
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duces horror, fear, and fometimes pity ; Richard, 
<leteftation and abhorrence only. The firft he 
has led amidft the gloom of fublimity, has fhown 
agitated by various and wavering emotions. He 
is fomecifnes more fanguinary than Richard, be- 
caufe he is not infenfible of the weaknefa or the 
paifion of revenge ; whereas the cruelty of 
Richard is only proportionate to the object of his 
ambition, as the cowardice of FalftafF is propor- 
tionate to the object of bis fear : But the bloody 
and revengeful Macbeth is yet fufceptible of 
companion and fubjeS to remorfe. In contem- 
plating Macbeth, we often regret the per vex Hon 
of his nature ; and even when the jtfftice^df 
Heaven overtakes him, we aimed forget, our 
hatred at his enormitiefy irf our pity for his mif- 
fortunes; -Richard, Shakefpeare has placeiUtoMdft 
*he tangled paths of party and arribitiof^' has 
^represented cunning and fierte from his -Birth, 
urltbuched bjr^the" ferife of humanity, hardly fub- 
jeft to remorfe, and never to contrition'} and his 
fall produces 4hat unmixed and perfeft fatisfac- 
tion which we feel at the death of fome favage 
beaft that had defolated the country from iti- 
ftinflive fiercenefs and* natural malignity. * * 

The weird -fitters, the gijgantic deities of north- 
crn mythology,' are fit agdnts to form Macbeth. 
Richard is the produ&ion of thofe worldly and 
creeping demons, who Aid* upon the earth their 

inftru- 
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inftruments of mifchief to embroil and plague 
mankind. Falftaffis the work of Circe, and her 
fwfriifh aflbciates, who, in fome favoured hour 
of revelry and riot, moulded this compound of 
grofs debauchery, acute difcernment, admirable 
invention, and. nimble wit, and fent him for a 
cohfert .to England's madcap Prince ; to ftamp 
currency on idlenefs and* vice, and to wave the 
flag of folly an4 diiEpation over the feats of gra- 
vity, of wifdom, and of "virtue. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 



Digitized by VjOO? iC 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GOOgle 



Digitized by VjOO? IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by V^OOQlC 



d by Google 



